
TEACHING SERIES GUIDE





C
O

N
T

E
N

T
S



Page 27 - 44 Page 45 - 62

W E E K  O N E 
A GOD FUTURE
V i s i o n  S u n d a y

W E E K  T W O 
GOD’S PERSPECTIVE
P ra ye r &  Wo rs h i p N i g h t

Pages 63 - 80 Pages 81 - 98

W E E K  T H R E E 
GOD’S VOICE

W E E K  F O U R 
GOD’S INVITATION
Le a d e rs h i p G a t h e r i n g

Pages 99 - 116 Pages 117 - 136

W E E K  F I V E 
GOD’S REWARD
C o m m i t m e n t  S u n d a y

W E E K  S I X 
GOD’S ECONOMY
Fa i t h   O f fe r i n g  S u n d a y

Pages 6 - 14 Pages 15 - 26
I N T R O D U C T I O N P R O J E C T  O V E R V I E W

INTRODUCTION 4



FOR THE FUTURE5

You’ll use the old rubble of past lives to build anew,
    rebuild the foundations from out of your past.

You’ll be known as those who can fix anything,
    restore old ruins, rebuild and renovate,

Isaiah 58:12



i s  a  c i t y - w i d e  j o u r n ey  to  i n s p i re  u s  to  l i ve 
a n d  g i ve  b eyo n d  o u r s e l ve s .  T h i s  j o u r n ey 
i n c l u d e s  a  s i x  w e e k  m e s s a g e  s e r i e s ,  s m a l l 
g ro u p  ex p e r i e n c e ,  a n d  d a i l y  d evo t i o n a l . 
N o  m a t te r  w h e re  w e  a re  i n  o u r  w a l k  w i t h 
C h r i s t ,  H e ’s  a l w a y s  e n c o u ra g i n g  a n d  i n -
s p i r i n g  u s  to

 
B R I N G  S U P E R N AT U R A L  

T R A N S F O R M AT I O N  TO  O U R  W O R L D 
O N E  P E R S O N  AT  A  T I M E .

To g e t h e r,  w e ’ l l  g ro w  i n  o u r  re l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h 
G o d  a n d  b u i l d  o u r  fa i t h  a s  w e  l o o k  b eyo n d 
w h e re  w e  a re  n o w  a n d  t r u s t  G o d  w i t h  w h a t ’s 
to  c o m e .  J o i n  u s  a s  w e  d i s c ove r  w h a t  G o d 
w a n t s  u s  to  d o  i n  o u r  fa m i l y,  c h u rc h ,  a n d 
c o m m u n i t y  a s  w e  b u i l d  F o r  t h e  F u t u r e .

For the Future...
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A Spiritual 
Journey For 
the Future
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I  c a n  h a rd l y  ex p re s s  h ow  t h r i l l e d  I  a m  t h a t  yo u ’ ve  c h o s e n  to 
e m b a r k  o n  t h i s  j o u r n ey  w i t h  u s !  M y  h e a r t fe l t  p ra ye r i s  t h a t  yo u 
s e e  t h e  e s s e n c e  of  F o r t h e  F u t u re.  I t ’s  a b o u t  e a c h  of  u s  h e a r i n g 
f ro m  t h e  Lo rd ,  a n d  g a i n i n g  H i s  p e rs p e ct i ve  fo r o u r c h u rc h ,  o u r 
fa m i l i e s ,  a n d  o u r c o m m u n i t y.  T h ro u g h o u t  S c r i pt u re,  we  w i t n e s s 
G o d ’s  d e e p  l ove  fo r H i s  p e o p l e.  H i s  d e s i re  i s  a l wa y s  fo r u s  to 
g row  i n  FA I T H  a n d  to  g row  TO G E T H E R .

S o,  I  wa n t  to  c h a l l e n g e  yo u  to  f u l l y  c o m m i t  to  wa l k i n g  t h i s  ro a d 
w i t h  m e.  T h e  h e a r t  of  o u r c h u rc h  h a s  a l wa y s  b e e n  a b o u t  B r i n g -
i n g  S u p e r n a t u ra l  Tra n sfo r m a t i o n  to  o u r wo r l d ,  o n e  p e rs o n  a t  a 
t i m e .  T h i s  i s n ’ t  o u r f i rst  j o u r n ey,  a n d  i t  c e r ta i n l y  wo n ’ t  b e  o u r 
l a st .  G o d  h a s  c a l l e d  u s  to  i m p a ct  t h i s  re g i o n ,  b r i n g i n g  H i s  h o p e 
a n d  l i fe  to  a l l  w h o  s u r ro u n d  u s .  T h a t ’s  w hy  I ’m  i nv i t i n g  yo u  to 
e m b ra c e  t h i s  c h u rc h - w i d e  j o u r n ey  ove r t h e  n ex t  s i x  we e ks .

H e re’s  w h a t  I ’m  a s k i n g  of  yo u :
1 .  B e  p re s e n t  i n  c h u rc h  e a c h  S u n d a y  fo r t h e  n ex t  s i x  we e ks — a n d 
b r i n g  t h i s  g u i d e  w i t h  yo u !
2 .  J o i n  a  F o r t h e  F u t u re  C o n n e ct  G ro u p.
3 .  C o m m i t  to  t h e  d a i l y  d evot i o n a l s .

I  c a n  a s s u re  yo u ,  yo u  wo n ’ t  re g ret  i t .  W i t h  G o d ’s  h e l p  a n d  yo u r 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  we’ l l  s e e  H i s  v i s i o n  b e c o m e  a  re a l i t y.  W h i l e  e a c h 
of  u s  c a n  m a ke  a  d i f fe re n c e  i n d i v i d u a l l y,  w h e n  we  c o m e  to g et h -
e r,  o u r fa i t h  c re a te s  a n  ex t ra o rd i n a r y  i m p a ct  a n d  l e a ve s  a  l e g -
a c y  t h a t  w i l l  s h a p e  g e n e ra t i o n s .

T h a n k  yo u  fo r ste p p i n g  i n to  t h i s  j o u r n ey  w i t h  u s  a s  we  s e e k  to 
u n c ove r w h a t  G o d  h a s  i n  sto re  fo r o u r fa i t h ,  o u r fa m i l i e s ,  o u r 
c h u rc h ,  a n d  o u r c o m m u n i t y.  M y  p ra ye r i s  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h i s  s e a -
s o n ,  yo u  e n c o u n te r G o d  i n  a  f re s h  a n d  t ra n sfo r m a t i ve  wa y  a n d 
d i s c ove r t h a t  H e’s  c a l l i n g  yo u  to  t r u st  H i m  F o r t h e  F u t u re.

D r.  W i l l e m  N e l
V i s i o n a r y  L e a d  P a s t o r
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T h ro u g h o u t  t h i s  g u i d e ,  yo u  w i l l  f i n d  s to r i e s  of  c h a n g e d 
l i ve s  f ro m  o u r  o w n  p e o p l e  a t  E ve r y  N a t i o n  F a i t h  C i t y. 
T h e s e  s to r i e s  re m i n d  u s  of  t h e  i n c re d i b l e  t h i n g s  G o d  i s 
c o n t i n u a l l y  d o i n g  t h ro u g h  o u r  c h u rc h  to  re a c h  p e o p l e  fo r 
J e s u s  a n d  h e l p  t h e m  f i n d  b e l o n g i n g  i n  a  s p i r i t u a l  fa m i l y. 
We  h o p e  t h e s e  s to r i e s  i n s p i re  a n d  e n c o u ra g e  yo u  a s  w e 
g o  o n  t h i s  j o u r n ey  to g e t h e r !

S h a r e  Yo u r  S t o r y

We  w a n t  to  h e a r  YO U R  s to r y  to o !  B e  s u re  to  l e t  u s  k n o w 
w h a t  G o d  s p e a ks  to  yo u  d u r i n g  F o r  t h e  F u t u r e . 

S h a re  yo u r  t h o u g h t s  a n d  s to r i e s  w i t h  u s  a t 
w w w. e n fc . c o . za /fo r- t h e - f u t u re

Stories 
of Lives 
Changed
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T h e  F o r  t h e  F u t u r e  G u i d e  h a s  eve r y t h i n g  
yo u  n e e d  to  g o  o n  t h e  j o u r n ey :  w e e k l y  m e s -
s a g e  n o te s ,  c o n n e c t  g ro u p  g u i d e s ,  a n d  a 
d a i l y  d evo t i o n a l .

We e k l y  M e s s a g e  N ote s

E a c h  w e e k  b e g i n s  w i t h  f i l l - i n - t h e - b l a n ks 
f ro m  t h e  w e e ke n d  m e s s a g e  a n d  a  p l a c e  to 
ta ke  yo u r  o w n  n o te s .  U s e  t h i s  s p a c e  to  j o t 
d o w n  a n y t h i n g  G o d  s p e a ks  to  yo u  d u r i n g  t h e 
m e s s a g e  s e r i e s .

C o n n e ct  G ro u p  G u i d e s

N ex t ,  yo u  w i l l  f i n d  t h e  key  t h o u g h t ,  key  ve r s e , 
a n d  d i s c u s s i o n  q u e s t i o n s  yo u  w i l l  u s e  i n 
yo u r  C o n n e c t  G ro u p  d u r i n g  t h e  w e e k .  B e 
s u re  to  b r i n g  yo u r  g u i d e  w i t h  yo u  to  yo u r 
S m a l l  G ro u p . 

N o t  i n  a  S m a l l  G ro u p  ye t ?  F i n d  o n e  n e a r  yo u 
by  v i s i t i n g  
w w w.e n fc .c o. za /g et- c o n n e cte d

D a i l y  D evot i o n a l

F i n a l l y,  yo u  w i l l  f i n d  t h e  d evo t i o n a l  w e  
w i l l  re a d  to g e t h e r  a s  a  c h u rc h ,  b e g i n n i n g 
M o n d a y,  1 0  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 5 .  T h e  d a i l y  d evo -
t i o n a l  ta ke s  p l a c e  f i ve  d a y s  a  w e e k ,  M o n d a y 
t h ro u g h  F r i d a y.  S p e n d  a  fe w  m i n u te s  ref l e c t-
i n g  o n  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  e a c h  d a y.  I n  a d d i t i o n , 
t h e re  i s  a  p l a c e  w h e re  yo u  c a n  w r i te  d o w n 
a n y t h i n g  G o d  i s  s a y i n g  to  yo u .
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Our Vision

S i n c e  1 9 9 2 ,  E ve r y  N a t i o n  F a i t h  C i t y 
h a s  b e e n  d e d i c a te d  to  b r i n g i n g  
s u p e r n a t u ra l  t ra n s fo r m a t i o n  to  o u r  w o r l d , 
o n e  p e r s o n  a t  a  t i m e .  We  b e l i eve  t h a t  t h e 
l o c a l  c h u rc h  i s  G o d ’s  c h o s e n  ve s s e l  fo r 
t h i s  m i s s i o n .  C h u rc h  i s  m o re  t h a n  a  p l a c e 
to  a t te n d ;  i t ’s  a  s p i r i t u a l  fa m i l y  w h e re  
eve r yo n e  b e l o n g s .

O ve r  t h e  p a s t  3 3  ye a r s ,  w e  h a ve  w i t-
n e s s e d  c o u n t l e s s  l i ve s  t ra n s fo r m e d  a n d 
i n d i v i d u a l s  f i n d i n g  a  h o m e  w i t h i n  o u r  s p i r-
i t u a l  fa m i l y.  O u r  j o u r n ey  b e g a n  i n  1 9 9 2 
a s  t h e  Po tc h ef s t ro o m  S t u d e n t  C h u rc h , 
t ra n s i t i o n e d  i n to  H i s  Pe o p l e  Po tc h ef s t-
ro o m  i n  1 9 9 8 ,  a n d  i n  2 0 1 7,  w e  e m b ra c e d 
t h e  n a m e  E ve r y  N a t i o n  F a i t h  C i t y.  T h i s 
c h a n g e  ref l e c t s  o u r  c o m m i t m e n t  to  
b e i n g  a  m u l t i - s i te ,  m u l t i - g e n e ra t i o n a l ,  a n d  
m u l t i - c u l t u ra l  s p i r i t u a l  fa m i l y,  c o n t i n u a l l y 
m u l t i p l y i n g  a s  a  m i s s i o n a l  m ove m e n t .

T h ro u g h o u t  t h e s e  s e a s o n s ,  o u r  v i s i o n 
h a s  re m a i n e d  s te a d fa s t :  b r i n g i n g  s u -
p e r n a t u r a l  t r a n s fo r m a t i o n  t o  o u r  w o r l d , 
o n e  p e r s o n  a t  a  t i m e .  To d a y,  w i t h  s i te s  i n 
Po tc h ef s t ro o m ,  Va n d e r b i j l p a r k ,  a n d  Pa -
r y s ,  w e  a re  m o re  c o m m i t te d  t h a n  eve r 
to  re a c h i n g  p e o p l e  a n d  i n v i t i n g  t h e m 
i n to  o u r  s p i r i t u a l  fa m i l y.  T h e re ’s  a  p l a c e 
fo r  yo u  a n d  yo u r  fa m i l y  to  s h a re  i n  t h i s  
v i s i o n  b e c a u s e  we  k n ow  t h a t  we  a re  b e t te r 
to g e t h e r !
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Over the
Last Year
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419 to 603
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Baptisms

800+
weekly online reach
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Project
Overview

I t ’s  t i m e  to  Re b u i l d ,  Ra i s e  u p , 
Re p a i r  a n d  Re s to re .

T h e  p a s t  fe w  y e a r s  h a v e 
b r o u g h t  t h e i r  s h a r e  o f  c h a l -
l e n g e s  fo r  E v e r y  N a t i o n  F a i t h 
C i t y.  C h a l l e n g i n g ,  a n d  y e t  t h i s 
h a s  b e e n  a  t i m e  o f  r e f i n i n g . 
T h r o u g h  i t  a l l ,  o n e  t r u t h  h a s 
r e m a i n e d  c l e a r :  t h e  c h u r c h 
i s  n o t  a  b u i l d i n g  o r  a  s e r v i c e ; 
i t  i s  p e o p l e .  P e o p l e  w h o  h a v e 
fa c e d  t h e i r  o w n  t r i a l s  a n d 
e m e r g e d  s t r o n g e r ;  p e o p l e 
w h o  h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d  l o s s 
y e t  fo u n d  t h e  c o u r a g e  t o 
r e b u i l d ;  p e o p l e  w h o  k n o w  w h a t 
i t  m e a n s  t o  r e a c h  o u t  a n d  h e l p 
t h e i r  n e i g h b o u r s  r e s t o r e  w h a t 
w a s  b r o ke n . 

B u t  o u r  w o r k  i s  n o t  y e t  d o n e . 
O u r  m i s s i o n  r e m a i n s  u n -
c h a n g e d  —  a  m i s s i o n  t o  b r i n g 
s u p e r n a t u r a l  t r a n s fo r m a t i o n 
t o  o u r  w o r l d ,  o n e  p e r s o n  a t  a 
t i m e  a c r o s s  P o t c h e f s t r o o m , 
t h e  Va a l ,  a n d  P a r y s .  I t  i s  a 

c a l l  t o  r e b u i l d  fa m i l i e s  a n d 
s t r e n g t h e n  fa i t h .  I t  i s  a  c a l l  t o 
r a i s e  u p  h o p e  a n d  h o m e s  i n 
o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s .  I t  i s  a  c a l l  t o  
r e p a i r  b r o ke n  r e l a t i o n s h i p s 
a n d  r e s t o r e  h e a r t s  t o  t h e 
F a t h e r. 

F o r  t h e  F u t u r e  i s  a  c i t y - w i d e 
c a m p a i g n  t o  r a i s e  t h e  R 8 
m i l l i o n  n e e d e d  t o  f u n d  t h r e e 
c r i t i c a l  e x p a n s i o n  p r o j e c t s . 
T h e s e  p r o j e c t s  w i l l  e n a b l e  u s —
t h e  p e o p l e  o f  G o d — t o  c o n t i n u e 
r e a c h i n g  p e o p l e  a n d  b u i l d i n g 
l i v e s  i n  g r e a t e r  m e a s u r e .  
 
W h i l e  w e  c e l e b r a t e  a l l  t h a t 
G o d  h a s  d o n e  t h r o u g h  u s  i n 
t h e  p a s t ,  w e  b e l i ev e  H e  i s 
c a l l i n g  u s  t o  s t e p  fo r w a r d  w i t h 
fa i t h  i n t o  w h a t  H e  h a s  p l a n n e d 
fo r  t h e  f u t u r e .  To g e t h e r,  l e t  u s 
r i s e  t o  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  a n d  t r u s t 
H i m  t o  d o  ev e n  g r e a t e r  t h i n g s 
t h r o u g h  u s  n o w  a n d  i n  t h e 
y e a r s  t o  c o m e .

Parys 
R3.5M

Project Goal: R8M

ENC Potch 
R500K

Praise Park 
R3.5M

ENC Vaal 
R500k
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G o d ’s  fa i t h f u l n e s s  h a s  b e e n  ev i d e n t  i n  t h e  j o u r n ey  of 
E ve r y  N a t i o n  F a i t h  C i t y.  F ro m  h u m b l e  b e g i n n i n g s ,  we’ ve 
s e e n  H i s  h a n d  g u i d i n g  u s ,  c u l t i va t i n g  a  c o m m u n i t y 
w h e re  l i ve s  a re  t ra n sfo r m e d  d a i l y.  E i g h te e n  ye a rs  a g o, 
H e  e n t r u ste d  u s  w i t h  l a n d  o n  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of  Potc h ef-
st ro o m  a n d  c o n f i r m e d  H i s  p u r p o s e  t h ro u g h  I s a i a h  6 0 : 1 8 
( M S G) :  “ Yo u ’ l l  n a m e  yo u r m a i n  st re et  S a l va t i o n  Wa y, 
a n d  i n sta l l  P ra i s e  Pa r k  a t  t h e  c e n t re  of  tow n .”

S i n c e  t h e n ,  t h e  c i t y  h a s  g row n  a ro u n d  u s ,  a n d  p ro j e c -
t i o n s  s h ow  P ra i s e  Pa r k  w i l l  s o o n  b e  t h e  g e o g ra p h i c a l 
c e n te r of  Potc h ef st ro o m — i t  i s  a  te sta m e n t  to  G o d ’s 
p e r fe ct  t i m i n g  a n d  fa i t h f u l n e s s  to  H i s  p ro m i s e s .   d a y, 
P ra i s e  Pa r k  i s  a  b e a c o n  of  h o p e,  w h e re  p e o p l e  ex p e -
r i e n c e  G o d ’s  p owe r t h ro u g h  wo rs h i p ,  te a c h i n g ,  a n d 
s h a re d  p u r p o s e.  S to r i e s  of  h e a l i n g ,  re sto re d  re l a t i o n -
s h i p s ,  a n d  re n ewe d  h o p e  h i g h l i g h t  H i s  l ove  a t  wo r k .

As  we  ref l e ct  o n  w h a t  G o d  h a s  d o n e,  o u r h e a r t s  a re  f u l l 
of  g ra t i t u d e  a n d  ex p e cta t i o n .  P ra i s e  Pa r k  h a s  re a c h e d 
c a p a c i t y,  ref l e ct i n g  o u r c o m m u n i t y ’s  h u n g e r fo r H i m . 
We e k l y,  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  fa m i l i e s  c o m e  to g et h e r to  g row, 
s e r ve,  a n d  m a ke  a  d i f fe re n c e.  T h i s  m o m e n t u m  d r i ve s 
u s  to  t r u st  G o d  a s  we  ex p a n d  o u r fa c i l i t i e s ,  c re a t i n g 
s p a c e  fo r m o re  p e o p l e  to  e n c o u n te r H i s  t ra n sfo r m i n g 
p re s e n c e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  b r i n g i n g  s u p e r n a t u ra l  t ra n sfo r-
m a t i o n  to  o u r wo r l d .
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•  C o m p l e t i o n  of  t h e  a u d i to -
r i u m ,  d e s i g n e d  to  c o m fo r t-
a b l y  s e a t  70 0  p e o p l e .  T h i s 
s p a c e  w i l l  e n a b l e  u s  to  h o s t 
c h u rc h  s e r v i c e s  a n d  c o m -
m u n i t y  eve n t s .

•  E xc e p t i o n a l  k i d s ’  fa c i l i t i e s , 
e q u i p p e d  w i t h  a g e - a p p ro -
p r i a te  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  re -
s o u rc e s .  T h e  c h i l d re n ’s 
w i n g  w i l l  a l s o  i n c l u d e  a n 
o u td o o r  p l a y s c a p e  fo r  k i d s 
to  e n j oy  b efo re  a n d  a f te r 
s e r v i c e s .

•  A  s p a c i o u s  foye r  w i t h  a 
c of fe e  s h o p ,  c re a t i n g  a 
w e l c o m i n g  e n v i ro n m e n t  fo r 
p e o p l e  to  g a t h e r  b efo re , 
d u r i n g ,  a n d  a f te r  w o r s h i p 
s e r v i c e s  ove r  a  g re a t  c u p 
of  c of fe e .  T h i s  a re a  w i l l  a l s o 
s e r ve  a s  a  ve r s a t i l e  eve n t 
s p a c e ,  p e r fe c t  fo r  h o s t-
i n g  g a t h e r i n g s  fo c u s e d  o n 
fo o d  a n d  fe l l o w s h i p .

Project Details
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We  a re  exc i te d  to  s h a re  t h e  v i s i o n  t h a t  G o d  h a s  p l a c e d  o n 
o u r h e a r t s — t h e  Pa r y s  H o p e  a n d  D re a m  C e n te r.  T h i s  i s  m o re 
t h a n  j u st  a  b u i l d i n g ;  i t  i s  a  p ro m i s e  of  h o p e,  re sto ra t i o n ,  a n d 
t ra n sfo r m a t i o n  fo r t h e  Pa r y s  c o m m u n i t y.  W h i l e  t h e  tow n  i s 
h o m e  to  ove r 5 0  c h u rc h e s ,  t h e re  re m a i n s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  n e e d 
fo r p ra ct i c a l  a n d  h o l i st i c  s u p p o r t .  T h i s  c e n te r w i l l  a d d re s s 
t h e s e  n e e d s  by  s e r v i n g  a s  a  p u r p o s e - d r i ve n  s p a c e  w h e re 
i n i d i v i d u a l s  c a n  f i n d  re s o u rc e s ,  re l a t i o n s h i p s ,  a n d  o p p o r-
t u n i t i e s  to  b e c o m e  a l l  t h a t  G o d  h a s  c re a te d  t h e m  to  b e. 

D u r i n g  t h e  we e k ,  t h e  c e n te r w i l l  b e  a  h u b  of  a ct i v i t y,  
a n g i n g  f ro m  c r i s i s  i n te r ve n t i o n  to  p e rs o n a l  a n d  s k i l l s 
 d eve l o p m e n t ,  j o b  c re a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  l i fe  c o a c h i n g ,  a n d 
e d u c a t i o n a l  p ro g ra m s .  I t  w i l l  h o u s e  fo o d  p ro j e ct s ,  u p l i f t-
m e n t  i n i t i a t i ve s ,  a n d  p l a t fo r m s  fo r e n t re p re n e u rs h i p  a n d 
i n n ova t i o n .  A st u d y  a n d  t u to r i n g  c e n te r w i l l  h e l p  c h i l d re n  ex-
c e l  i n  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n ,  w h i l e  f re e  i n te r n et  a n d  wo r ks p a c e s 
w i l l  e m p owe r a d u l t  e n t re p re n e u rs  to  b u i l d  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s e s .  

T h i s  m u l t i f u n ct i o n a l  s p a c e  w i l l  b e  a  ta n g i b l e  
ex p re s s i o n  of  G o d ’s  l ove  i n  a ct i o n — a  s a fe  
h a ve n  w h e re  h o p e,  g row t h ,  a n d  t ra n sfo r m a t i o n  t h r i ve. 

We  b e l i eve  t h e  Pa r y s  H o p e  a n d  D re a m  C e n te r w i l l  b e  a 
l i g h t h o u s e  fo r t h e  K i n g d o m , a n d  we  i nv i te  yo u  to  sta n d 
w i t h  u s  i n  fa i t h  a s  we  t r u st  G o d  to  m a ke  t h i s  v i s i o n  a  
re a l i t y.  To g et h e r,  we  c a n  s e e  H i s  d re a m  fo r Pa r y s  c o m e 
to  l i fe .
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•  A c q u i r i n g  t h e  La n d :  S e c u r i n g 
a  s t ra te g i c a l l y  l o c a te d  
p ro p e r t y  to  e s ta b l i s h  t h e 
Pa r y s  H o p e  a n d  D re a m 
C e n te r  a s  a  b e a c o n  of  h o p e 
a n d  t ra n s fo r m a t i o n  fo r  t h e 
c o m m u n i t y.

•  C o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  F a c i l i t i e s : 
B u i l d i n g  p u r p o s e - d e s i g n e d 
s p a c e s  to  a c c o m m o d a te 
s a fe  h o u s e s ,  e d u c a t i o n a l 
c e n t re s ,  s k i l l s - d eve l o p m e n t 
a re a s ,  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  
g a t h e r i n g  s p a c e s .

•  A p p o i n t i n g  Pa s s i o n a te  S ta f f : 
Re c r u i t i n g  a n d  e q u i p p i n g 
d e d i c a te d  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o 
a re  c o m m i t te d  to  s e r v i n g  t h e 
Pa r y s  c o m m u n i t y  w i t h  exc e l -
l e n c e  a n d  c o m p a s s i o n .

•  E s ta b l i s h i n g  E f f i c i e n t  S y s -
te m s :  I m p l e m e n t i n g  ro b u s t 
a d m i n i s t ra t i ve  a n d  o p e ra -
t i o n a l  f ra m e w o r ks  to  e n s u re 

t h e  s e a m l e s s  r u n n i n g  of  t h e 
c e n t re ’s  p ro g ra m m e s  a n d 
a c t i v i t i e s .

•  D eve l o p i n g  S u s ta i n a b l e 
P ro g ra m m e s :  C re a t i n g  l o n g -
te r m  i n i t i a t i ve s  fo r  s k i l l s 
d eve l o p m e n t ,  j o b  c re a t i o n , 
l i fe  c o a c h i n g ,  a n d  e d u c a t i o n -
a l  s u p p o r t  t h a t  w i l l  e m p o w e r 
g e n e ra t i o n s  to  c o m e .

•  F o s te r i n g  C o m m u n i t y  Pa r t-
n e r s h i p s :  C o l l a b o ra t i n g  w i t h 
l o c a l  b u s i n e s s e s ,  o rg a n i s a -
t i o n s ,  a n d  c h u rc h e s  to  m a x i -
m i s e  t h e  c e n t re ’s  i m p a c t  a n d 
re a c h .

•  La u n c h i n g  Key  S e r v i c e s :  Ro l l -
i n g  o u t  c r i s i s  i n te r ve n t i o n , 
fo o d  p ro j e c t s ,  e n t re p re n e u r-
s h i p  p l a t fo r m s ,  a n d  o t h e r 
c r i t i c a l  s e r v i c e s  to  m e e t  t h e 
i m m e d i a te  a n d  l o n g - te r m 
n e e d s  of  t h e  Pa r y s  
c o m m u n i t y.

PROJECT OVERVIEW 18
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E ve r y  N a t i o n  F a i t h  C i t y  b e l i eve s  c h a n g i n g  t h e  c a m p u s 
c h a n g e s  t h e  w o r l d .  C a m p u s  m i n i s t r y  i s  v i ta l  b e c a u s e  i t 
e q u i p s  f u t u re  l e a d e r s ,  i n f l u e n c e r s ,  a n d  p rofe s s i o n a l s  to 
c a r r y  K i n g d o m  va l u e s  i n to  t h e i r  f i e l d s .  W i t h  o n l y  a  fe w 
ye a r s  to  s h a p e  t h e i r  l i ve s ,  w e  fo c u s  o n  b u i l d i n g  s t ro n g 
b i b l i c a l  fo u n d a t i o n s  t h a t  i m p a c t  fa i t h  a n d  p u r p o s e  fo r  a 
l i fe t i m e .  F ro m  Po tc h ef s t ro o m  to  t h e  Va a l ,  w e  a re  ra i s i n g  a 
g e n e ra t i o n  to  m a ke  a  l a s t i n g  d i f fe re n c e .

A s  o u r  m i n i s t r y  g ro w s ,  w e  t r u s t  G o d  fo r  fa c i l i t i e s  to 
re a c h  m o re  s t u d e n t s .  At  t h e  Va a l  C a m p u s ,  w e  p ra y  fo r 
a n  o n - c a m p u s  h u b  fo r  d i s c i p l e s h i p  a n d  o u t re a c h .  I n 
Po tc h ef s t ro o m ,  h o m e  to  24 ,0 0 0  s t u d e n t s ,  w e  n e e d  l a rg e r, 
p e r m a n e n t  fa c i l i t i e s  to  m e e t  i n c re a s i n g  d e m a n d s .

W i t h  yo u r  p ra ye r s  a n d  s u p p o r t ,  w e  c a n  s e c u re  t h e  s p a c e s 
n e e d e d  to  c o n t i n u e  t ra n s fo r m i n g  c a m p u s e s ,  c i t i e s ,  a n d 
t h e  w o r l d  fo r  G o d ’s  g l o r y.  To g e t h e r,  w e  c a n  s h a p e  t h e 
f u t u re .
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•  S e c u r i n g  D e d i c a te d 
C a m p u s  F a c i l i t i e s : 
A c q u i r i n g  p e r m a n e n t 
s p a c e s  o n  u n i ve r s i t y 
c a m p u s e s  i n 
Po tc h ef s t ro o m  a n d  t h e 
Va a l  to  s e r ve  a s  h u b s  fo r 
d i s c i p l e s h i p ,  w o r s h i p ,  a n d 
o u t re a c h .

•  E s ta b l i s h i n g  a  M i n i s t r y 
O f f i c e  i n  t h e  Va a l : 
C re a t i n g  a  c e n t ra l i s e d 
s p a c e  o n  t h e  Va a l 
c a m p u s  fo r  s t u d e n t s 
to  c o n n e c t ,  g ro w,  a n d 
a c c e s s  re s o u rc e s  t h a t 
s u p p o r t  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  a n d 
p e r s o n a l  d eve l o p m e n t .

•  E x p a n d i n g  F a c i l i t i e s  i n 
Po tc h ef s t ro o m :  Tr u s t i n g 
G o d  fo r  l a rg e r,  p u r p o s e -
b u i l t  ve n u e s  to  m e e t 
t h e  n e e d s  of  a  g ro w i n g 
m i n i s t r y  a n d  re a c h  t h e 
24 ,0 0 0  s t u d e n t s  o n 
c a m p u s ,  m a n y  of  w h o m 
re m a i n  u n re a c h e d .

•  Re - e s ta b l i s h i n g  Key 
A c c e s s  Po i n t s :  P ra y i n g 
fo r  re n e w e d  a c c e s s 
to  s t ra te g i c  ve n u e s , 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  u n i ve r s i t y ’s 
A u d i to r i u m ,  to  m i n i s te r  to 
l a rg e  g ro u p s  of  s t u d e n t s 
ef fe c t i ve l y.

PROJECT OVERVIEW 20
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Your
Opportunity

F o r  t h e  F u t u r e  i s  a  t h r e e - y e a r 
j o u r n ey  d e s i g n e d  t o  a d d r e s s 
t h e  n e e d  fo r  v a r i o u s  e x p a n s i o n 
p r o j e c t s  a c r o s s  a l l  t h r e e  o f  o u r 
l o c a t i o n s .  We  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t 
t h i s  i s  a  G o d - s i ze d  t a s k ,  fa r 
b ey o n d  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  a n y  o n e 
i n d i v i d u a l .  H o w ev e r,  w e  b e l i ev e 
t h a t  ev e r y o n e  c a n  p l a y  a  p a r t 
i n  m a k i n g  t h i s  v i s i o n  a  r e a l i t y. 

To  r e a c h  o u r  t a r g e t  o f  R 8 
m i l l i o n ,  w e  w i l l  n e e d  ev e r y o n e 
t o  c o n t r i b u t e .  D u r i n g  t h i s 
s e r i e s  y o u  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a 
P l e d g e  C a r d ,  w h i c h  s e r v e s  a s 
a n  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  b e  p r a y e r f u l l y 
a n d  f i n a n c i a l l y  i n v o l v e d  i n 
t h e  F o r  t h e  F u t u r e  v i s i o n  by 
m a k i n g  a  f i n a n c i a l  c o m m i t m e n t 
ov e r  a  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e .  
 
T h i s  p l e d g e  i s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o 
y o u r  r e g u l a r  t i t h e s ,  a l l o w i n g 
y o u  t o  s t r e t c h  y o u r  fa i t h  a s 
w e  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  t o w a r d s  t h i s 
g o a l .  O n  C o m m i t m e n t  S u n d a y 
( 9  M a rc h  2 0 25 ) ,  w e  w i l l  r e t u r n 
o u r  p l e d g e s  t o g e t h e r  d u r i n g 

t h e  s e r v i c e .  T h e  fo l l o w i n g 
w e e k ,  o n  F a i t h  O f fe r i n g  S u n d a y 
( 1 6  M a rc h  2 0 25 ) ,  w e  w i l l  a l l 
b r i n g  o u r  b e s t  f i n a n c i a l  g i f t 
a s  p a r t  o f  o u r  t o t a l  p l e d g e . 
T h e s e  g i f t s  w i l l  g o  d i r e c t l y 
t o  t h e  f u n d s  n e e d e d  t o  k i c k-
s t a r t  t h e s e  v i t a l  p r o j e c t s . 

A s  y o u  p r a y  a b o u t  w h a t  G o d 
m a y  b e  a s k i n g  y o u  t o  g i v e ,  w e 
e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  e m b r a c e 
t h i s  a s  a  s p i r i t u a l  j o u r n ey.  T h e 
a m o u n t s  p l e d g e d  w i l l  v a r y 
f r o m  p e r s o n  t o  p e r s o n ,  b u t 
ev e r y o n e  h a s  a  r o l e  t o  p l a y.  
 
B y  c o m p l e t i n g  y o u r  p l e d g e 
c a r d  a n d  r e t u r n i n g  i t  o n 
C o m m i t m e n t  S u n d a y,  y o u  a r e 
h e l p i n g  t o  m a ke  t h i s  v i s i o n  a 
r e a l i t y.  To  h e l p  y o u  v i s u a l i s e 
t h e  i m p a c t  y o u r  p l e d g e  c a n 
h a v e  ov e r  t i m e ,  p l e a s e  r e fe r  t o 
t h e  c h a r t  p r ov i d e d .  I n d i v i d u a l l y, 
e a c h  o f  u s  c a n  m a ke  a 
d i f fe r e n c e ,  b u t  t o g e t h e r,  w e  w i l l 
c r e a t e  a  l a s t i n g  l e g a c y  t h a t  w i l l 
i m p a c t  g e n e r a t i o n s  t o  c o m e .



Three (3) annual total gifts through Februar y 2028. 
Calculation approximations based on 36 months (156 weeks).

This worksheet shows the 
impact your gift can have 
over 3 years

TOTAL GIFT* ANNUAL MONTHLY WEEKLY

R1,000,000 R333,333 R27,778 R6,410

R750,000 R250,000 R20,833 R4,808

R500,000 R166,667 R13,889 R3,205

R250,000 R83,333 R6,944 R1,603

R100,000 R33,333 R2,778 R641

R75,000 R25,000 R2,083 R481

R50,000 R16,667 R1,389 R321

R25,000 R8,333 R694 R160

R10,000 R3,333 R278 R64

R5,000 R1,667 R139 R32
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Timeline
& Key 
Dates Small Group 

Sign Ups

FEBRUARY 02

Small Groups 
Launch
Family devotions  
start Monday, 
February 10th.

For the Future:
Week One

FEBRUARY 09

Prayer and 
Worship Night

For the Future:
Week Two

FEBRUARY 16

For the Future:
Week Three

FEBRUARY 23

Faith Offering 
Sunday

For the Future:
Week Six

MARCH 16

Leadership 
Gathering

For the Future:
Week Four

MARCH 02

Commitment 
Sunday

For the Future:
Week Five

MARCH 09



Get
Ready

M a r k  Yo u r  C a l e n d a r s

At te n d  E ve r y  We e k

J o i n  A  C o n n e c t  G ro u p

PROJECT OVERVIEW 24
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Week
One

A God Future

WEEK ONE |  A GOD FUTU RE
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1. What will God do if I do nothing?

2. What would God do if I sacrificed something?

3. What could God do through me if I obeyed?

Isaiah 58:12, Matthew 6:33

1 . We Build on
J o h n  1 4 : 6,  M a t t h ew 7: 24 -27,  M a t t h ew 1 3 : 5 8, 
Reve l a t i o n  1 : 6 -8

2. We Build
G e n es i s  1 : 27,  I s a i a h  9 : 6,  J o h n  1 :1 8,  J o h n  3 : 3, 
J o h n  3 :1 6,  G a l a t i a n s  3 : 26

3. We Rebuild Our
I s a i a h  5 8 :1 2 ,  H e b rews  11 :1 6

How to Build a God Future

A God Future

3 Questions of Faith
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Connect 
Group
Discussion
Guide

I c e b re a ke r Q u est i o n s :

F u n :  I f  yo u  c o u l d  s e e  o n e  f u t u re  eve n t  i n  yo u r  l i fe ,  w h a t  w o u l d 
yo u  w a n t  to  s e e?
C h e c k- i n :  W h a t ’s  o n e  t h i n g  yo u ’ re  l o o k i n g  fo r w a rd  to  i n  t h e 
c o m i n g  m o n t h ?
P r a y e r  R e q u e s t :  H o w  c a n  w e  p ra y  fo r  yo u  a s  yo u  t h i n k  a b o u t 
yo u r  f u t u re?

S c r i pt u re Pa s s a g e :

J e r e m i a h  2 9 : 1 1  ( N LT )
“ F o r  I  k n o w  t h e  p l a n s  I  h a ve  fo r  yo u ,”  s a y s  t h e  LO R D.  “ T h ey 
a re  p l a n s  fo r  g o o d  a n d  n o t  fo r  d i s a s te r,  to  g i ve  yo u  a  f u t u re 
a n d  a  h o p e .” 

C o n n e ct  G ro u p D i s c u s s i o n  Q u est i o n s :

1 .   U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  P r o m i s e

I n  J e re m i a h ,  G o d  s p o ke  t h e s e  w o rd s  to  I s ra e l i te s  ex i l e d  i n 
B a by l o n ,  fa r  f ro m  t h e i r  h o m e s  a n d  eve r y t h i n g  fa m i l i a r.  H o w 
m i g h t  t h e i r  c o n tex t  s h a p e  h o w  t h ey  re c e i ve d  t h i s  p ro m i s e?

2 .  R e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  P r o m i s e  To d a y

G o d ’s  p l a n  fo r  a  “ f u t u re  a n d  a  h o p e ”  s p e a ks  to  H i s  i n te n t i o n s 
fo r  u s .  H o w  d o e s  k n o w i n g  t h a t  G o d  h a s  a  g o o d  f u t u re  fo r  u s 
c h a n g e  t h e  w a y  w e  fa c e  c h a l l e n g e s  o r  u n c e r ta i n t i e s  to d a y ?

 

A God Future
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Key Verses  -  Isaiah 58:12, Matthew 6:33, Revelation 1:6-8, 
John 3:16, John 1:18, Hebrews 11:16

3 .  Tr u s t i n g  G o d  i n  U n c e r t a i n t y
T h e  I s ra e l i te s  h a d  to  w a i t  70  ye a r s  to  s e e  t h i s  p ro m i s e  f u l f i l l e d 
(J e re m i a h  2 9 : 1 0) .  H o w  d o  w e  p ra c t i c e  p a t i e n c e  a n d  t r u s t  i n 
G o d ’s  p l a n  w h e n  w e  d o n ’ t  s e e  i m m e d i a te  re s u l t s?

B i b l i c a l  N a r ra t i ve

C o n s i d e r  t h e  s to r y  of  J o s e p h  (G e n e s i s  37,  3 9 - 4 5) .  T h o u g h  s o l d 
i n to  s l a ve r y  a n d  fa c i n g  n u m e ro u s  h a rd s h i p s ,  J o s e p h  t r u s te d 
G o d ’s  p ro m i s e s .  La te r,  h e  s a w  h o w  G o d ’s  p l a n  w o r ke d  o u t ,  n o t 
j u s t  fo r  h i s  g o o d  b u t  fo r  h i s  fa m i l y  a n d  t h e  n a t i o n  of  I s ra e l .  T h i s 
s to r y  i l l u s t ra te s  t h a t  G o d ’s  v i s i o n  fo r  o u r  f u t u re  c a n  of te n  i n -
c l u d e  u n ex p e c te d  p a t h s  b u t  a l w a y s  h o l d s  p u r p o s e  a n d  h o p e .

A p p l i c a t i o n  Q u est i o n s :

1 .  P e r s o n a l  R e f l e c t i o n
W h a t  a re  s o m e  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  yo u r  l i fe  w h e re  i t ’s  h a rd  to  s e e  “a 
f u t u re  a n d  a  h o p e ” ?  H o w  d o e s  J e re m i a h ’s  m e s s a g e  e n c o u ra g e 
yo u ?

2 . P e r s p e c t i v e  S h i f t
H o w  d o e s  i t  c h a n g e  t h i n g s  to  v i e w  c u r re n t  c h a l l e n g e s  a s  p a r t 
of  a  l a rg e r,  h o p ef u l  f u t u re  d e s i g n e d  by  G o d ?  C a n  yo u  t h i n k  of  a 
t i m e  w h e n  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  s e e m e d  n e g a t i ve  w a s  a c t u a l l y  u s e d 
fo r  g o o d ?

3 .  A c t i o n  S t e p
T h i n k  of  o n e  a re a  i n  yo u r  l i fe  w h e re  yo u  c a n  s ta r t  t r u s t i n g  G o d ’s 
“g o o d  f u t u re ”  fo r  yo u .  W h a t ’s  a  p ra c t i c a l  s te p  yo u  c a n  ta ke  t h i s 
w e e k  to  fo c u s  o n  G o d ’s  h o p e  ra t h e r  t h a n  yo u r  w o r r y ?

C h a l l e n g e fo r G row t h :

T h i s  w e e k ,  s p e n d  a  fe w  m o m e n t s  e a c h  d a y  re m i n d i n g  yo u r s e l f 
of  G o d ’s  g o o d  p l a n  fo r  yo u r  f u t u re .  W h e n  yo u  fa c e  a  w o r r y  o r  u n -
c e r ta i n t y,  p ra y  a n d  t h a n k  G o d  fo r  H i s  fa i t h f u l n e s s ,  a n d  a s k  H i m 
to  s h o w  yo u  s m a l l  s i g n s  of  h o p e  a n d  d i re c t i o n .



L i fe  of te n  fe e l s  u n c e r ta i n ,  l e a v i n g  u s  q u e s t i o n i n g  w h a t 
l i e s  a h e a d .  F o r  t h e  I s ra e l i te s  i n  J e re m i a h ’s  t i m e ,  ex i l e 
s e e m e d  l i ke  t h e  e n d  of  t h e i r  s to r y.  Ye t ,  i n  t h e  m i d s t  of 
t h e i r  p a i n ,  G o d  s p o ke  t h e s e  p o w e r f u l  w o rd s ,  re m i n d i n g 
t h e m — a n d  u s — t h a t  H e  h o l d s  a  g o o d  f u t u re  i n  H i s  h a n d s . 
T h i s  p ro m i s e ,  ro o te d  i n  H i s  l ove ,  a s s u re s  u s  t h a t  G o d ’s 
p l a n s  t ra n s c e n d  o u r  p re s e n t  c h a l l e n g e s .  Ro m a n s  8 : 2 8 
e c h o e s  t h i s  t r u t h ,  a f f i r m i n g  t h a t  “ i n  a l l  t h i n g s ,  G o d  w o r ks 
fo r  t h e  g o o d  of  t h o s e  w h o  l ove  H i m .”

J u s t  a s  G o d ’s  w o rd s  b ro u g h t  h o p e  to  t h e  I s ra e l i te s ,  t h ey 
c a n  i n s p i re  u s  to d a y.  We  m a y  n o t  a l w a y s  s e e  t h e  ro a d 
a h e a d  c l e a r l y,  b u t  w e  c a n  t r u s t  t h a t  G o d  i s  a l re a d y 
p re p a r i n g  t h e  w a y.

R e f l e c t i o n :
W h a t  a re a s  of  yo u r  l i fe  fe e l  u n c e r ta i n  to d a y ?
H o w  c a n  yo u  s u r re n d e r  yo u r  p l a n s  to  G o d ’s  d i v i n e 
w i s d o m ?

P r a y e r :
Lo rd ,  t h a n k  Yo u  fo r  p ro m i s i n g  a  f u t u re  f i l l e d  w i t h  h o p e . 
H e l p  m e  t r u s t  Yo u r  p l a n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  t h e  p a t h  a h e a d 
fe e l s  u n c l e a r.  G u i d e  m y  s te p s  to d a y.  A m e n .
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“ F o r  I  k n o w  t h e  p l a n s  I  h a v e  fo r  y o u , ”  s a y s  t h e 
LO R D .  “ T h ey  a r e  p l a n s  fo r  g o o d  a n d  n o t  fo r 
d i s a s t e r,  t o  g i v e  y o u  a  f u t u r e  a n d  a  h o p e . ”  
-  J e r e m i a h  2 9 : 1 1

A F u t u re of  H o p e
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Behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and behold, 
my sheaf arose and stood upright. And behold, your 
sheaves gathered around it and bowed down to my sheaf.” 
- Genesis 37:5-11 

Dreams & Detours

L i fe ’s  u n p re d i c ta b i l i t y  c a n  b e  d i s h e a r te n i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y 
w h e n  o u r  d re a m s  s e e m  fa r  o u t  of  re a c h .  J o s e p h ’s  s to r y 
s h o w s  u s  t h a t  t h e  p a t h  to  f u l f i l l i n g  G o d ’s  p l a n  of te n 
i n vo l ve s  u n ex p e c te d  t w i s t s .  T h o u g h  h e  w a s  b e t ra ye d  by 
h i s  b ro t h e r s ,  s o l d  i n to  s l a ve r y,  a n d  i m p r i s o n e d  u n j u s t l y, 
J o s e p h ’s  j o u r n ey  w a s  n o t  w a s te d .  E a c h  t r i a l  s h a p e d  h i m 
a n d  m ove d  h i m  c l o s e r  to  t h e  p u r p o s e  G o d  h a d  d e s i g n e d 
fo r  h i s  l i fe .

T h e  d e to u r s  w e  fa c e  a re  of te n  p a r t  of  G o d ’s  p re p a ra t i o n 
fo r  s o m e t h i n g  g re a te r.  L i ke  J o s e p h ,  w e  c a n  t r u s t  t h a t  G o d 
u s e s  eve n  t h e  m o s t  c h a l l e n g i n g  c i rc u m s ta n c e s  to  ref i n e 
u s  a n d  w o r k  o u t  H i s  p e r fe c t  w i l l .

R e f l e c t i o n :
T h i n k  of  a  t i m e  w h e n  l i fe  d i d n ’ t  g o  a s  yo u  p l a n n e d .  H o w  d i d 
i t  p re p a re  yo u  fo r  w h e re  yo u  a re  n o w ?
H o w  c a n  yo u  re s p o n d  to  l i fe ’s  d e to u r s  w i t h  fa i t h  a n d  t r u s t 
i n  G o d ?

P r a y e r :
F a t h e r,  t h a n k  Yo u  fo r  w o r k i n g  t h ro u g h  eve r y  c i rc u m s ta n c e 
i n  m y  l i fe .  H e l p  m e  to  t r u s t  Yo u  w h e n  t h e  p a t h  i s  u n c l e a r, 
k n o w i n g  t h a t  Yo u  a re  p re p a r i n g  m e  fo r  g re a te r  t h i n g s . 
A m e n .
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“And we know that in all things God works for the good of 
those who love Him, who have been called according to 
His purpose.” 
- Romans 8:28

All Things for Good
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D o  yo u  eve r  l o o k  b a c k  a t  yo u r  l i fe  a n d  s e e  h o w  c e r ta i n 
eve n t s ,  eve n  d i f f i c u l t  o n e s ,  l e d  to  u n ex p e c te d  b l e s s i n g s? 
Ro m a n s  8 : 2 8  re m i n d s  u s  of  t h i s  p o w e r f u l  t r u t h :  G o d  i s 
a l w a y s  w o r k i n g  fo r  t h e  g o o d  of  t h o s e  w h o  l ove  H i m .  T h i s 
d o e s n ’ t  m e a n  t h a t  eve r y  m o m e n t  w i l l  fe e l  g o o d ,  b u t  i t 
a s s u re s  u s  t h a t  n o  ex p e r i e n c e  i s  w a s te d  i n  H i s  h a n d s .
J o s e p h ’s  l i fe  exe m p l i f i e s  t h i s  p ro m i s e .  F ro m  b e t ra ya l  a n d 
i m p r i s o n m e n t  to  b e c o m i n g  a  r u l e r  i n  E g y p t ,  eve r y  c h a p te r 
of  h i s  s to r y  s e r ve d  a  g re a te r  p u r p o s e .  W h a t  h i s  b ro t h e r s 
i n te n d e d  fo r  h a r m ,  G o d  u s e d  to  s a ve  m a n y  l i ve s  (G e n e s i s 
5 0 : 2 0) .  We ,  to o ,  c a n  t r u s t  t h a t  G o d ’s  u l t i m a te  p l a n  i s  g o o d , 
eve n  w h e n  i t ’s  n o t  i m m e d i a te l y  v i s i b l e .

R e f l e c t i o n :
A re  t h e re  m o m e n t s  i n  yo u r  l i fe  t h a t  fe l t  p a i n f u l  b u t ,  i n 
h i n d s i g h t ,  b ro u g h t  u n ex p e c te d  g ro w t h  o r  b l e s s i n g ?
H o w  c a n  yo u  h o l d  o n to  G o d ’s  p ro m i s e  i n  s i t u a t i o n s  w h e re 
yo u  d o n ’ t  ye t  s e e  t h e  g o o d ?

P r a y e r :
Lo rd ,  t h a n k  Yo u  fo r  w e a v i n g  eve r y  p a r t  of  m y  l i fe  i n to  Yo u r 
b e a u t i f u l  p u r p o s e .  H e l p  m e  to  t r u s t  i n  Yo u r  g o o d n e s s  a n d 
to  s e e  Yo u r  h a n d  a t  w o r k ,  eve n  i n  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s .  A m e n .
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“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight. 
In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will  make straight your paths.” 
- Proverbs 3:5-6

Guided by God
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D e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  c a n  fe e l  ove r w h e l m i n g  a t  t i m e s .  W i t h 
s o  m a n y  o p t i o n s  a n d  u n k n o w n s ,  i t ’s  e a sy  to  re l y  s o l e l y 
o n  o u r  o w n  u n d e r s ta n d i n g .  B u t  P rove r b s  3 : 5 - 6  i n v i te s  u s 
i n to  a  d e e p e r  t r u s t— o n e  t h a t  d e p e n d s  n o t  o n  o u r  l i m i te d 
p e r s p e c t i ve  b u t  o n  G o d ’s  i n f i n i te  w i s d o m .
To  t r u s t  G o d  f u l l y  m e a n s  to  b r i n g  H i m  i n to  eve r y  a re a 
of  l i fe ,  b i g  a n d  s m a l l .  J o s e p h  d i d  t h i s  d u r i n g  h i s  ye a r s  i n 
E g y p t ,  s e e k i n g  G o d ’s  d i re c t i o n  w h e t h e r  h e  w a s  i n  a  p r i s o n 
c e l l  o r  t h e  p a l a c e .  W h e n  w e  a c k n o w l e d g e  G o d  i n  a l l  o u r 
w a y s ,  w e  o p e n  o u r s e l ve s  to  H i s  g u i d a n c e  a n d  ex p e r i e n c e 
H i s  fa i t h f u l n e s s  to  l e a d  u s  o n  t h e  r i g h t  p a t h .

R e f l e c t i o n :
A re  t h e re  d e c i s i o n s  i n  yo u r  l i fe  w h e re  yo u ’ ve  b e e n  re l y i n g 
m o re  o n  yo u r  o w n  u n d e r s ta n d i n g  t h a n  G o d ’s  g u i d a n c e?
H o w  c a n  yo u  i n v i te  G o d  i n to  t h o s e  a re a s  to d a y ?

P r a y e r :
F a t h e r,  t h a n k  Yo u  fo r  b e i n g  m y  g u i d e .  Te a c h  m e  to  t r u s t 
Yo u  c o m p l e te l y  a n d  to  s e e k  Yo u r  w i s d o m  i n  a l l  t h a t  I  d o . 
H e l p  m e  to  fo l l o w  t h e  p a t h s  Yo u  h a ve  p re p a re d  fo r  m e . 
A m e n .
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H a ve  yo u  eve r  w a tc h e d  a n  e a g l e  g l i d e  ef fo r t l e s s l y 
t h ro u g h  t h e  s k y ?  I t ’s  a  p i c t u re  of  s t re n g t h  a n d  f re e d o m , 
b u t  i t  d i d n ’ t  s ta r t  t h a t  w a y.  E a g l e s  m u s t  w a i t  p a t i e n t l y  fo r 
t h e i r  w i n g s  to  g ro w  s t ro n g  e n o u g h  to  c a r r y  t h e m .  I s a i a h 
4 0 : 3 1  re m i n d s  u s  t h a t  w a i t i n g  o n  G o d  i s  n o t  p a s s i ve — i t ’s 
a n  a c t i ve  h o p e  t h a t  s t re n g t h e n s  u s .

F o r  t h e  I s ra e l i te s ,  w a i t i n g  m e a n t  t r u s t i n g  G o d ’s  p ro m i s e 
of  re s to ra t i o n  w h i l e  i n  ex i l e .  F o r  J o s e p h ,  i t  m e a n t  ye a r s  of 
fa i t h f u l n e s s  i n  u n s e e n  p l a c e s  b efo re  s te p p i n g  i n to  G o d ’s 
p l a n .  W h e n  w e  p l a c e  o u r  h o p e  i n  t h e  Lo rd ,  H e  re n e w s  o u r 
s t re n g t h  to  r i s e  a b ove  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  p e r s eve re  t h ro u g h 
s e a s o n s  of  w a i t i n g .

R e f l e c t i o n :
W h a t  a re  yo u  w a i t i n g  o n  G o d  fo r  i n  t h i s  s e a s o n ?
H o w  c a n  yo u  u s e  t h i s  t i m e  to  g ro w  s t ro n g e r  i n  yo u r  fa i t h ? 

P r a y e r :
Lo rd ,  t h a n k  Yo u  fo r  re n e w i n g  m y  s t re n g t h  a s  I  p l a c e  m y 
h o p e  i n  Yo u .  H e l p  m e  to  w a i t  p a t i e n t l y,  t r u s t i n g  t h a t  Yo u r 
t i m i n g  i s  p e r fe c t .  F i l l  m e  w i t h  e n d u ra n c e  a n d  p e a c e  to d a y. 
A m e n .

“But those who hope in the LORD will renew their 
strength. They will  soar on wings like eagles; they will 
run and not grow wear y, they will  walk and not be faint.” 
-  Isaiah 40:31

Strengthened while I’m Waiting
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Talk to God about it:



Steven &  
Rista Bampa

Testimony #1 

O u r  s to r y  b e g i n s  w i t h  t h e  fo u n d a t i o n  of  fa i t h .  S teve n  a n d  I  m e t  a t 
c h u rc h  i n  2 0 0 2 .  W i t h i n  m o n t h s ,  w e  g o t  m a r r i e d  a n d  b e g a n  a  l i fe 
f i l l e d  w i t h  b l e s s i n g s  a n d  c h a l l e n g e s .  We  m ove d  to  Pa r y s  i n  2 0 0 3 
a n d  i t  w a s  d i f f i c u l t .  Re l a t i o n s h i p s  a re  m y  a n c h o r,  s o  m ov i n g  to 
a n o t h e r  c i t y  w a s  h a rd ,  b u t  ove r  t i m e  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  of  p e o p l e  w e 
fo u n d  b e c a m e  m o re  t h a n  j u s t  f r i e n d s ,  t h ey  b e c a m e  o u r  fa m i l y. 
I n  2 0 07,  w e  fe l t  re a d y  to  s ta r t  o u r  fa m i l y,  i n s p i re d  by  fa i t h 
to  h a ve  s i x  c h i l d re n .  Ye t ,  m o n t h  a f te r  m o n t h ,  w e  fa c e d 
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t .  D u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e ,  a  p a re n t i n g  c o u r s e  w e 
o rg a n i s e d  l e d  to  a  p i vo ta l  m o m e n t ;  a  p ro p h e c y  e n c o u ra g i n g  u s 
to  re m a i n  o p e n  to  a d o p t i o n .  S h o r t l y  a f te r,  w e  b e c a m e  p re g n a n t 
w i t h  o u r  f i r s t  s o n ,  E t h e o n ,  b o r n  i n  2 0 0 9.  T h e  fo l l o w i n g  ye a r s 
b ro u g h t  u s  t h re e  m o re  s o n s :  C a l d o n ,  D e c l a n ,  a n d  M i k h a i l . 

W h i l e  p re g n a n t  w i t h  M i k h a i l ,  I  ( R i s ta )  s e c re t l y  h o p e d  fo r  a n o t h e r 
b oy,  d e s p i te  t w o  p ro p h e c i e s  a b o u t  a  d a u g h te r.  W h e n  M i k h a i l 
w a s  b o r n ,  t h e  v i s i o n s  of  a  g i r l  re m a i n e d  a  m y s te r y.  A s  w e 
n a v i g a te d  a  c h a l l e n g i n g  p e r i o d  of  i l l n e s s ,  s l e e p l e s s  n i g h t s , 
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a n d  fa i t h - te s t i n g  m o m e n t s ,  I  fe l t  a n 
u n s h a ka b l e  c a l l i n g  to  a d o p t .  S teve n , 
b u rd e n e d  by  h i s  o w n  ex p e r i e n c e s 
a n d  o u r  c u r re n t  s t r u g g l e s ,  h e s i ta te d , 
l e a d i n g  to  f r u s t ra t i o n  a n d  c o n f l i c t . 

O n e  n i g h t ,  I  d e m a n d e d  a  s i g n  f ro m 
G o d  a b o u t  a d o p t i o n .  W h i l e  I  d i s m i s s e d 
s u b t l e  c o n f i r m a t i o n s ,  G o d  w a s  w o r k i n g 
o n  S teve n ’s  h e a r t .  A f te r  re a d i n g 
a n  a d o p t i o n - fo c u s e d  b o o k ,  S teve n 
ex p e r i e n c e d  a  c h a n g e .  T h e  v i s i o n  of  a 
g i r l  d a n c i n g  i n  o u r  h o m e  b e c a m e  c l e a r : 
t h i s  w a s  ‘o u r  Ka ra . ’  O n  S e p te m b e r 
2 0,  2 0 1 7,  Ka ra  j o i n e d  o u r  fa m i l y. 

D u r i n g  t h e  2 0 2 0  l o c kd o w n ,  t h e  p ro m i s e  of  s i x  c h i l d re n  re s u r fa c e d . 
We  s a w  G o d ’s  t i m i n g  u n fo l d ,  l e a d i n g  to  t h e  a d o p t i o n  of  C a d e e -
G ra c e  i n  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 1 .  H e r  n a m e ,  m e a n i n g  ‘ p u re  g ra c e , ’ 
ref l e c t s  t h e  u n d e s e r ve d  b l e s s i n g  of  ra i s i n g  s i x  b e a u t i f u l  c h i l d re n . 

Ra i s i n g  s i x  c h i l d re n  i s n ’ t  e a sy,  b u t  i t  i s  d e e p l y  re w a rd i n g . 
O u r  fa m i l y  t h r i ve s  o n  to g e t h e r n e s s ,  c e l e b ra t i n g  v i c to r i e s , 
n a v i g a t i n g  c h a l l e n g e s ,  a n d  b u i l d i n g  t ra d i t i o n s .  We  b e l i eve 
l ove  i s  s p e l l e d  T- I - M - E  a n d  i n te n t i o n a l l y  c re a te  m o m e n t s  to 
b o n d  t h ro u g h  g a m e s ,  m e a l s ,  a n d  p ra ye r.  W h i l e  s i b l i n g  r i va l r y 
a n d  s e t b a c ks  te s t  u s ,  g ra t i t u d e  a n d  fa i t h  a n c h o r  o u r  j o u r n ey. 

A d o p t i o n  h a s  ta u g h t  u s  p rofo u n d  t r u t h s  a b o u t  G o d ’s  g ra c e .  J u s t 
a s  o u r  d a u g h te r s  re c e i ve d  n e w  n a m e s  a n d  i d e n t i t i e s ,  w e  a re 
m a d e  n e w  i n  C h r i s t .  T h i s  u n d e r s ta n d i n g  s h a p e s  o u r  p a re n t i n g 
a n d  re i n fo rc e s  o u r  c o m m i t m e n t  to  b u i l d i n g  a  fa m i l y  ro o te d  i n  l ove 
a n d  fa i t h .  C u r re n t l y,  w e  a s  a  fa m i l y  a re  c o n s t r u c t i n g  a  b o m a  i n  o u r 
b a c k ya rd  —  a  m e ta p h o r  fo r  o u r  l i fe  to g e t h e r.  D e s p i te  f r u s t ra t i o n s 
a n d  m i s s te p s ,  t h e  p ro c e s s  sy m b o l i ze s  g ro w t h ,  re s i l i e n c e ,  a n d 
u n i t y.  L i ke  l i fe ,  i t ’s  m e s sy,  b u t  t h e  o u tc o m e  i s  w o r t h  eve r y  ef fo r t . 

O u r  te s t i m o n y  h i g h l i g h t s  t h a t  m i ra c l e s  of te n  a r i s e  f ro m  c h a l l e n g i n g 
c i rc u m s ta n c e s .  We ’ ve  l e a r n e d  to  t r u s t  G o d ’s  t i m i n g  a n d  g u i d a n c e , 
e m b ra c i n g  b o t h  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  a n d  t r i a l s .  O u r  j o u r n ey  i s  fa r  f ro m 
ove r,  b u t  w e  a re  exc i te d  a b o u t  t h e  f u t u re  H e  h a s  fo r  u s .  T h ro u g h 
fa i t h ,  fa m i l y,  a n d  p e r s eve ra n c e ,  w e  h a ve  d i s c ove re d  t h e  b e a u t y 
of  G o d ’s  p l a n s ,  p rov i n g  t h a t  w i t h  H i m ,  eve n  t h e  m o s t  i m p e r fe c t 
j o u r n ey s  a re  ex t ra o rd i n a r y.
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M a t t h ew 25 :1 4

I s a i a h  5 8 :1 2 ,  M a t t h ew 6 : 3 3

1 . Who   it  al l?
Ps a l m  24 :1

2. A steward is not an owner, but a
over something owned by another.

1 . God Owns
M a t t h ew 6 : 2 1 ,  Prove r bs  4 : 23, M a t t h ew 25 :1 5 -1 6

2. God expects us to   
what He gives us.
M a t t h ew 25 : 2 0 -23

3. God holds us
M a t t h ew 25 : 24 -3 0

4. We must not take l ightly what God
  to us.

5. Stewardship starts with

Understanding God’s Perspective

God’s Perspective
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Key Verses  -  Isaiah 58:12,  Psalm 24:1,  Matthew 
6:21,  Proverbs 4:23,  Matthew 25:14-16,  20-30

Connect 
Group
Discussion
Guide

I c e b re a ke r Q u est i o n s :

F u n :  I f  yo u  c o u l d  h a ve  a  “ G o d ’s  eye  v i e w ”  o n  a n y  o n e  a re a  of 
yo u r  l i fe ,  w h a t  w o u l d  i t  b e?
C h e c k- i n :  H o w  h a s  yo u r  w e e k  b e e n ?  I s  t h e re  a n y t h i n g  t h a t ’s 
b e e n  o n  yo u r  m i n d ?
P r a y e r  R e q u e s t :  I s  t h e re  a n  a re a  i n  yo u r  l i fe  w h e re  yo u  n e e d 
G o d ’s  p e r s p e c t i ve?

S c r i pt u re Pa s s a g e :

I s a i a h  5 5 : 8 - 9  ( N LT )
“ M y  t h o u g h t s  a re  n o t h i n g  l i ke  yo u r  t h o u g h t s ,”  s a y s  t h e  LO R D. 
“A n d  m y  w a y s  a re  fa r  b eyo n d  a n y t h i n g  yo u  c o u l d  i m a g i n e .  F o r 
j u s t  a s  t h e  h e a ve n s  a re  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  e a r t h ,  s o  m y  w a y s 
a re  h i g h e r  t h a n  yo u r  w a y s  a n d  m y  t h o u g h t s  h i g h e r  t h a n  yo u r 
t h o u g h t s .”

 

C o n n e ct  G ro u p D i s c u s s i o n  Q u est i o n s :

1 .  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  G o d ’s  P e r s p e c t i v e
T h i s  p a s s a g e  reve a l s  t h a t  G o d ’s  w a y s  a n d  t h o u g h t s  a re  fa r 
a b ove  o u r s .  H o w  d o  t h e s e  ve r s e s  s h a p e  yo u r  u n d e r s ta n d i n g 
of  G o d ’s  w i s d o m  a n d  H i s  p l a n s?

2 .  O u r  L i m i t a t i o n s  v s .  G o d ’s  V i e w
I s a i a h  w a s  s p e a k i n g  to  p e o p l e  w i t h  l i m i te d  u n d e r s ta n d i n g  of 
w h a t  G o d  w a s  d o i n g  i n  t h e i r  l i ve s  a n d  t h e i r  w o r l d .  C a n  yo u 
t h i n k  of  a  t i m e  w h e n  yo u  d i d n ’ t  u n d e r s ta n d  G o d ’s  p l a n ,  b u t 
l a te r  s a w  H i s  w i s d o m  i n  i t ?

God’s Perspective



3 . Le a r n i n g  t o  Tr u s t  G o d ’s  P e r s p e c t i v e
H o w  c a n  w e  re m i n d  o u r s e l ve s  to  t r u s t  G o d ’s  w a y s ,  e s p e c i a l l y 
w h e n  l i fe  d o e s n ’ t  m a ke  s e n s e?

B i b l i c a l  N a r ra t i ve :

T h e  S to r y  of  E l i s h a  a n d  H i s  S e r va n t  ( 2  K i n g s  6 : 1 5 -1 7 ) :  W h e n  t h e 
A ra m e a n  a r m y  s u r ro u n d e d  t h e  c i t y  to  c a p t u re  E l i s h a ,  h i s  s e r va n t 
p a n i c ke d ,  s e e i n g  o n l y  t h e  d a n g e r  a ro u n d  t h e m .  B u t  E l i s h a ,  s e e i n g 
f ro m  G o d ’s  p e r s p e c t i ve ,  re a s s u re d  h i m ,  s a y i n g ,  “ D o n ’ t  b e  a f ra i d , 
fo r  t h e re  a re  m o re  o n  o u r  s i d e  t h a n  o n  t h e i r s .”  E l i s h a  p ra ye d  fo r 
G o d  to  o p e n  h i s  s e r va n t ’s  eye s ,  a n d  s u d d e n l y,  t h e  s e r va n t  s a w 
t h e  h i l l s  f i l l e d  w i t h  h o r s e s  a n d  c h a r i o t s  of  f i re .  T h i s  s to r y  s h o w s 
t h a t  G o d ’s  p e r s p e c t i ve  reve a l s  a  re a l i t y  b eyo n d  w h a t  w e  c a n  s e e , 
re m i n d i n g  u s  t h a t  H e  i s  a l w a y s  a t  w o r k ,  eve n  w h e n  w e  fe e l  s u r-
ro u n d e d  by  c h a l l e n g e s .

A p p l i c a t i o n  Q u est i o n s :

1 .  R e f l e c t i n g  o n  Tr u s t
W h a t  a re  s o m e  a re a s  i n  yo u r  l i fe  w h e re  yo u ’ re  s t r u g g l i n g  to  s e e 
G o d ’s  p u r p o s e?  H o w  c a n  I s a i a h ’s  m e s s a g e  e n c o u ra g e  yo u  to 
t r u s t  H i m  i n  t h e s e  a re a s?
2 .  S h i f t i n g  P e r s p e c t i v e
G o d ’s  “ h i g h e r  w a y s ”  a re  a  re m i n d e r  to  a d j u s t  o u r  t h i n k i n g .  H o w 
c a n  yo u  ta ke  a  s te p  b a c k  t h i s  w e e k  to  v i e w  yo u r  c h a l l e n g e s  f ro m 
G o d ’s  p e r s p e c t i ve ,  t r u s t i n g  t h a t  H e  s e e s  t h e  w h o l e  p i c t u re?
3 .  P r a c t i c e
I d e n t i f y  o n e  a re a  i n  yo u r  l i fe  w h e re  yo u ’ re  h o l d i n g  t i g h t l y  to  yo u r 
o w n  p e r s p e c t i ve .  H o w  c a n  yo u  re l e a s e  i t  to  G o d  a n d  i n v i te  H i s 
g u i d a n c e  i n s te a d ?

C h a l l e n g e fo r G row t h :

T h i s  w e e k ,  w h e n eve r  yo u  fe e l  f r u s t ra t i o n  o r  w o r r y,  p a u s e  a n d 
p ra y,  a s k i n g  G o d  fo r  H i s  p e r s p e c t i ve .  W r i te  d o w n  a n y  n e w  i n s i g h t s 
o r  p e a c e  yo u  re c e i ve  f ro m  H i m ,  a n d  ta ke  a  m o m e n t  to  t h a n k  H i m 
fo r  H i s  w i s d o m .
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H a ve  yo u  eve r  n o t i c e d  h o w  b i g  t h i n g s  of te n  s ta r t  w i t h 
s m a l l  a c t i o n s?  A  to w e r i n g  t re e  b e g i n s  a s  a  t i n y  s e e d .  A 
m a ra t h o n  s ta r t s  w i t h  a  s i n g l e  s te p .  J e s u s  re m i n d s  u s  t h a t 
fa i t h f u l n e s s  i n  s m a l l  t h i n g s  m a t te r s  d e e p l y.  W h e t h e r  i t ’s 
a  k i n d  w o rd ,  a  s i m p l e  a c t  of  s e r v i c e ,  o r  a  q u i e t  m o m e n t  of 
p ra ye r,  G o d  s e e s  a n d  va l u e s  eve r y  ef fo r t  w e  m a ke .

J o s e p h  exe m p l i f i e d  t h i s  t r u t h  d u r i n g  h i s  t i m e  i n  E g y p t . 
Lo n g  b efo re  h e  w a s  p l a c e d  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  of  a u t h o r i t y, 
h e  p rove d  t r u s t w o r t h y  a s  a  s e r va n t  a n d  a  p r i s o n e r.  H i s 
d i l i g e n c e  a n d  i n te g r i t y  i n  s e e m i n g l y  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  ro l e s 
p re p a re d  h i m  fo r  t h e  g re a te r  c a l l i n g  G o d  h a d  i n  s to re . 
L i ke w i s e ,  w h e n  w e  a re  fa i t h f u l  i n  t h e  eve r yd a y  ta s ks ,  w e 
a re  a l i g n i n g  o u r s e l ve s  w i t h  G o d ’s  p u r p o s e s ,  n o  m a t te r 
h o w  s m a l l  t h ey  s e e m .

R e f l e c t i o n :
W h a t  s m a l l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  fo r  fa i t h f u l n e s s  c a n  yo u 
e m b ra c e  to d a y ?
H o w  c a n  yo u  s h i f t  yo u r  p e r s p e c t i ve  to  s e e  t h e s e  m o m e n t s 
a s  p a r t  of  G o d ’s  b i g g e r  p l a n ?

P r a y e r :
Lo rd ,  t h a n k  Yo u  fo r  re m i n d i n g  m e  t h a t  t h e  s m a l l  t h i n g s 
m a t te r.  H e l p  m e  to  b e  fa i t h f u l  i n  eve r y  ta s k  Yo u  p l a c e 
b efo re  m e ,  t r u s t i n g  t h a t  Yo u  a re  s h a p i n g  m e  fo r  g re a te r 
t h i n g s .  A m e n .

 “Whoever is faithful in a ver y little is faithful also in much; and 
whoever is dishonest in a ver y little is dishonest also in much.” 
- Luke 16:10

Faithful in the Small Things
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What is God saying to me?

How can I apply it?

Talk to God about it:
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A b ra h a m ’s  j o u r n ey  of  fa i t h  te a c h e s  u s  t h e  va l u e  of 
p a t i e n c e .  G o d  p ro m i s e d  h i m  d e s c e n d a n t s  a s  n u m e ro u s 
a s  t h e  s ta r s ,  ye t  h e  a n d  S a ra h  fa c e d  ye a r s  of  w a i t i n g 
b efo re  I s a a c  w a s  b o r n .  D u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h ey  s t r u g g l e d 
w i t h  d o u b t  a n d  eve n  t r i e d  to  ta ke  m a t te r s  i n to  t h e i r  o w n 
h a n d s .  B u t  G o d ’s  p l a n  u n fo l d e d  i n  H i s  p e r fe c t  t i m i n g ,  a n d 
A b ra h a m  u l t i m a te l y  b e c a m e  t h e  fa t h e r  of  m a n y  n a t i o n s .

J a m e s  1 : 4  re m i n d s  u s  t h a t  p e r s eve ra n c e  i s n ’ t  j u s t  a b o u t 
e n d u r i n g  t i m e — i t ’s  a b o u t  l e t t i n g  t h e  w a i t i n g  ref i n e  a n d 
m a t u re  u s .  A b ra h a m ’s  fa i t h  g re w  s t ro n g e r  a s  h e  l e a r n e d 
to  t r u s t  G o d  m o re  f u l l y,  eve n  w h e n  t h e  p ro m i s e  s e e m e d 
i m p o s s i b l e .  I n  t h e  s a m e  w a y,  o u r  s e a s o n s  of  w a i t i n g  a re 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  fo r  G o d  to  p re p a re  u s  fo r  t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  of 
H i s  p l a n s .

R e f l e c t i o n :
H o w  d o e s  A b ra h a m ’s  s to r y  e n c o u ra g e  yo u  i n  a  s e a s o n  of 
w a i t i n g ?
W h a t  m i g h t  G o d  b e  te a c h i n g  yo u  a s  yo u  p e r s eve re 
t h ro u g h  c h a l l e n g e s?

P r a y e r :
Lo rd ,  t h a n k  Yo u  fo r  t h e  exa m p l e  of  A b ra h a m ’s  fa i t h . 
Te a c h  m e  to  t r u s t  Yo u  i n  t h e  w a i t i n g ,  a l l o w i n g  Yo u r  w o r k 
to  m a t u re  m e  a n d  s t re n g t h e n  m y  re l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  Yo u . 
A m e n .

“Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be 
mature and complete, not lacking anything.” 
-  James 1:4

The Power of Patience
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What is God saying to me?

How can I apply it?

Talk to God about it:
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F a i t h  of te n  c a l l s  u s  to  t r u s t  w h a t  w e  c a n n o t  s e e .  W h e n 
G o d  to l d  N o a h  to  b u i l d  a n  a r k ,  t h e re  w a s  n o  v i s i b l e  s i g n  of 
t h e  f l o o d  to  c o m e .  Ye t ,  N o a h  o b eye d ,  t r u s t i n g  G o d ’s  w o rd 
a b ove  t h e  ev i d e n c e  a ro u n d  h i m .  H i s  fa i t h  w a s n ’ t  b a s e d  o n 
w h a t  h e  c o u l d  s e e  b u t  o n  h i s  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  O n e  w h o 
h a d  s p o ke n .

H e b re w s  1 1 : 1  re m i n d s  u s  t h a t  fa i t h  i s  a b o u t  a s s u ra n c e 
a n d  c o n v i c t i o n ,  n o t  c e r ta i n t y  b a s e d  o n  w h a t  w e  c a n 
c o n t ro l .  L i ke  N o a h ,  w e  a re  i n v i te d  to  t r u s t  G o d ’s  p ro m i s e s , 
eve n  w h e n  t h ey  s e e m  d i s ta n t  o r  i m p o s s i b l e .  E a c h  s te p  of 
o b e d i e n c e  d e e p e n s  o u r  fa i t h  a n d  a l i g n s  u s  w i t h  G o d ’s 
p u r p o s e ,  p re p a r i n g  u s  fo r  w h a t  H e  h a s  p l a n n e d .

R e f l e c t i o n :
W h a t  u n s e e n  p ro m i s e s  of  G o d  a re  yo u  s t r u g g l i n g  to  t r u s t 
to d a y ?
H o w  c a n  N o a h ’s  exa m p l e  e n c o u ra g e  yo u  to  ta ke  a  s te p  of 
fa i t h  i n  o b e d i e n c e?

P r a y e r :
Lo rd ,  t h a n k  Yo u  fo r  t h e  a s s u ra n c e  t h a t  c o m e s  f ro m 
t r u s t i n g  i n  Yo u r  p ro m i s e s .  S t re n g t h e n  m y  fa i t h  to  t r u s t  i n 
w h a t  I  c a n n o t  s e e  a n d  to  w a l k  i n  o b e d i e n c e  to  Yo u r  w o rd . 
A m e n .

“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen.” 
-  Hebrews 11:1

Trusting when I Can’t See
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What is God saying to me?

How can I apply it?

Talk to God about it:
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I m a g i n e  b e i n g  a s ke d  to  s u r re n d e r  t h e  t h i n g  m o s t  p re c i o u s 
to  yo u .  A b ra h a m  fa c e d  t h i s  h e a r t- w re n c h i n g  te s t  w h e n 
G o d  c a l l e d  h i m  to  s a c r i f i c e  I s a a c ,  t h e  s o n  of  p ro m i s e . 
W i t h o u t  h e s i ta t i o n ,  A b ra h a m  o b eye d ,  t r u s t i n g  t h a t  G o d ’s 
fa i t h f u l n e s s  w o u l d  p reva i l .  A s  t h e  s to r y  u n fo l d s ,  w e  s e e 
G o d ’s  p rov i s i o n — a  ra m  c a u g h t  i n  t h e  t h i c ke t— c o n f i r m i n g 
t h a t  A b ra h a m ’s  fa i t h  w a s  n o t  m i s p l a c e d .

S u r re n d e r i n g  to  G o d  d o e s n ’ t  a l w a y s  m e a n  l o s i n g  w h a t  w e 
h o l d  d e a r,  b u t  i t  d o e s  m e a n  t r u s t i n g  H i m  a b ove  a l l  e l s e . 
A b ra h a m ’s  exa m p l e  s h o w s  u s  t h e  s t re n g t h  t h a t  c o m e s 
w h e n  w e  re l e a s e  o u r  h o l d  o n  o u r  p l a n s  a n d  d e s i re s , 
a l l o w i n g  G o d  to  w o r k  i n  w a y s  b eyo n d  o u r  u n d e r s ta n d i n g .

R e f l e c t i o n :
I s  t h e re  s o m e t h i n g  i n  yo u r  l i fe  t h a t  G o d  i s  a s k i n g  yo u  to 
s u r re n d e r  to  H i m ?
H o w  d o e s  A b ra h a m ’s  o b e d i e n c e  c h a l l e n g e  a n d  i n s p i re 
yo u r  fa i t h ?

P r a y e r :
Lo rd ,  h e l p  m e  to  t r u s t  Yo u  c o m p l e te l y,  eve n  w h e n 
s u r re n d e r  fe e l s  d i f f i c u l t .  Re m i n d  m e  t h a t  Yo u  a re  fa i t h f u l 
a n d  g o o d ,  a n d  t h a t  Yo u r  p l a n s  a re  a l w a y s  fo r  m y  u l t i m a te 
g o o d .  A m e n .

“Take your son, your only son—yes, Isaac, whom you love so 
much—and go to the land of Moriah. Go and sacrifice him as a 
burnt offering on one of the mountains, which I will  show you.” 
- Genesis 22:2-3 (NLT)

Strength in Surrender
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F e a r  a n d  d o u b t  of te n  c re e p  i n  w h e n  w e ’ re  o n  t h e  ve rg e 
of  b re a k t h ro u g h .  T h e  I s ra e l i te s  fe l t  t h i s  a s  t h ey  s to o d 
t ra p p e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  Re d  S e a  a n d  P h a ra o h ’s  a d va n c i n g 
a r m y.  I n  t h a t  m o m e n t  of  d e s p a i r,  M o s e s  e n c o u ra g e d  t h e m 
to  t r u s t  i n  G o d ’s  d e l i ve ra n c e .  Ra t h e r  t h a n  t r y i n g  to  f i x  t h e 
s i t u a t i o n  t h e m s e l ve s ,  t h ey  w e re  c a l l e d  to  s ta n d  f i r m  a n d 
l e t  t h e  Lo rd  f i g h t  o n  t h e i r  b e h a l f.

We ,  to o ,  c a n  fa c e  m o m e n t s  w h e re  p e r s eve ra n c e  m e a n s 
c h o o s i n g  fa i t h  ove r  fe a r.  G o d ’s  i n s t r u c t i o n  to  t h e 
I s ra e l i te s — “ s ta n d  f i r m ” — i s  a  re m i n d e r  t h a t  s o m e t i m e s  t h e 
m o s t  c o u ra g e o u s  t h i n g  w e  c a n  d o  i s  to  t r u s t  H i m  a n d  w a i t 
fo r  H i s  i n te r ve n t i o n .  H e  s e e s  t h e  o b s ta c l e s  b efo re  u s ,  a n d 
H i s  s t re n g t h  i s  m a d e  p e r fe c t  i n  o u r  w e a k n e s s .

R e f l e c t i o n :
W h a t  s i t u a t i o n  i n  yo u r  l i fe  re q u i re s  yo u  to  s ta n d  f i r m  a n d 
t r u s t  i n  G o d ’s  d e l i ve ra n c e?
H o w  c a n  yo u  l e t  g o  of  fe a r  a n d  e m b ra c e  fa i t h  i n  G o d ’s 
p o w e r  to  f i g h t  fo r  yo u ?

P r a y e r :
Lo rd ,  w h e n  I  fe e l  ove r w h e l m e d ,  re m i n d  m e  to  s ta n d  f i r m  i n 
Yo u r  p ro m i s e s .  T h a n k  Yo u  fo r  b e i n g  m y  d efe n d e r  a n d  fo r 
f i g h t i n g  t h e  b a t t l e s  I  c a n n o t  fa c e  a l o n e .  S t re n g t h e n  m y 
fa i t h  to  t r u s t  i n  Yo u r  d e l i ve ra n c e .  A m e n .

“Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the LORD 
will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today 
you shall never see again. The LORD will fight for you, and you have 
only to keep still .”
- Exodus 14:13-14
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Alastair 
& Melanie  
Spannenberg 

Testimony #2 

A l a s ta i r :  M e l  a n d  I  h a ve  l i ve d  by  FA I T H  a n d  O B E D I E N C E  o u r 
w h o l e  l i ve s .  B o t h  of  u s  w e re  b o r n  a n d  ra i s e d  i n  C a p e  To w n  o n 
t h e  C a p e  F l a t s .  I f  yo u  d o n ’ t  k n o w  a b o u t  t h e  C a p e  f l a t s ,  t h e n  g o o d 
fo r  yo u !   W h e n  p e o p l e  t h i n k  of  C a p e  To w n ,  t h e  f i r s t  i m a g e s  t h a t 
c o m e  to  m i n d  a re  of  Ta b l e  M o u n ta i n  l o o k i n g  ove r  t h e  c i t y,  t h e 
ro l l i n g  w i n e  fa r m s ,  a n d  t h e  w i n d y  We s t  C o a s t .  I n  fa c t ,  w e  w e re 
b o r n  a n d  ra i s e d  j u s t  a b o u t  2 0 k m  a w a y  f ro m  a l l  t h i s  b e a u t y  of 
t h e  c i t y  –  I  g re w  u p  i n  M a n e n b e rg  a n d  M e l  i n  H e i d eve l d .  T h e  C a p e 
F l a t s  a re  g a n g - i n fe s te d  a re a s  w h e re  p ove r t y,  u n e m p l oy m e n t , 
a l c o h o l  a n d  s u b s ta n c e  a b u s e ,  a n d  v i o l e n c e  w e re  n o r m a l .  We 
n eve r  t h o u g h t  of  o u r s e l ve s  a s  p o o r  o r  i n  n e e d  b e c a u s e  t h i s 
w a s  a l l  w e  k n e w,  a n d  w e  h a d  n o t h i n g  to  c o m p a re  i t  to .   I t  i s  a 
p l a c e  w h e re  t h e  f l o o r  w a s  s a fe r  to  s l e e p  o n  t h a n  a  b e d  b e c a u s e 
of  t h e  fe a r  t h a t  a  s t ra y  b u l l e t  m i g h t  f i n d  i t s  w a y  t h ro u g h  yo u r 
w i n d o w.  I t  i s  a  p l a c e  w h e re  c h i l d re n  a re  ke p t  f ro m  s c h o o l s 
b e c a u s e  of  fe a r  of  g a n g  v i o l e n c e .  I t  i s  a  p l a c e  w h e re  i t  s e e m s 
t h e re  i s  n o  h o p e  fo r  s u f fe r i n g ,  a n d  t h i s  w a s  a l s o  s o  n o r m a l  fo r  u s .  
 
A l a s ta i r :  I  re m e m b e r  s ta n d i n g  o u t s i d e  o u r  h o m e  o n e  d a y  a n d  I  w a s 
t h i n k i n g  to  m y s e l f  i f  i t  w o u l d  eve r  b e  p o s s i b l e  fo r  o u r  s i t u a t i o n  to 
c h a n g e ,  b u t  I  c o u l d n ’ t  t h i n k  of  a n y  w a y  t h a t  c o u l d  h a p p e n .  T h e 
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o n l y  p o s i t i ve  t h i n g  w a s  t h a t  I  h a d  a  p ra y i n g  m o t h e r.  E a c h  m o r n i n g 
a n d  e a c h  n i g h t ,  m y  m o t h e r  b ro u g h t  h e r  s eve n  c h i l d re n  b efo re  t h e 
Lo rd  i n  p ra ye r  a t  h e r  k i tc h e n  ta b l e .  S h e  c a l l e d  e a c h  o n e  of  u s  by 
n a m e .  I  re m e m b e r  h e a r i n g  h e r  p ra ye r s  fo r  m y  s a l va t i o n  a n d  h e r 
a s k i n g  G o d  to  m a ke  m e  a  g o o d  m a n  a n d  to  g i ve  m e  a  g o o d  l i fe . 
T h i s  p ra ye r  m a d e  m e  a n g r y  b e c a u s e  I  c o u l d n ’ t  s e e  h o w  a n y  of 
w h a t  s h e  a s ke d  G o d  fo r  c o u l d  b e  p o s s i b l e  fo r  m e ,  b e i n g  i n  t h e 
c i rc u m s ta n c e s  s h e  k n e w  w e  w e re  i n .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  s h e  c o n t i n u e d 
to  p ra y.  O n  t h e  1 s t  of  A p r i l  1 9 9 2 ,  a t  t h e  a g e  of  s eve n te e n ,  I  c o m m i t te d 
m y  l i fe  to  t h e  Lo rd  a n d  a c c e p te d  J e s u s  a s  m y  Lo rd  a n d  S a v i o u r. 

M e l a n i e :  I ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  g re w  u p  w i t h  a n  u n s a ve d  s i n g l e 
m o t h e r.  I  g re w  u p  A n g l i c a n  a n d  w a s  a l w a y s  fo rc e d  to  g o  to  c h u rc h 
o n  S u n d a y s  w i t h  m y  f i ve  s i b l i n g s .  M y  m o t h e r  o n l y  a t te n d e d 
m a y b e  o n  a  C h r i s t m a s  D a y,  b u t  s h e  m a d e  s u re  w e  w e re  fa i t h f u l  i n 
a t te n d i n g .  W h e n  m y  e l d e s t  s i s te r  g o t  s a ve d ,  s h e  b e c a m e  t h e  o n l y 
o n e  w h o  w e n t  to  c h u rc h  a n d  b e c a u s e  of  h e r  fa i t h  a n d  p ra ye r s , 
t h re e  of  h e r  s i b l i n g s ,  i n c l u d i n g  m e ,  a c c e p te d  J e s u s .  A l a s ta i r 
a n d  I  w e re  t h e  o n l y  o n e s  to  m a t r i c u l a te  a m o n g s t  o u r  s i b l i n g s .  

A l a s ta i r :  I  m e t  m y  b e a u t i f u l  b r i d e ,  M e l a n i e ,  i n  a  l o c a l  c h u rc h ,  w h o , 
a t  t h e  t i m e ,  w a s  t h e  Yo u t h  Pa s to r.  S h e  w a s  a l s o  t h e  l e a d e r  of  t h e 
m i s s i o n  te a m  t h a t  I  j o i n e d .  T h e  Lo rd  g a ve  u s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to 
m i n i s te r  to  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  C a p e  F l a t s  a n d  s e e  H i m  m ove  a m o n g  H i s 
p e o p l e  t h e re  ( w h i c h  w a s  s o  i m p o r ta n t  to  o u r  fa i t h  w h e n  w e  h a d  to 
t r u s t  G o d  fo r  m a n y  t h i n g s  l a te r  o n ) .  We  c o u l d  a l w a y s  g o  b a c k  to  t h e 
te s t i m o n i e s  w e  s a w  o n  t h e  m i s s i o n  f i e l d .  We  t ra ve l l e d  a c ro s s  S o u t h 
A f r i c a  to  m i n i s te r  to  p ove r t y - s t r i c ke n  p e o p l e .  We  w o r ke d  w i t h  t h e 
s m a l l  c h u rc h e s  i n  t h e  a re a s  w e  t ra ve l l e d  to ,  to  i n s p i re  h o p e  i n  t h e s e 
c o m m u n i t i e s .  We  s a w  h o w  l i ve s  a n d  c i rc u m s ta n c e s  c h a n g e d . 

I n  2 0 0 1 ,  w e  g o t  m a r r i e d .  We  d i d  n o t  h a ve  m u c h ,  a n d  w e  l i te ra l l y 
h a d  to  t r u s t  G o d  fo r  eve r y t h i n g .  At  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  d o c to r s  to l d 
u s  t h a t  i t  w a s  i m p o s s i b l e  fo r  u s  to  h a ve  c h i l d re n .  A g a i n ,  w e 
t r u s te d  G o d  a n d  a g a i n s t  a l l  h o p e ,  G o d  b l e s s e d  u s  w i t h  t h e 
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m o s t  b e a u t i f u l  b a by  g i r l ,  Ta r y n ,  i n  2 0 0 3 .  E ve n  t h o u g h  I  w a s 
u n e m p l oye d  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  G o d  p rov i d e d  eve r y t h i n g  t h a t  Ta r y n 
n e e d e d  b efo re  s h e  n e e d e d  i t  a n d  t h a t  b eyo n d  o u r  ex p e c ta t i o n s . 
T h e re  w e re  t i m e s  w h e n  w e  d i d n ’ t  k n o w  h o w  w e  w o u l d  a f fo rd 
fo r m u l a  fo r  h e r,  a n d  s o m e o n e  w o u l d  ra n d o m l y  c a l l  to  s a y  t h a t 
t h ey  h a d  ex t ra  o r  h a d  b o u g h t  fo r m u l a  fo r  h e r.  A n d  w e  h a ve 
c o u n t l e s s  te s t i m o n i e s  of  h o w  G o d  p rov i d e d  i m p o s s i b l y  l i ke  t h i s .  

T h i n g s  s ta r te d  g o i n g  b e t te r  fo r  u s .  I n  2 0 07,  M e l  s e r ve d  i n  t h e  S o u t h 
A f r i c a n  N a v y  a s  a  re s e r ve  c h a p l a i n ;  I  j u s t  g o t  p ro m o te d  a t  w o r k , 
a n d  Ta r y n  w a s  a t  o n e  of  t h e  b e s t  n u r s e r y  s c h o o l s  i n  C a p e  To w n . 
T h e n  M e l  g o t  a  c a l l  f ro m  t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  N a t i o n a l  D efe n c e  F o rc e 
i n  2 0 0 8  to  s a y  t h a t  t h ey  w e re  of fe r i n g  h e r  a  p e r m a n e n t  p o s i t i o n 
a s  a n  a r m y  c h a p l a i n  i n  Po tc h ef s t ro o m .  T h i s  d i d  n o t  m a ke  s e n s e  to 
m e  b e c a u s e  t h e re  w a s  n o  w a y  t h a t  I  w o u l d  l e a ve  C a p e  To w n ,  a n d 
a t  t h a t  t i m e  w e  h a d  e n o u g h  to  g e t  by.  O u r  fa i t h  w a s  s t re tc h e d  s o 
m u c h  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  We  h a d  n o  c l u e  w h e re  o r  w h a t  Po tc h ef s t ro o m 
w a s ,  a n d  w h e n  p e o p l e  h e a rd  a b o u t  w h e re  w e  w e re  h e a d e d ,  a l l 
of  t h e m  to l d  u s  n o t  to  c o m e .  B u t  w e  c h o s e  to  t r u s t  G o d ’s  p l a n .  I 
w e n t  fo r  b a s i c  m i l i ta r y  t ra i n i n g  w h i l e  A l a s ta i r  a n d  Ta r y n  s ta ye d  i n 
C a p e  To w n .  G o d  h a d  o t h e r  p l a n s ;  H e  w a n te d  to  g i ve  u s  m o re  t h a n 
j u s t  e n o u g h  a n d  H e  c a l l e d  u s  to  m ove  to  Po tc h ef s t ro o m ,  w h e re 
w e  h a d  n o  fa m i l y  o r  s u p p o r t  sy s te m  exc e p t  H i m .  I n  2 0 0 9  w e 
s te p p e d  o u t  i n  fa i t h  a n d  o b e d i e n c e  to  t h e  c a l l  of  G o d .  I  re s i g n e d , 
w e  p a c ke d  u p  a l l  o u r  s t u f f  a n d  w e  m ove d .  We  d i d  n o t  k n o w  w h e re 
w e  w o u l d  b e  s ta y i n g  o r  w h e re  I  w o u l d  w o r k ,  b u t  o n e  t h i n g  w a s 
fo r  s u re  “ G o d  s a i d  g o ! ”  I  w a s  t r u s t i n g  G o d  fo r  a  h o u s e ,  a n d  t h e 
d a y  I  c a m e  b a c k  f ro m  b a s i c  t ra i n i n g ,  o u r  key s  w e re  h a n d e d  to  m e .  

O n  o u r  w a y  to  Po tc h ,  I  re c e i ve d  a  c a l l  f ro m  t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n 
D efe n c e  F o rc e  s a y i n g  t h ey  a re  g i v i n g  u s  a  h o u s e .  W h e n  w e  a r r i ve d 
i n  Po tc h ,  G o d  h a d  a l re a d y  w o r ke d  o u t  a l l  t h e  d e ta i l s .  O u r  n e i g h b o u r s 
h e l p e d  u s  w i t h  eve r y t h i n g  t h a t  w e  n e e d e d  w h i l e  w e  w a i te d  fo r  o u r 
f u r n i t u re  to  a r r i ve  f ro m  C a p e  To w n .  We  w e re  i n  Po tc h  fo r  t h re e 
d a y s ,  a n d  A l a s ta i r  n e e d e d  to  f i n d  a  j o b .  At  t h a t  t i m e  I  to l d  A l a s ta i r, 
“ Yo u  d o n ’ t  n e e d  to  w o r k  r i g h t  n o w.”  B u t  h e  i n s i s te d  a n d  s a i d ,  “ I  n e e d 
to  p rov i d e  fo r  m y  fa m i l y.”  I  re m e m b e r  h i m  te l l i n g  m e  to  ta ke  Ta r y n 
w i t h  m e  to  w o r k  s o  h e  c o u l d  d r i ve  a ro u n d  a n d  l o o k  fo r  a  j o b .  O n  t h e 
t h i rd  d a y  t h a t  w e  w e re  i n  Po tc h ,  h e  c a l l e d  m e  to  s a y  t h a t  h e  g o t  a 
p e r m a n e n t  j o b .  A f te r  eve r yo n e  to l d  m e  i t  w a s  i m p o s s i b l e !  G re a t 
i s  H i s  fa i t h f u l n e s s !  Ta r y n  w a s  e n ro l l e d  a t  a  ve r y  g o o d  n u r s e r y 
s c h o o l ,  a n d  M e l  t h r i ve d  i n  h e r  c a l l i n g  a s  a  C h a p l a i n  i n  t h e  A r m y.  

We  re a l i s e d  t h a t  w e  h a d  to  f i n d  a  c h u rc h  to  b e  p a r t  of  a  c o m m u n i t y 
of  fa i t h .  We  v i s i te d  a  fe w  c h u rc h e s  i n  a n d  a ro u n d  Po tc h ,  b u t  w e 
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d i d  n o t  h a ve  p e a c e  i n  o u r  h e a r t s .  A  f r i e n d  of  o u r s  to l d 
u s  t h a t  H i s  Pe o p l e  c h u rc h  ( n o w  E ve r y  N a t i o n  F a i t h  C i t y )
i s  g a t h e r i n g  i n  t h e  M o o i r i v i e r  s c h o o l  h a l l .  We  w e re  fa m i l i a r 
w i t h  H i s  Pe o p l e  c h u rc h  f ro m  C a p e  To w n .  W h e n  w e  e n te re d 
t h e  c h u rc h  w e  w e re  s o m e  of   t h e  o n l y  fe w  p e o p l e  of  c o l o u r  i n 
t h a t  s e r v i c e ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  b u t  o u r  h e a r t s  w e re  a t  p e a c e ,  a n d 
w e  k n e w  t h i s  w a s  t h e  p l a c e  w h e re  G o d  w a n te d  u s  to  b e .  
 
G o d  g a ve  u s  a  m a n d a te  a n d  w o rd  t h a t  w e ,  a s  t h e 
S p a n n e n b e rg  fa m i l y,  m u s t  b e  b r i d g e - b u i l d e r s  b e t w e e n  eve r y 
t r i b e  a n d  to n g u e  a n d  h e l p  p e o p l e  o n  t h e i r  fa i t h  j o u r n ey. 
We  h a ve  s e e n  h o w  t h e  Lo rd  p rov i d e d  fo r  t h e  c h u rc h ,  ta k i n g  i t 
f ro m  a  s c h o o l  h a l l  to  a  b u i l d i n g  of  o u r  o w n .  We  re m e m b e r  h o w 
w e  a s  c o n n e c t  g ro u p s  a n d  l e a d e r s  g a t h e re d  o n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  s i te 
a t  P ra i s e  Pa r k ,  d o i n g  p ra ye r  w a l ks  a ro u n d  t h e  s i te ,  t r u s t i n g  G o d 
to  f i n i s h  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  G o d  o n c e  a g a i n  d i d  t h e  i m p o s s i b l e !  We 
h a ve  s e e n  h o w  fa m i l i e s  w e re  re s to re d  w h i c h  to o k  u s  b a c k  to  o u r 
m i s s i o n a r y  d a y s  i n  C a p e  To w n  a n d  o u r  fa i t h  w a s  s t re n g t h e n e d . 
We  a re  s t i l l  t r u s t i n g  t h e  Lo rd  fo r  t h i n g s  i n  o u r  p e r s o n a l  l i ve s  a n d 
fo r  t h e  c h u rc h ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  w e  k n o w  t h e  G o d  of  t h e  i m p o s s i b l e , 
w e  k n o w  H e  w i l l  d o  t h e  i m p o s s i b l e !
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1 . The Bible
2  Ti m ot hy 3 :1 6 -1 7

2. The Bible
Acts  11 :1 5 -1 7,  Ro m a n s  8 :1 6,  Lu ke 1 :1 3,  Acts  1 5 : 25

3. Other
E p h es i a n s  4 :11 -2 0

4. Fol low
1  C o r i nt h i a n s  1 4 : 3 3, C o l os s i a n s  3 :1 5,  P h i l i p p i a n s  4 : 6 -8

Isaiah 58:12, Matthew 6:33, John 10:27-28

J o h n  1 0 :1 4 ,  27

1 . There wil l  be t imes when you must hear God’s 
voice to know His wil l  for

2. God is a

God’s Voice

God’s Voice

Isaiah 55:12, Romans 8:14
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Conect 
Group
Discussion
Guide

I c e b re a ke r Q u est i o n s :

F u n :  I f  y o u  h a d  t o  p i c k  s o m e o n e  fa m o u s  t o  p l a y  y o u  i n  a  m ov i e , 
w h o  w o u l d  i t  b e?
C h e c k- i n :  H a s  t h e r e  b e e n  a  r e c e n t  m o m e n t  w h e n  y o u  fe l t 
G o d ’s  g u i d a n c e  o r  e n c o u r a g e m e n t ?
P r a y e r  R e q u e s t :  H o w  c a n  w e  p r a y  fo r  y o u  t o  h e a r  G o d ’s  v o i c e 
m o r e  c l e a r l y  t h i s  w e e k ?

S c r i pt u re Pa s s a g e :

J o h n  1 0 : 2 7  ( N LT )
“ M y  s h e e p  l i s te n  to  m y  vo i c e ;  I  k n o w  t h e m ,  a n d  t h ey  fo l l o w  m e .”

 
 

C o n n e ct  G ro u p D i s c u s s i o n  Q u est i o n s :

1 .  R e c o g n i z i n g  G o d ’s  Vo i c e
J e s u s  s p e a ks  of  H i s  fo l l o w e r s  a s  s h e e p  w h o  re c o g n i ze  H i s 
vo i c e .  W h a t  d o  yo u  t h i n k  i t  m e a n s  to  “ h e a r ”  G o d ’s  vo i c e 
to d a y ?

2 .  G o d ’s  R e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  U s
I n  w h a t  w a y s  d o e s  t h e  i m a g e  of  J e s u s  a s  a  s h e p h e rd  c a r i n g 
fo r  H i s  s h e e p  i m p a c t  h o w  yo u  s e e  yo u r  re l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h 
G o d ?

3 .  H e a r i n g  A m i d s t  D i s t r a c t i o n s
I n  o u r  b u sy  w o r l d ,  h e a r i n g  G o d  c a n  b e  c h a l l e n g i n g .  W h a t 
a re  s o m e  d i s t ra c t i o n s  t h a t  p reve n t  yo u  f ro m  h e a r i n g  G o d ’s 
vo i c e?  H o w  c a n  yo u  ove rc o m e  t h e m ?

God’s Voice
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B i b l i c a l  N a r ra t i ve :

T h e  S to r y  of  S a m u e l  (1  S a m u e l  3) :  S a m u e l ,  a s  a  yo u n g  b oy,  l e a r n e d 
to  re c o g n i ze  G o d ’s  vo i c e  w h e n  h e  w a s  c a l l e d .  E l i  h e l p e d  h i m  u n -
d e r s ta n d  t h a t  i t  w a s  G o d  s p e a k i n g ,  te a c h i n g  S a m u e l  t h e  i m p o r-
ta n c e  of  l i s te n i n g  a n d  re s p o n d i n g .  T h i s  s to r y  e n c o u ra g e s  u s  to 
b e  a t te n t i ve  a n d  ex p e c ta n t ,  re a d y  to  h e a r  G o d  i n  o u r  d a i l y  l i ve s .

A p p l i c a t i o n  Q u est i o n s :

1 .  P r a c t i c i n g  At t e n t i v e n e s s
H o w  c a n  yo u  m a ke  ro o m  to  h e a r  G o d ’s  vo i c e  i n  yo u r  l i fe  t h i s 
w e e k ?  A re  t h e re  s p e c i f i c  w a y s  o r  t i m e s  yo u  fe e l  m o s t  c o n n e c te d 
to  H i m ?

2 .  R e c o g n i z i n g  H i s  Vo i c e
Ref l e c t  o n  a  t i m e  yo u  fe l t  t h a t  G o d  w a s  s p e a k i n g  to  yo u ,  w h e t h e r 
t h ro u g h  S c r i p t u re ,  p ra ye r,  o r  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n .  H o w  d i d  yo u  re c o g -
n i s e  i t ?

3 .  F o l l o w i n g  T h r o u g h
H e a r i n g  G o d ’s  vo i c e  i s  o n l y  p a r t  of  i t ;  w e ’ re  a l s o  c a l l e d  to  re -
s p o n d .  W h a t  i s  o n e  t h i n g  yo u  s e n s e  G o d  i s  g u i d i n g  yo u  to  d o ,  a n d 
h o w  c a n  yo u  a c t  o n  i t ?

C h a l l e n g e fo r G row t h :

S e t  a s i d e  a  s p e c i f i c  t i m e  e a c h  d a y  t h i s  w e e k  to  p ra y  a n d  l i s te n 
q u i e t l y,  w i t h  n o  d i s t ra c t i o n s .  W r i te  d o w n  a n y t h i n g  yo u  fe e l  G o d 
m i g h t  b e  s a y i n g  a n d  rev i s i t  i t  a t  t h e  e n d  of  t h e  w e e k  to  s e e  a n y 
p a t te r n s  o r  c l a r i t y.

Key Verses  -  Isaiah 58:12,  John 10:27-28,  2 Timothy 3:16-17,  Acts 11:15-17, 
Ephesians 4:11-20,  Romans 8:14
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B efo re  w e  ta ke  o u r  f i r s t  b re a t h ,  G o d  a l re a d y  h a s  a  p l a n 
fo r  o u r  l i ve s .  J e re m i a h ’s  c a l l  a s  a  p ro p h e t  re m i n d s  u s 
of  t h e  i n te n t i o n a l i t y  w i t h  w h i c h  G o d  c re a te s  a n d  e q u i p s 
e a c h  of  u s .  D e s p i te  J e re m i a h ’s  fe e l i n g s  of  i n a d e q u a c y, 
G o d  a s s u re d  h i m  t h a t  h i s  p u r p o s e  w a s  d i v i n e l y  o rd a i n e d , 
n o t  d e p e n d e n t  o n  h i s  o w n  a b i l i t i e s .

We  a re  of te n  te m p te d  to  q u e s t i o n  o u r  w o r t h  o r  fe e l 
u n p re p a re d  fo r  t h e  ro l e s  G o d  c a l l s  u s  to .  B u t  j u s t  a s  G o d 
k n e w  J e re m i a h  b efo re  h e  w a s  b o r n ,  H e  k n o w s  e a c h  of  u s 
i n t i m a te l y.  H i s  p u r p o s e s  fo r  o u r  l i ve s  a re  w ove n  i n to  H i s 
g re a te r  p l a n ,  a n d  H e  p ro m i s e s  to  p rov i d e  t h e  s t re n g t h 
a n d  w i s d o m  w e  n e e d  to  f u l f i l l  t h e m .

R e f l e c t i o n :
W h a t  u n i q u e  g i f t s  o r  p a s s i o n s  h a s  G o d  p l a c e d  i n  yo u r  l i fe 
t h a t  p o i n t  to  yo u r  p u r p o s e?
H o w  d o e s  k n o w i n g  t h a t  G o d  h a s  p re p a re d  yo u  fo r  H i s 
c a l l i n g  e n c o u ra g e  yo u  to  t r u s t  H i m ?

P r a y e r :
F a t h e r,  t h a n k  Yo u  fo r  c re a t i n g  m e  w i t h  p u r p o s e  a n d 
i n te n t i o n .  H e l p  m e  to  t r u s t  Yo u r  c a l l i n g  o n  m y  l i fe  a n d  to 
s te p  fo r w a rd  i n  fa i t h ,  k n o w i n g  t h a t  Yo u  h a ve  e q u i p p e d  m e 
fo r  eve r y  g o o d  w o r k .  A m e n .

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were 
born I consecrated you; I  appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 
- Jeremiah 1:5

Called for a Purpose
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What is God saying to me?

How can I apply it?

Talk to God about it:
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Pa u l ’s  w o rd s  i n  t h i s  p a s s a g e  c h a l l e n g e  o u r  n a t u ra l 
i n s t i n c t s .  We  of te n  s t r i ve  to  a p p e a r  s t ro n g  a n d  c a p a b l e , 
ye t  G o d ’s  p o w e r  i s  m o s t  ev i d e n t  w h e n  w e  a c k n o w l e d g e 
o u r  w e a k n e s s .  W h e n  Pa u l  p ra ye d  fo r  t h e  re m ova l  of  h i s 
“ t h o r n  i n  t h e  f l e s h ,”  G o d  d i d n ’ t  ta ke  i t  a w a y.  I n s te a d ,  H e 
re m i n d e d  Pa u l  t h a t  H i s  g ra c e  w a s  e n o u g h  a n d  t h a t  H i s 
s t re n g t h  w o u l d  b e  d i s p l a ye d  i n  Pa u l ’s  re l i a n c e  o n  H i m .

T h ro u g h o u t  s c r i p t u re ,  G o d  u s e s  o rd i n a r y  p e o p l e  w i t h 
w e a k n e s s e s  a n d  s t r u g g l e s  to  a c c o m p l i s h  ex t ra o rd i n a r y 
t h i n g s .  W h e t h e r  i t  w a s  M o s e s ,  w h o  fe l t  i n a d e q u a te 
to  s p e a k ,  o r  G i d e o n ,  w h o  d o u b te d  h i s  a b i l i t y  to  l e a d , 
G o d ’s  p o w e r  w o r ke d  t h ro u g h  t h e i r  v u l n e ra b i l i t i e s .  O u r 
w e a k n e s s e s  a re  n o t  b a r r i e r s  b u t  i n v i ta t i o n s  fo r  G o d ’s 
s t re n g t h  to  s h i n e  t h ro u g h  u s .

R e f l e c t i o n :
W h a t  a re a s  of  yo u r  l i fe  fe e l  l i ke  w e a k n e s s e s  o r 
c h a l l e n g e s?
H o w  c a n  yo u  i n v i te  G o d  to  s h o w  H i s  p o w e r  t h ro u g h  t h e m ?

P r a y e r :
Lo rd ,  t h a n k  Yo u  fo r  re m i n d i n g  m e  t h a t  Yo u r  g ra c e  i s 
e n o u g h .  H e l p  m e  to  t r u s t  i n  Yo u r  s t re n g t h  w h e n  I  fe e l 
w e a k ,  a n d  u s e  m y  l i fe  to  d i s p l a y  Yo u r  p o w e r  a n d  g l o r y. 
A m e n .

 “But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 
made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will  boast all the more gladly 
about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.”  
2 Corinthians 12:9

Strength in Weakness
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What is God saying to me?

How can I apply it?

Talk to God about it:
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A b ra m  ( l a te r  A b ra h a m )  w a s  c a l l e d  to  l e a ve  eve r y t h i n g 
fa m i l i a r  a n d  s te p  i n to  t h e  u n k n o w n ,  t r u s t i n g  o n l y  i n  G o d ’s 
p ro m i s e .  H e  d i d n ’ t  h a ve  a  ro a d m a p  o r  c l e a r  i n s t r u c t i o n s , 
ye t  h e  o b eye d ,  w a l k i n g  by  fa i t h  a n d  n o t  by  s i g h t .  H i s 
w i l l i n g n e s s  to  a c t  w i t h o u t  f u l l  u n d e r s ta n d i n g  s e t  t h e 
fo u n d a t i o n  fo r  t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  of  G o d ’s  c ove n a n t  w i t h  h i m .
S o m e t i m e s  G o d  c a l l s  u s  to  m ove  fo r w a rd  w i t h o u t  g i v i n g 
u s  a l l  t h e  a n s w e r s . 

L i ke  A b ra h a m ,  w e  m a y  b e  a s ke d  to  t r u s t  H i s  p ro m i s e s 
eve n  w h e n  t h e  p a t h  s e e m s  u n c e r ta i n .  O b e d i e n c e  to  G o d 
i s  of te n  t h e  f i r s t  s te p  to w a rd  ex p e r i e n c i n g  H i s  b l e s s i n g s 
a n d  s e e i n g  H i s  p l a n s  u n fo l d  i n  w a y s  w e  c o u l d n ’ t  h a ve 
i m a g i n e d .

R e f l e c t i o n :
I s  t h e re  a n  a re a  i n  yo u r  l i fe  w h e re  G o d  i s  c a l l i n g  yo u  to 
s te p  o u t  i n  fa i t h ?
H o w  c a n  A b ra h a m ’s  o b e d i e n c e  i n s p i re  yo u  to  t r u s t  G o d ’s 
d i re c t i o n ,  eve n  w h e n  i t  fe e l s  u n c l e a r ?

P r a y e r :
Lo rd ,  g i ve  m e  t h e  c o u ra g e  to  fo l l o w  w h e re  Yo u  l e a d , 
eve n  w h e n  I  d o n ’ t  f u l l y  u n d e r s ta n d .  H e l p  m e  to  t r u s t  Yo u r 
p ro m i s e s  a n d  to  w a l k  i n  o b e d i e n c e ,  k n o w i n g  t h a t  Yo u  a re 
fa i t h f u l .  A m e n .

“Now the LORD said to Abram, ‘Go from your countr y and 
your kindred and your father ’s house to the land that I will 
show you. I  will  make of you a great nation, and I will  bless you 
and make your name great, so that you will  be a blessing.’” 
-  Genesis 12:1-2 

Obedience Over Understanding
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What is God saying to me?

How can I apply it?

Talk to God about it:
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A b ra h a m ’s  s to r y  re m i n d s  u s  t h a t  fa i t h  i s  a t  t h e  h e a r t  of 
o u r  re l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  G o d .  W h e n  G o d  p ro m i s e d  A b ra h a m 
d e s c e n d a n t s  a s  n u m e ro u s  a s  t h e  s ta r s ,  i t  s e e m e d 
i m p o s s i b l e — h e  a n d  S a ra h  w e re  a d va n c e d  i n  a g e  a n d 
w i t h o u t  c h i l d re n .  Ye t  A b ra h a m  b e l i eve d ,  a n d  t h a t  fa i t h 
w a s  c re d i te d  to  h i m  a s  r i g h te o u s n e s s .

G o d ’s  c ove n a n t  w i t h  A b ra h a m  w a s n ’ t  b a s e d  o n  A b ra h a m ’s 
a c t i o n s  b u t  o n  h i s  t r u s t  i n  G o d ’s  w o rd .  T h i s  c ove n a n t 
p o i n t s  u s  to  t h e  s a m e  t r u t h  to d a y :  o u r  fa i t h ,  n o t  o u r  w o r ks , 
i s  w h a t  p l e a s e s  G o d .  Tr u s t i n g  i n  H i s  p ro m i s e s ,  eve n  w h e n 
t h ey  s e e m  b eyo n d  re a c h ,  a l l o w s  u s  to  ex p e r i e n c e  H i s 
fa i t h f u l n e s s  a n d  p rov i s i o n .

R e f l e c t i o n :
A re  t h e re  p ro m i s e s  f ro m  G o d  t h a t  fe e l  d i f f i c u l t  to  t r u s t  i n 
yo u r  c u r re n t  c i rc u m s ta n c e s?
H o w  d o e s  A b ra h a m ’s  fa i t h  c h a l l e n g e  yo u  to  ta ke  G o d  a t 
H i s  w o rd ?

P r a y e r :
Lo rd ,  t h a n k  Yo u  fo r  b e i n g  fa i t h f u l  to  Yo u r  p ro m i s e s .  H e l p 
m e  to  t r u s t  Yo u ,  eve n  w h e n  I  c a n ’ t  s e e  h o w  Yo u r  p l a n s  w i l l 
u n fo l d .  S t re n g t h e n  m y  fa i t h  to  b e l i eve  i n  Yo u r  g o o d n e s s 
a n d  t i m i n g .  A m e n .

“He brought him outside and said, ‘Look toward heaven and count the 
stars, if you are able to count them.’ Then he said to him, ‘So shall your 
descendants be.’ And he believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it 
to him as righteousness.” 
Genesis 15:5-6

A Covenant of Faithfulness
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What is God saying to me?

How can I apply it?

Talk to God about it:
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F a i t h  d o e s n ’ t  h a ve  to  b e  m a s s i ve  to  m a ke  a n  i m p a c t . 
J e s u s ’  c o m p a r i s o n  of  fa i t h  to  a  m u s ta rd  s e e d  h i g h l i g h t s 
t h e  p o w e r  of  t r u s t i n g  G o d ,  n o  m a t te r  h o w  s m a l l  o r 
i n s i g n i f i c a n t  o u r  fa i t h  m i g h t  fe e l .  A  m u s ta rd  s e e d ,  t h o u g h 
t i n y,  h o l d s  t h e  p o te n t i a l  to  g ro w  i n to  a  l a rg e  t re e ,  m u c h 
l i ke  o u r  fa i t h  g ro w s  w h e n  p l a c e d  i n  G o d ’s  h a n d s .

T h i s  ve r s e  re m i n d s  u s  t h a t  i t ’s  n o t  t h e  s i ze  of  o u r  fa i t h  b u t 
t h e  g re a t n e s s  of  t h e  G o d  i n  w h o m  w e  p l a c e  i t  t h a t  m ove s 
m o u n ta i n s .  W h e n  w e  t r u s t  H i m  w i t h  eve n  t h e  s m a l l e s t 
s te p  of  fa i t h ,  H e  w o r ks  i n  p o w e r f u l  w a y s  to  a c c o m p l i s h 
w h a t  s e e m s  i m p o s s i b l e .

R e f l e c t i o n :
W h a t  “ m o u n ta i n s ”  i n  yo u r  l i fe  fe e l  i m m ova b l e  r i g h t  n o w ?
H o w  c a n  yo u  ta ke  a  s m a l l  s te p  of  fa i t h  a n d  t r u s t  G o d  to 
d o  t h e  re s t ?

P r a y e r :
Lo rd ,  t h a n k  Yo u  fo r  re m i n d i n g  m e  t h a t  eve n  a  s m a l l  a m o u n t 
of  fa i t h  c a n  b r i n g  a b o u t  b i g  c h a n g e .  H e l p  m e  to  t r u s t  i n 
Yo u r  p o w e r  a n d  to  ta ke  b o l d  s te p s  i n  fa i t h ,  k n o w i n g  t h a t 
Yo u  a re  a b l e  to  d o  t h e  i m p o s s i b l e .  A m e n .

“For truly I tell you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will 
say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will  move; and 
nothing will  be impossible for you.”
- Matthew 17:20

Faith That Moves Mountains
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What is God saying to me?

How can I apply it?

Talk to God about it:
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Dieter & 
Franci Jordan

Testimony #3

M y  n a m e  i s  D i e te r  J o rd a a n .  I ’ ve  b e e n  m a r r i e d  to  F ra n c i  fo r  3 8 
ye a r s ,  a n d  to g e t h e r  w e ’ ve  w a l ke d  a  re m a r ka b l e  ro a d  of  fa i t h  a n d 
b o r n  i n  J o h a n n e s b u rg  to  a  G e r m a n  m o t h e r  a n d  a n  A f r i ka a n s 
fa t h e r.  I  g re w  u p  s p e a k i n g  G e r m a n ,  A f r i ka a n s ,  a n d  E n g l i s h  f l u e n t l y. 
M y  e a r l y  ye a r s  w e re  s p e n t  i n  a  G e r m a n  c re c h e  a n d  s c h o o l , 
w h i c h  p rov i d e d  a  s o l i d  fo u n d a t i o n  b u t  a l s o  b ro u g h t  c h a l l e n g e s . 
Re j e c t i o n ,  l o n e l i n e s s ,  a n d  r i d i c u l e  w e re  c o n s ta n t s  i n  m y  e a r l y  l i fe . 
I  of te n  fe l t  i s o l a te d ,  eve n  i n  t h e  c o m p a n y  of  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  by  t h e 
t i m e  I  w a s  i n  m y  t h i r t i e s ,  I  re c o g n i ze d  t h e s e  fe e l i n g s  a s  sy m p to m s 
of  d e p re s s i o n ,  w h i c h  b e c a m e  a  s t r u g g l e  I  c a r r i e d  fo r  m a n y  ye a r s .  

I  g re w  u p  i n  t h e  G e r m a n  Lu t h e ra n  C h u rc h  a n d  a t te n d e d  fa i t h f u l l y 
u n t i l  I  w a s  3 3 .  W h e n  F ra n c i  a n d  I  m a r r i e d ,  I  s w i tc h e d  to  t h e  D u tc h 
Refo r m e d  C h u rc h  to  a c c o m m o d a te  t h e  l a n g u a g e  b a r r i e r  G e r m a n 
p o s e d  fo r  h e r.  I  b e c a m e  a n  e l d e r  a n d  s e r ve d  fo r  1 2  ye a r s ,  ye t 
s o m e t h i n g  w a s  m i s s i n g .  I  w a s  a c t i ve  i n  c h u rc h  a n d  fa m i l y  l i fe  b u t 
l a c ke d  a  p e r s o n a l  re l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  

D i s c i p l e s h i p  w a s  t h e  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  fo r  m e .  W h e n  w e  j o i n e d  H i s 
Pe o p l e  c h u rc h  ( n o w  E ve r y  N a t i o n  F a i t h  C i t y )  i n  2 0 0 4 ,  I  b e g a n  to 
ex p e r i e n c e  t r u e  s p i r i t u a l  g ro w t h .  T h ro u g h  t h e  g u i d a n c e  of  A n d ré 
N e l  a n d  G o d ’s  d i v i n e  i n te r ve n t i o n ,  I  e m b ra c e d  t h e  b a p t i s m  of  w a te r 
a n d  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  i n  J u n e  2 0 0 4 .  I t  w a s  n o t  w i t h o u t  c h a l l e n g e s , 
S a ta n  a t ta c ke d  m e  w i t h  i n te n s i f i e d  d e p re s s i o n  a n d  j e a l o u sy.  Ye t , 
t h e s e  t r i a l s  ref i n e d  m y  fa i t h ,  re m i n d i n g  m e  t h a t  G o d ’s  p l a n s  of te n 
u n fo l d  i n  H i s  t i m i n g ,  n o t  o u r s .  

S i n c e  t h e n ,  I ’ ve  fo u n d  p u r p o s e  i n  s e r v i n g  a t  K i d s  C h u rc h  a n d 
t h ro u g h  ‘ C h a ra c te r  K i d s ” ,  a  w e e k l y  c o m m u n i t y  o u t re a c h  i n 
I ka g e n g .  M y  d e p re s s i o n  h a s  s u b s i d e d ,  a n d  w h i l e  s to r m s  s t i l l 
c o m e ,  I  h a ve  l e a r n e d  to  re l y  o n  J e s u s .  H e  p rov i d e s  h o p e ,  h e a l i n g , 
a n d  t h e  p ro m i s e  of  f re e d o m  fo r  e te r n i t y.  

M y  n a m e  i s  F ra n c i .  I  g re w  u p  i n  t h e  Refo r m e d  C h u rc h ,  fa i t h f u l l y 
a t te n d i n g  s e r v i c e s  a s  a  c h i l d  a n d  a n  a d u l t .  D e s p i te  t h i s ,  m y 
u n d e r s ta n d i n g  of  t h e  Tr i u n e  G o d — F a t h e r,  S o n ,  a n d  H o l y  S p i r i t— w a s 
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i n c o m p l e te .  S u n d a y  s c h o o l  i n s t i l l e d  a  fe a r- b a s e d  i m a g e  of  G o d  a s 
s o m e o n e  c o n s ta n t l y  w a tc h i n g  a n d  re a d y  to  p u n i s h .  W h i l e  I  k n e w 
of  G o d  t h e  F a t h e r  a n d  J e s u s  t h e  S o n ,  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  re m a i n e d 
a  m y s te r y,  a l m o s t  l i ke  a  fo rg o t te n  m e m b e r  of  t h e  Tr i n i t y.  T h i s 
c h a n g e d  w h e n  a  c o l l e a g u e ,  Lo u i s e  B u y s ,  i n v i te d  u s  to  H i s  Pe o p l e 
c h u rc h  n o w,  E ve r y  N a t i o n . 

F ro m  t h e  m o m e n t  I  w a l ke d  i n ,  I  k n e w  s o m e t h i n g  w a s  d i f fe re n t . 
T h e  p e o p l e  w e re  w a r m  a n d  w e l c o m i n g  a n d  g e n u i n e l y  i n ve s te d 
i n  o n e  a n o t h e r ’s  l i ve s .  W h a t  t r u l y  s to o d  o u t  fo r  m e  w a s  t h e  w a y 
t h e  Wo rd  w a s  p re s e n te d .  T h e  s e r m o n  reve a l e d  a  l i v i n g ,  p e r s o n a l 
re l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  G o d ,  n o t  j u s t  k n o w i n g  a b o u t  H i m ’  b u t  t r u l y 
k n o w i n g  H i m .  

I n  2 0 0 4 ,  o u r  fa m i l y  j o i n e d  E ve r y  N a t i o n ,  a n d  I  b e g a n  to  b u i l d  m y 
re l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  G o d  a n d  J e s u s .  Ye t ,  m y  re l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  H o l y 
S p i r i t  re m a i n e d  d i s ta n t  a n d  t h a t  c h a n g e d  o n e  s p e c i a l  m o r n i n g , 
t h ro u g h  a  l i fe - a l te r i n g  e n c o u n te r.  

I  u s u a l l y  p a r k  m y  b a k k i e  u n d e r  t w o  l a rg e  t re e s  a t  w o r k  b u t  o n 
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  d a y ;  I  h e a rd  a  c l e a r  vo i c e  i n s t r u c t  m e  to  m ove  m y 
c a r  to  a  c ove re d  p a r k i n g  l o t .  At  f i r s t ,  I  d i s m i s s e d  i t ,  b u t  t h e n  t h e 
vo i c e  c a m e  a g a i n .  I  re l u c ta n t l y  o b eye d .  M o m e n t s  l a te r,  a  m a s s i ve 
b ra n c h  fe l l  w h e re  m y  b a k k i e  h a d  b e e n  p a r ke d  a n d  i n  t h a t  i n s ta n t ,  I 
re a l i ze d  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  h a d  s p o ke n  to  m e .  T h i s  e n c o u n te r  s p a r ke d 
a  d e s i re  to  d e e p e n  m y  re l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  H i m .  

S i n c e  t h e n ,  I ’ ve  ex p e r i e n c e d  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t ’s  g u i d a n c e  i n  a l l  a re a s 
of  l i fe  l i ke  w h e n  m y  d a u g h te r  C l a u d i n e  s t r u g g l e d  w i t h  a  d i f f i c u l t 
a c a d e m i c  a s s i g n m e n t ,  w e  w e re  t r u l y  a t  a  l o s s .  T h e  n ex t  m o r n i n g , 
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I  p ra ye d  a n d  a s ke d  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  fo r  h e l p .  W i t h i n  m o m e n t s ,  H e 
p rov i d e d  c l a r i t y  a n d  exa m p l e s  w e  h a d n ’ t  c o n s i d e re d .  T h a t  d i v i n e 
i n s i g h t  e a r n e d  h e r  f u l l  m a r ks .  

T h ro u g h  t h e s e  ex p e r i e n c e s ,  I ’ ve  l e a r n e d  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  i s n ’ t 
l i m i te d  to  s p i r i t u a l  m a t te r s .  H e  h e l p s  w i t h  eve r yd a y  c h a l l e n g e s , 
p rov i d i n g  s o l u t i o n s  fa r  b eyo n d  w h a t  w e  c a n  a c h i eve  o n  o u r  o w n . 
H i s  g u i d a n c e  i s  a b u n d a n t ,  of fe r i n g  m o re  t h a n  j u s t  e n o u g h  to  g e t 
by.  

B o t h  o u r  l i ve s  h a ve  b e e n  t ra n s fo r m e d  by  t h e  p o w e r  of  G o d .  A s 
w e ’ ve  g ro w n  c l o s e r  to  H i m ,  w e ’ ve  fo u n d  h e a l i n g ,  p u r p o s e ,  a n d 
a  d e e p  s e n s e  of  p e a c e .  W h i l e  l i fe  s t i l l  b r i n g s  c h a l l e n g e s ,  w e 
a re  n o  l o n g e r  b u rd e n e d  by  re j e c t i o n ,  l o n e l i n e s s ,  o r  d e p re s s i o n . 
J e s u s ’  c r u c i f i x i o n  a n d  re s u r re c t i o n  h a ve  g i ve n  u s  v i c to r y  a n d  t h e 
p ro m i s e  of  f re e d o m  fo r  e te r n i t y.  

T h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  i s  n o t  o n l y  w i t h  u s  n o w  b u t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to  g u i d e 
u s  i n  t h e  f u t u re .  A s  w e  s e r ve  i n  t h e  c h u rc h  a n d  o u r  c o m m u n i t y, 
w e  a re  re m i n d e d  d a i l y  of  G o d ’s  l ove  a n d  fa i t h f u l n e s s .   Le t  u s  h o l d 
o n  to  t h i s  t r u t h :  s to r m s  m a y  c o m e ,  b u t  w i t h  J e s u s  i n  o u r  l i ve s , 
w e  c a n  fa c e  a n y t h i n g .  H i s  s a c r i f i c e  w a s  m o re  t h a n  e n o u g h  to 
re d e e m  u s ,  a n d  t h ro u g h  H i s  p o w e r,  w e  h a ve  h o p e — fo r  to d a y  a n d 
fo r  t h e  f u t u re .  
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1 . God’s Invitation starts with a

2. God’s Invitation is sensed by His
M a r k  6 : 37

3. God’s Invitation requires

1. It’s easier to ignore others when we’re 

2. God often asks us to do things that don’t make

3. God   what you offer Him

Isaiah 58:12, Matthew 6:33, John 10:27-28

Why is it Hard to Give Up 
our Lunch?

Three Levels of Giving

God’s Invitation
M

e
s
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s

1. What can I            ?

2. What can I            ?

3. What can I 
to do through me?
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Connect 
Group
Discussion
Guide

Key Verses  -  Isaiah 58:12, Mark 12:41-44, Matthew 4:14-16

I c e b re a ke r Q u est i o n s

F u n :  I f  yo u  c o u l d  i n v i te  a n yo n e  ( l i v i n g  o r  h i s to r i c a l )  to  d i n n e r, 
w h o  w o u l d  i t  b e?
C h e c k- i n :  H o w  i s  G o d  i n v i t i n g  yo u  to  g ro w  i n  t h i s  s e a s o n  of 
l i fe?
P r a y e r  R e q u e s t :  I s  t h e re  a n  a re a  w h e re  yo u  fe e l  G o d ’s  i n v i -
ta t i o n  b u t  n e e d  s t re n g t h  to  re s p o n d ?

S c r i pt u re Pa s s a g e :

M a t t h e w  1 1 : 2 8 - 3 0  ( N LT )
“ T h e n  J e s u s  s a i d ,  ‘ C o m e  to  m e ,  a l l  of  yo u  w h o  a re  w e a r y  a n d 
c a r r y  h e a v y  b u rd e n s ,  a n d  I  w i l l  g i ve  yo u  re s t .  Ta ke  m y  yo ke 
u p o n  yo u .  Le t  m e  te a c h  yo u ,  b e c a u s e  I  a m  h u m b l e  a n d  g e n t l e 
a t  h e a r t ,  a n d  yo u  w i l l  f i n d  re s t  fo r  yo u r  s o u l s .  F o r  m y  yo ke  i s 
e a sy  to  b e a r,  a n d  t h e  b u rd e n  I  g i ve  yo u  i s  l i g h t . ’ ”

C o n n e ct  G ro u p D i s c u s s i o n  Q u est i o n s : 

1 .  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  I nv i t a t i o n
J e s u s  i n v i te s  a l l  w h o  a re  w e a r y  to  c o m e  to  H i m  fo r  re s t . 
W h a t  k i n d  of  b u rd e n s  d o  yo u  t h i n k  H e ’s  refe r r i n g  to?

2 .  Le a r n i n g  f r o m  J e s u s
J e s u s  d e s c r i b e s  H i m s e l f  a s  “ h u m b l e  a n d  g e n t l e .”  H o w  d o e s 
t h i s  s h a p e  yo u r  v i e w  of  w h o  H e  i s  a n d  t h e  k i n d  of  re l a t i o n s h i p 
H e  of fe r s?

3 .  R e s p o n d i n g  t o  G o d ’s  I nv i t a t i o n
W h y  d o  yo u  t h i n k  i t  c a n  b e  d i f f i c u l t  to  c o m e  to  J e s u s  w h e n 
w e ’ re  b u rd e n e d ?  W h a t  ke e p s  u s  f ro m  a c c e p t i n g  H i s  i n v i ta -
t i o n  fo r  re s t ?

God’s Invitation
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B i b l i c a l  N a r ra t i ve :

T h e  C a l l i n g  of  t h e  D i s c i p l e s  ( M a t t h e w  4 : 1 8 -2 2 ) :  J e s u s  i n v i te d 
o rd i n a r y  f i s h e r m e n  to  fo l l o w  H i m ,  t ra n s fo r m i n g  t h e i r  l i ve s  i n 
u n ex p e c te d  w a y s .  T h i s  i n v i ta t i o n  to  “ fo l l o w ”  h i g h l i g h t s  h o w 
G o d  of te n  c a l l s  u s  i n to  d e e p e r  re l a t i o n s h i p  a n d  p u r p o s e ,  j u s t 
a s  H e  d i d  w i t h  t h o s e  f i r s t  d i s c i p l e s .

A p p l i c a t i o n  Q u est i o n s :

1 .  R e f l e c t i n g  o n  B u r d e n s
W h a t  b u rd e n s  a re  yo u  c a r r y i n g  r i g h t  n o w ?  H o w  d o e s  J e s u s ’ 
i n v i ta t i o n  to  re s t  e n c o u ra g e  yo u ?

2 .  E m b r a c i n g  J e s u s’  C h a r a c t e r
K n o w i n g  t h a t  J e s u s  i s  g e n t l e  a n d  h u m b l e ,  h o w  c a n  yo u  a p -
p ro a c h  H i m  w i t h  yo u r  b u rd e n s  t h i s  w e e k ?

3 .  A c c e p t i n g  t h e  I nv i t a t i o n
H o w  c a n  yo u  p ra c t i c a l l y  “c o m e  to  J e s u s ”  fo r  re s t ?  W h a t  s te p s 
w i l l  yo u  ta ke  to  e m b ra c e  H i s  i n v i ta t i o n  i n  yo u r  l i fe?

C h a l l e n g e fo r G row t h :

W E  A R E  CA L L E D  TO  R E S P O N D :  C h o o s e  o n e  d a y  t h i s  w e e k  to 
p ra c t i c e  i n te n t i o n a l  g e n e ro s i t y,  w h e t h e r  i t ’s  by  b u y i n g  a  m e a l 
fo r  s o m e o n e ,  d o n a t i n g  to  a  c a u s e  yo u  c a re  a b o u t ,  o r  of fe r i n g 
yo u r  t i m e  to  h e l p  a  f r i e n d  o r  n e i g h b o r.  Ref l e c t  o n  h o w  i t  fe l t 
to  g i ve  a n d  h o w  yo u  s e n s e d  G o d ’s  p re s e n c e  t h ro u g h  t h i s  a c t .
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H a g a r ’s  s to r y  i s  a  p o w e r f u l  re m i n d e r  t h a t  G o d  n o t i c e s 
u s  i n  o u r  m o m e n t s  of  d e e p e s t  d e s p a i r.  A f te r  b e i n g 
m i s t re a te d  a n d  f l e e i n g  i n to  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s ,  H a g a r  fe l t 
i n v i s i b l e  a n d  a b a n d o n e d .  Ye t ,  G o d  m e t  h e r  i n  t h a t  l o n e l y 
p l a c e ,  of fe r i n g  h e r  c o m fo r t  a n d  a  p ro m i s e  fo r  h e r  s o n ’s 
f u t u re .  H a g a r  re s p o n d e d  by  n a m i n g  G o d  “ E l - Ro i ”  ( T h e  G o d 
W h o  S e e s ) ,  ref l e c t i n g  h e r  a m a ze m e n t  t h a t  t h e  C re a to r 
n o t i c e d  h e r  p a i n  a n d  c a re d  e n o u g h  to  i n te r ve n e .

I n  o u r  o w n  l i ve s ,  w e  m a y  fa c e  s e a s o n s  w h e re  w e  fe e l 
ove r l o o ke d  o r  fo rg o t te n .  H a g a r ’s  s to r y  a s s u re s  u s  t h a t 
G o d  s e e s  u s  c l e a r l y  a n d  c o m p l e te l y,  eve n  w h e n  o t h e r s 
d o n ’ t .  H i s  p re s e n c e  i s  a  s o u rc e  of  h o p e ,  g u i d i n g  a n d 
s u s ta i n i n g  u s  t h ro u g h  eve r y  t r i a l .

R e f l e c t i o n :
A re  t h e re  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  yo u r  l i fe  w h e re  yo u  fe e l  u n s e e n  o r 
u n h e a rd ?
H o w  c a n  re m e m b e r i n g  “ E l - Ro i ”  b r i n g  yo u  c o m fo r t  a n d 
a s s u ra n c e  to d a y ?

P r a y e r :
Lo rd ,  t h a n k  Yo u  fo r  b e i n g  t h e  G o d  w h o  s e e s  m e .  H e l p  m e 
to  t r u s t  i n  Yo u r  c a re  a n d  to  re m e m b e r  t h a t  I  a m  n eve r 
a l o n e ,  eve n  w h e n  l i fe  fe e l s  ove r w h e l m i n g .  A m e n .

“Thereafter, Hagar used another name to refer to the LORD, 
who had spoken to her. She said, ‘You are the God who sees 
me.’ She also said, ‘Have I truly seen the One who sees me?’” 
Genesis 16:13 (NLT) - 

The God Who Sees
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S o m e t i m e s  l i fe  d ra i n s  u s  of  e n e rg y,  l e a v i n g  u s  fe e l i n g 
p o w e r l e s s  a n d  ove r w h e l m e d .  I n  t h o s e  m o m e n t s ,  G o d 
re m i n d s  u s  t h a t  H i s  s t re n g t h  i s  m a d e  p e r fe c t  i n  o u r 
w e a k n e s s .  I s a i a h  4 0 : 2 9 -3 1  p a i n t s  a  b e a u t i f u l  p i c t u re 
of  h o w  G o d  s u s ta i n s  u s .  E ve n  t h e  s t ro n g e s t  a m o n g  u s 
c a n  g ro w  w e a r y,  b u t  t h o s e  w h o  w a i t  o n  t h e  Lo rd  w i l l 
f i n d  re n e w e d  s t re n g t h ,  s o a r i n g  l i ke  e a g l e s  a b ove  t h e i r 
c h a l l e n g e s .

Wa i t i n g  o n  G o d  i s  n o t  a  p a s s i ve  a c t  b u t  a n  a c t i ve  t r u s t 
i n  H i s  p o w e r  a n d  t i m i n g .  A s  w e  p l a c e  o u r  h o p e  i n  H i m ,  H e 
e q u i p s  u s  w i t h  t h e  e n d u ra n c e  a n d  p e a c e  w e  n e e d  to  fa c e 
l i fe ’s  d e m a n d s .  H i s  s t re n g t h  c a r r i e s  u s  t h ro u g h  w h e n  o u r 
o w n  s t re n g t h  fa i l s .

R e f l e c t i o n :
W h e re  i n  yo u r  l i fe  a re  yo u  fe e l i n g  w e a r y  o r  fa i n t ?
H o w  c a n  yo u  p ra c t i c e  w a i t i n g  o n  t h e  Lo rd  a n d  t r u s t i n g 
H i m  to  re n e w  yo u r  s t re n g t h ?

P r a y e r :
Lo rd ,  t h a n k  Yo u  fo r  b e i n g  m y  s o u rc e  of  s t re n g t h  w h e n  I 
a m  w e a k .  Te a c h  m e  to  w a i t  o n  Yo u  w i t h  t r u s t  a n d  h o p e , 
k n o w i n g  t h a t  Yo u  w i l l  re n e w  a n d  s u s ta i n  m e .  A m e n .

“He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he 
increases strength. Even youths shall faint and be wear y, and 
young men shall fall exhausted; but they who wait for the LORD shall 
renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; 
they shall run and not be wear y; they shall walk and not faint.” 
-   Isaiah 40:29-31

God’s Strength in Our Weakness
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We  a l l  m a ke  p l a n s  fo r  o u r  l i ve s ,  e n v i s i o n i n g  t h e  f u t u re 
a n d  s t r i v i n g  fo r  g o a l s  w e  b e l i eve  w i l l  b r i n g  f u l f i l l m e n t .  Ye t , 
P rove r b s  1 9 : 2 1  re m i n d s  u s  t h a t  w h i l e  o u r  h e a r t s  m a y  b e 
f i l l e d  w i t h  i d e a s  a n d  a m b i t i o n s ,  i t  i s  G o d ’s  p u r p o s e  t h a t 
u l t i m a te l y  p reva i l s .  H i s  p l a n s  fo r  u s  a re  fa r  g re a te r  t h a n 
a n y t h i n g  w e  c o u l d  i m a g i n e  o r  d e s i g n  fo r  o u r s e l ve s .

C o n s i d e r  h o w  of te n  w e  ex p e r i e n c e  d e to u r s  o r  d i s r u p t i o n s 
i n  o u r  p l a n s .  I n s te a d  of  s e e i n g  t h e s e  m o m e n t s  a s  fa i l u re s 
o r  s e t b a c ks ,  t h ey  c a n  b e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to  a l i g n  o u r s e l ve s 
w i t h  G o d ’s  w i l l .  Tr u s t i n g  i n  H i s  p u r p o s e  re q u i re s  s u r re n d e r, 
b u t  i t  a l s o  b r i n g s  p e a c e ,  k n o w i n g  t h a t  H i s  p l a n s  a re 
a l w a y s  fo r  o u r  g o o d  a n d  H i s  g l o r y.

R e f l e c t i o n :
A re  t h e re  p l a n s  o r  a m b i t i o n s  yo u  n e e d  to  s u r re n d e r  to 
G o d ?
H o w  c a n  yo u  t r u s t  i n  H i s  p u r p o s e  eve n  w h e n  i t  d o e s n ’ t 
a l i g n  w i t h  yo u r  ex p e c ta t i o n s?

P r a y e r :
Lo rd ,  h e l p  m e  to  t r u s t  i n  Yo u r  p u r p o s e  a b ove  m y  o w n 
p l a n s .  Te a c h  m e  to  s u r re n d e r  m y  d e s i re s  to  Yo u  a n d  to 
re s t  i n  t h e  a s s u ra n c e  t h a t  Yo u r  w a y s  a re  a l w a y s  g o o d . 
A m e n .

“Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the LORD’s purpose 
that prevails.” 
- Proverbs 19:21

God’s Plans Are Greater
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We  a l l  m a ke  p l a n s  fo r  o u r  l i ve s ,  e n v i s i o n i n g  t h e  f u t u re 
a n d  s t r i v i n g  fo r  g o a l s  w e  b e l i eve  w i l l  b r i n g  f u l f i l l m e n t .  Ye t , 
P rove r b s  1 9 : 2 1  re m i n d s  u s  t h a t  w h i l e  o u r  h e a r t s  m a y  b e 
f i l l e d  w i t h  i d e a s  a n d  a m b i t i o n s ,  i t  i s  G o d ’s  p u r p o s e  t h a t 
u l t i m a te l y  p reva i l s .  H i s  p l a n s  fo r  u s  a re  fa r  g re a te r  t h a n 
a n y t h i n g  w e  c o u l d  i m a g i n e  o r  d e s i g n  fo r  o u r s e l ve s .

C o n s i d e r  h o w  of te n  w e  ex p e r i e n c e  d e to u r s  o r  d i s r u p t i o n s 
i n  o u r  p l a n s .  I n s te a d  of  s e e i n g  t h e s e  m o m e n t s  a s  fa i l u re s 
o r  s e t b a c ks ,  t h ey  c a n  b e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to  a l i g n  o u r s e l ve s 
w i t h  G o d ’s  w i l l .  Tr u s t i n g  i n  H i s  p u r p o s e  re q u i re s  s u r re n d e r, 
b u t  i t  a l s o  b r i n g s  p e a c e ,  k n o w i n g  t h a t  H i s  p l a n s  a re 
a l w a y s  fo r  o u r  g o o d  a n d  H i s  g l o r y.

R e f l e c t i o n :
A re  t h e re  p l a n s  o r  a m b i t i o n s  yo u  n e e d  to  s u r re n d e r  to 
G o d ?
H o w  c a n  yo u  t r u s t  i n  H i s  p u r p o s e  eve n  w h e n  i t  d o e s n ’ t 
a l i g n  w i t h  yo u r  ex p e c ta t i o n s?

P r a y e r :
Lo rd ,  h e l p  m e  to  t r u s t  i n  Yo u r  p u r p o s e  a b ove  m y  o w n 
p l a n s .  Te a c h  m e  to  s u r re n d e r  m y  d e s i re s  to  Yo u  a n d  to 
re s t  i n  t h e  a s s u ra n c e  t h a t  Yo u r  w a y s  a re  a l w a y s  g o o d . 
A m e n .

Proverbs 19:21 (NIV) - “Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the 
LORD’s purpose that prevails.”

God’s Provision in the Wilderness
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L i fe ’s  s to r m s  of te n  b r i n g  a n x i e t y  a n d  fe a r,  b u t  Pa u l 
re m i n d s  u s  t h a t  p ra ye r  i s  t h e  a n t i d o te  to  w o r r y.  B y 
b r i n g i n g  o u r  c o n c e r n s  to  G o d  w i t h  a  h e a r t  of  g ra t i t u d e , 
w e  c re a te  s p a c e  fo r  H i s  p e a c e  to  f i l l  o u r  h e a r t s .  T h i s 
p e a c e  d o e s n ’ t  d e p e n d  o n  o u r  c i rc u m s ta n c e s  b u t  f l o w s 
f ro m  k n o w i n g  t h a t  G o d  i s  i n  c o n t ro l .

W h e n  J e s u s  c a l m e d  t h e  s to r m  o n  t h e  s e a ,  H e 
d e m o n s t ra te d  t h a t  H i s  p o w e r  a n d  p re s e n c e  b r i n g  p e a c e , 
eve n  i n  c h a o s .  S i m i l a r l y,  w h e n  w e  t r u s t  G o d  w i t h  o u r 
w o r r i e s ,  H e  p rov i d e s  a  p e a c e  t h a t  g u a rd s  o u r  h e a r t s  a n d 
m i n d s ,  g i v i n g  u s  s t re n g t h  to  fa c e  a n y  c h a l l e n g e .

R e f l e c t i o n :
W h a t  a n x i e t i e s  o r  w o r r i e s  d o  yo u  n e e d  to  s u r re n d e r  to 
G o d  to d a y ?
H o w  c a n  yo u  m a ke  p ra ye r  a n d  t h a n ks g i v i n g  a  re g u l a r  p a r t 
of  yo u r  re s p o n s e  to  l i fe ’s  c h a l l e n g e s?

P r a y e r :
Lo rd ,  t h a n k  Yo u  fo r  of fe r i n g  m e  p e a c e  i n  t h e  m i d s t  of  l i fe ’s 
s to r m s .  H e l p  m e  to  b r i n g  m y  w o r r i e s  to  Yo u  i n  p ra ye r  a n d 
to  t r u s t  i n  Yo u r  fa i t h f u l n e s s .  G u a rd  m y  h e a r t  a n d  m i n d 
w i t h  Yo u r  p e r fe c t  p e a c e .  A m e n .

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in ever ything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will  guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 
Philippians 4:6-7

God’s Peace in the Storm
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Marcé 
Schoeman

Testimony #4 

I  w a s  b o r n  i n  G ra s ko p  a n d  l a te r  re l o c a te d  to  Lyd e n b u rg  ,w h e re  I 
g re w  u p .  W h e n  I  w a s  1 0  ye a r s  o l d ,  m y  p a re n t s  d i vo rc e d .  At  t h e  a g e 
of  1 2 ,  m y  m o t h e r  a n d  I  m ove d  to  B e n o n i ,  w h e re  I  l i ve d  u n t i l  I  m ove d 
to  Po tc h ef s t ro o m  to  s t u d y.  

I  w a s  ra i s e d  i n  a  C h r i s t i a n  fa m i l y,  w i t h  a  g ra n d fa t h e r  w h o  w a s  a 
p a s to r,  s o  I  g re w  u p  k n o w i n g  a b o u t  t h e  B i b l e .  A l t h o u g h  m y  fa m i l y 
d i d n ’ t  a t te n d  c h u rc h  of te n ,  I  h a d  a n  a w a re n e s s  a n d  k n o w l e d g e  of 
G o d .  I  u n d e r s to o d  t h e  re l i g i o u s  c o n c e p t  of  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  G o d ,  ye t 
I  d i d n ’ t  h a ve  a  p e r s o n a l  re l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  H i m .  I  d o n ’ t  re c a l l  eve r 
h a v i n g  a n  e n c o u n te r  w i t h  H i m  u n t i l  t h e  1 0 t h  g ra d e .  

W h e n  I  w a s  1 6  ye a r s  o l d ,  a  f r i e n d  a n d  I  w e re  w a l k i n g  h o m e  w h e n  a 
m a n  i n  a  b l a c k  ove rc o a t  a p p ro a c h e d  u s ,  a s k i n g  fo r  d i re c t i o n s  to  a 
p o p u l a r  l o c a t i o n .  I  w a s  i n s ta n t l y  s ke p t i c a l  w h e n  h e  s ta r te d  ta l k i n g 
a b o u t  a  m o d e l i n g  o p p o r t u n i t y  a t  t h a t  l o c a t i o n .  A s  h e  c o n t i n u e d 
s p e a k i n g ,  h e  s u d d e n l y  l o o ke d  u p  a n d  a p p e a re d  s ta r t l e d ,  a s 
t h o u g h  h e  s a w  a  l a rg e  m a n  s ta n d i n g  b e h i n d  m y  f r i e n d  a n d  I .  H i s 
d e m e a n o r  c h a n g e d ;  i n t i m i d a t i o n  w a s  ev i d e n t  o n  h i s  fa c e  a n d 
b o d y  l a n g u a g e .  H e  s ta m m e re d  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  b o r ro w i n g  a  p e n , 
t h e n  q u i c k l y  t u r n e d  a n d  ra n  a w a y.  W h e n  w e  l o o ke d  b e h i n d  u s ,  w e 
s a w  n o  o n e .  T h a t  w a s  m y  f i r s t  e n c o u n te r  w i t h  t h e  s u p e r n a t u ra l .  



T h ro u g h o u t  m y  l i fe ,  m y 
fa m i l y  fa c e d  c o n t i n u a l 
c h a l l e n g e s .  M a n y 
w e l l - m e a n i n g  p e o p l e 
e n c o u ra g e d  m e  to 
ke e p  p ra y i n g  a n d 
t r u s t i n g  t h a t  t h i n g s 
w o u l d  i m p rove ,  b u t 
n o t h i n g  s e e m e d  to 
c h a n g e — i f  a n y t h i n g , 
t h i n g s  o n l y  g o t  w o r s e .  I 
s t r u g g l e d  w i t h  s eve re 
d e p re s s i o n ,  a n d 
t h o u g h t s  of  s u i c i d e 
c o n s u m e d  m e .  S o o n ,  I 
fo u n d  m y s e l f  t ra p p e d 
i n  a  c yc l e  of  s e l f-
h a r m i n g ,  w h i c h  l e d  to 
l o s i n g  t h e  l i t t l e  fa i t h 
I  h a d  i n  G o d .  I  h a d  s o 
m a n y  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t 
ove r w h e l m e d  m e  l i ke ,  
W h y  d o  t h e s e  t h i n g s 
ke e p  h a p p e n i n g 
to  m e?   W h y  i s  m y 
fa m i l y  s o  b ro ke n ?  

W h y  d o  I  s t r u g g l e  w i t h  s u c h  s eve re  d e p re s s i o n ?  W h y  d o e s n ’ t  G o d 
m e n d  a l l  t h e  b ro ke n n e s s  I  ke e p  b e g g i n g  H i m  to  f i x ?  E ve n t u a l l y, 
I  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  eve n  i f  G o d  i s  re a l ,  H e  d o e s n ’ t  c a re  a b o u t  m e . 
T h a t ’s  w h e n  I  b e c a m e  a n  u n b e l i eve r.  

W h e n  m y  f i r s t  ye a r  of  u n i ve r s i t y  b e g a n ,  I  d e c i d e d  to  g i ve  G o d 
o n e  l a s t  c h a n c e  a n d  a t te n d e d  c h u rc h  fo r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  ye a r s . 
O n e  s p e c i f i c  S u n d a y,  d re s s e d  i n  a  p i n k  d re s s ,  I  j o i n e d  a  c ro w d 
of  a b o u t  4 0 0  p e o p l e  a t  c h u rc h .  I  d i d n ’ t  a n t i c i p a te  w h a t  w o u l d 
h a p p e n  n ex t ,  b u t  G o d  h a s  a  w a y  of  p u r s u i n g  H i s  l o s t  s h e e p .  T h e 
p a s to r,  p ro m p te d  by  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t ,  s to p p e d  m i d - s e r m o n  a n d 
s a i d ,  “ T h e re ’s  a  g i r l  s i t t i n g  h e re  i n  a  p i n k  d re s s … ”  I  g l a n c e d  a ro u n d 
a n d  re a l i ze d  I  w a s  t h e  o n l y  o n e  w e a r i n g  p i n k .  H e  c o n t i n u e d ,  “ I  fe e l 
I  n e e d  to  te l l  yo u  n o t  to  g i ve  yo u r  b o d y  to  t h a t  g u y.”  

I  w a s  s t u n n e d .  A  s t ra n g e r  h a d  s p o ke n  d i re c t l y  to  t h e  ve r y  q u e s t i o n 
I  h a d  b e e n  w re s t l i n g  w i t h  i n  m y  m i n d .  T h e re  w a s  n o  w a y  h e  c o u l d 
h a ve  k n o w n .  At  t h a t  m o m e n t ,  t h e  re a l i t y  of  G o d  s t r u c k  m e .  M y 
eye s  w e re  o p e n e d  to  a  G o d  w h o  s e e s  a n d  l ove s  m e .  G o d  w a s  n o 
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l o n g e r  d i s ta n t ;  H e  w a s  w i t h i n 
re a c h ,  s t re tc h i n g  o u t  H i s  h a n d 
to  m e .  

N a ï ve  a b o u t  t h e  s u p e r n a t u ra l 
a n d  t h e  w o r k  of  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t , 
I  w a s  f r i g h te n e d  a n d  d i d n ’ t 
re t u r n  to  c h u rc h  fo r  m o n t h s . 
( I ’ m  g ra tef u l  t h e  p a s to r  u s e d 
d i s c re t i o n  a n d  d i d n ’ t  c a l l  m e 
fo r w a rd ;  t h a t  w o u l d  h a ve  b e e n 
q u i te  h u m i l i a t i n g . ) 

S t i l l ,  a  s i n g l e  ta s te  of  G o d ’s 
re a l i t y  d re w  m e  b a c k .                           

I  h a d  to  k n o w  H i m .  T h re e  m o n t h s  l a te r,  I  re t u r n e d  to  c h u rc h  a n d 
s u r re n d e re d  m y  l i fe  to  J e s u s .  H e  s a ve d  m e !  

I n  t h e  m o n t h s  t h a t  fo l l o w e d ,  m y  fa i t h  g re w  t h ro u g h  a  c o n n e c t 
g ro u p  w h e re  I  w a s  d i s c i p l e d  u s i n g  t h e  “ O n e - to - O n e ”  b o o k .  I  s t u d i e d 
t h e  B i b l e  a n d  d e d i c a te d  t i m e  to  i n te rc e s s i o n .  I  a l s o  l e a r n e d  a b o u t 
t h e  b a p t i s m  of  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  a n d  re c e i ve d  t h i s  i n c re d i b l e  g i f t 
t h a t  s a m e  eve n i n g .  I  s t i l l  re m e m b e r  s ta n d i n g  t h e re ,  l a u g h i n g  a n d 
c r y i n g  a s  I  e n c o u n te re d  G o d .  

I n  t h a t  m o m e n t ,  eve r y t h i n g  c h a n g e d .  G o d  b ro ke  t h e  c h a i n s  of 
s eve re  d e p re s s i o n  t h a t  h a d  g r i p p e d  m e  fo r  s o  l o n g .  H e  d e l i ve re d 
m e  f ro m  a d d i c t i o n .  T h a t  s i n g l e  e n c o u n te r  w i t h  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t 
f re e d  m e  f ro m  ye a r s  of  s t r u g g l e .  

I  c o u l d  n eve r  b e  t h e  s a m e  a f te r  e n c o u n te r i n g  G o d .  M y  h e a r t 
n o w  l o n g s  fo r  o t h e r s  to  ex p e r i e n c e  H i m — n o t  j u s t  to  h e a r  a b o u t 
H i m ,  b u t  to  m e e t  H i m  p e r s o n a l l y.  I t  b e c a m e  m y  p a s s i o n  to  re a c h 
t h o s e  w h o ,  l i ke  m e ,  n e e d  a n  e n c o u n te r  w i t h  G o d  m o re  t h a n  a n 
ex p l a n a t i o n  of  H i m .  

C u r re n t l y,  m y  h u s b a n d  a n d  I  a re  f u l l - t i m e  vo c a t i o n a l  m i n i s te r s  i n 
t h e  Va a l ,  w h e re  w e  a re  p l a n t i n g  a  c h u rc h .  I  a m  p a s s i o n a te  a b o u t 
eva n g e l i s m  a n d  e q u i p p i n g  t h e  c h u rc h  to  o p e ra te  i n  t h e  g i f t s  of 
t h e  S p i r i t .  M y  h u s b a n d ,  J u rg e n s ,  a n d  I  a re  t r u s t i n g  G o d  to  o p e n 
d o o r s  fo r  u s  ( a l o n g  w i t h  o u r  t w o  b oy s )  to  ta ke  t h e  g o s p e l  eve n 
f u r t h e r,  re a c h i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  c re a t i ve - a c c e s s  n a t i o n s .
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1 . God sees past our gift  to our

2. It’s not about equal contribution – it’s about equal 

3. Obedience + Faith = 

4. What you do to build God’s Kingdom 
M a t t h ew 4 :1 4 -1 6

1. What can I            ?

2. What can I            ?

3. What can I 
to do through me?

Isaiah 58:12, Matthew 6:33, Mark 12:41-44

Three Levels of Giving

God’s Reward
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Connect 
Group
Discussion
Guide

Key Verses  -  Isaiah 58:12, Mark 12:41-44, Matthew 4:14-16

I c e b re a ke r Q u est i o n s :

1 .  F u n :  I f  yo u  c o u l d  re c e i ve  o n e  u n ex p e c te d  re w a rd  t h i s  w e e k , 
w h a t  w o u l d  yo u  w a n t  i t  to  b e?
2 .  C h e c k- i n :  W h a t  i s  s o m e t h i n g  yo u ’ re  c u r re n t l y  w o r k i n g 
to w a rd  o r  h o p i n g  fo r  i n  yo u r  l i fe?
3 .  P r a y e r  R e q u e s t :  I s  t h e re  s o m e t h i n g  s p e c i f i c  yo u ’ re  s e e k-
i n g  G o d ’s  h e l p  w i t h  i n  te r m s  of  g ro w t h  o r  p ro g re s s?

S c r i pt u re Pa s s a g e :

H e b r e w s  1 1 : 6  ( N LT )
“A n d  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  to  p l e a s e  G o d  w i t h o u t  fa i t h .  A n yo n e  w h o 
w a n t s  to  c o m e  to  h i m  m u s t  b e l i eve  t h a t  G o d  ex i s t s  a n d  t h a t 
h e  re w a rd s  t h o s e  w h o  s i n c e re l y  s e e k  h i m .”

C o n n e ct  G ro u p D i s c u s s i o n  Q u est i o n s :

1 .  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  F a i t h  a n d  R e w a r d
T h i s  ve r s e  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  i m p o r ta n c e  of  fa i t h  i n  p l e a s i n g  G o d . 
W h a t  d o  yo u  t h i n k  i t  m e a n s  to  b e l i eve  t h a t  G o d  “ re w a rd s 
t h o s e  w h o  s i n c e re l y  s e e k  h i m ” ?

2 .  S e e k i n g  G o d ’s  R e w a r d
W h a t  k i n d  of  re w a rd s  d o e s  G o d  of fe r  to  t h o s e  w h o  fo l l o w 
H i m ,  a c c o rd i n g  to  S c r i p t u re?  H o w  m i g h t  t h e s e  d i f fe r  f ro m 
re w a rd s  w e  p u r s u e  i n  d a i l y  l i fe?

3 .  D e s i r i n g  G o d ’s  P r e s e n c e
H o w  d o e s  t h e  p ro m i s e  of  G o d ’s  re w a rd  i n s p i re  yo u  to  s e e k  a 
c l o s e r  re l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  H i m ,  re g a rd l e s s  of  e a r t h l y  re w a rd s?

God’s Reward
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B i b l i c a l  N a r ra t i ve :

T h e  S to r y  of  A b ra h a m ’s  J o u r n ey  of  F a i t h  (G e n e s i s  1 2-1 5 ,  1 7,  2 2 ) : 
A b ra h a m ,  c a l l e d  to  l e a ve  h i s  h o m e l a n d ,  t r u s te d  i n  G o d ’s  p ro m i s e 
of  a  f u t u re  re w a rd — a  fa m i l y  a n d  a  h o m e l a n d ,  eve n  w h e n  i t  s e e m e d 
i m p o s s i b l e .  G o d ’s  re w a rd  w a s  n o t  j u s t  i n  l a n d  a n d  d e s c e n d a n t s 
b u t  i n  a  re l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  H i m s e l f.  A b ra h a m ’s  j o u r n ey  re m i n d s  u s 
t h a t  fa i t h  of te n  i n vo l ve s  t r u s t i n g  i n  G o d ’s  u n s e e n  p ro m i s e s  a n d 
f i n d i n g  o u r  u l t i m a te  re w a rd  i n  G o d ’s  p re s e n c e  a n d  fa i t h f u l n e s s .

A p p l i c a t i o n  Q u est i o n s :

1 .  R e f l e c t i n g  o n  R e w a r d s
W h e n  yo u  t h i n k  of  “ re w a rd s ”  f ro m  G o d ,  d o  yo u  te n d  to  fo c u s  m o re 
o n  ta n g i b l e  b l e s s i n g s  o r  s p i r i t u a l  g ro w t h ?  H o w  m i g h t  G o d  b e  e n -
c o u ra g i n g  yo u  to  s h i f t  yo u r  fo c u s?

2 .  Tr u s t i n g  i n  t h e  U n s e e n
H o w  c a n  A b ra h a m ’s  fa i t h  i n s p i re  yo u  to  s e e k  G o d  eve n  w h e n  yo u 
c a n ’ t  s e e  i m m e d i a te  re s u l t s?  I s  t h e re  s o m e t h i n g  yo u ’ re  h o p i n g 
fo r  t h a t  re q u i re s  t r u s t  i n  G o d ’s  t i m i n g ?

3 .  C o m m i t m e n t  t o  S i n c e r e  S e e k i n g
W h a t  a re  p ra c t i c a l  s te p s  yo u  c a n  ta ke  t h i s  w e e k  to  “ s i n c e re l y 
s e e k ”  G o d  i n  yo u r  l i fe?  H o w  m i g h t  t h i s  c h a n g e  yo u r  p e r s p e c t i ve 
o n  eve r yd a y  c h a l l e n g e s?

C h a l l e n g e fo r G row t h :

Le t ’s  d o  a  G R AT I T U D E  I N V E N TO RY :  E a c h  d a y  t h i s  w e e k ,  w r i te 
d o w n  t h re e  t h i n g s  G o d  h a s  p rov i d e d  fo r  yo u — b o t h  b i g  a n d  s m a l l . 
At  t h e  e n d  of  t h e  w e e k ,  ref l e c t  o n  h o w  t h e s e  b l e s s i n g s  m a ke  yo u 
fe e l  a n d  h o w  t h ey  re m i n d  yo u  of  G o d ’s  o n g o i n g  p rov i s i o n .  C o n -
s i d e r  s h a r i n g  o n e  of  t h e s e  i n s i g h t s  w i t h  t h e  g ro u p  n ex t  t i m e  yo u 
m e e t .
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Wa l k i n g  i n  t h e  l i g h t  m e a n s  l i v i n g  i n  a l i g n m e n t  w i t h  G o d ’s 
t r u t h  a n d  H i s  p re s e n c e .  I t ’s  a n  i n te n t i o n a l  c h o i c e  to 
p u r s u e  h o n e s t y,  i n te g r i t y,  a n d  l ove  i n  o u r  d a i l y  l i ve s .  W h e n 
w e  w a l k  i n  t h e  l i g h t ,  w e  ex p e r i e n c e  n o t  o n l y  a  d e e p e r 
re l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  G o d  b u t  a l s o  m e a n i n g f u l  fe l l o w s h i p  w i t h 
o t h e r s .

T h e  a p o s t l e  J o h n  re m i n d s  u s  t h a t  w a l k i n g  i n  t h e  l i g h t  i s n ’ t 
a b o u t  b e i n g  p e r fe c t ;  i t ’s  a b o u t  l e t t i n g  G o d ’s  t r u t h  g u i d e  u s . 
T h e  b l o o d  of  J e s u s  c l e a n s e s  u s ,  g i v i n g  u s  t h e  f re e d o m  to 
l i ve  o p e n l y  b efo re  G o d  a n d  o t h e r s .  T h i s  f re e d o m  fo s te r s 
u n i t y  a n d  t ra n s p a re n c y  i n  o u r  re l a t i o n s h i p s ,  ref l e c t i n g 
t h e  l i g h t  of  C h r i s t  to  t h e  w o r l d .

R e f l e c t i o n :
A re  t h e re  a re a s  i n  yo u r  l i fe  w h e re  yo u  n e e d  to  s te p  o u t  of 
t h e  s h a d o w s  a n d  i n to  G o d ’s  l i g h t ?
H o w  c a n  w a l k i n g  i n  t h e  l i g h t  s t re n g t h e n  yo u r  re l a t i o n s h i p 
w i t h  G o d  a n d  o t h e r s?

P r a y e r :
Lo rd ,  t h a n k  Yo u  fo r  i n v i t i n g  m e  to  w a l k  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of  Yo u r 
t r u t h .  H e l p  m e  to  l i ve  w i t h  i n te g r i t y  a n d  o p e n n e s s ,  t r u s t i n g 
i n  Yo u r  fo rg i ve n e s s  a n d  g ra c e .  U s e  m y  l i fe  to  ref l e c t  Yo u r 
l ove  to  t h o s e  a ro u n d  m e .  A m e n .

“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.” 
1 John 1:7

Walking in the Light
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What is God saying to me?

How can I apply it?

Talk to God about it:
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A  t re e  p l a n te d  by  s t re a m s  of  w a te r  h a s  a  c o n s ta n t 
s o u rc e  of  n o u r i s h m e n t ,  e n a b l i n g  i t  to  t h r i ve  a n d  b e a r  f r u i t 
n o  m a t te r  t h e  s e a s o n .  T h e  p s a l m i s t  u s e s  t h i s  i m a g e  to 
d e s c r i b e  t h o s e  w h o  d e l i g h t  i n  G o d ’s  Wo rd  a n d  m e d i ta te 
o n  i t  d a y  a n d  n i g h t .  J u s t  a s  t h e  ro o t s  of  t h e  t re e  d ra w 
s t re n g t h  f ro m  t h e  s t re a m ,  o u r  s p i r i t u a l  g ro w t h  a n d 
f r u i t f u l n e s s  c o m e s  f ro m  s ta y i n g  c o n n e c te d  to  G o d .

S e a s o n s  of  l i fe  c a n  b r i n g  c h a l l e n g e s  o r  b l e s s i n g s , 
b u t  w h e n  w e  re m a i n  ro o te d  i n  G o d ’s  p re s e n c e ,  w e  a re 
e q u i p p e d  to  b e a r  f r u i t  i n  eve r y  c i rc u m s ta n c e .  H i s  Wo rd 
p rov i d e s  t h e  w i s d o m  a n d  s t re n g t h  w e  n e e d  to  f l o u r i s h , 
eve n  w h e n  ex te r n a l  c o n d i t i o n s  s e e m  h a r s h .

R e f l e c t i o n :
W h a t  p ra c t i c e s  h e l p  yo u  s ta y  ro o te d  i n  G o d ’s  Wo rd  a n d 
p re s e n c e?
H o w  c a n  yo u  b e a r  f r u i t  i n  t h e  s e a s o n  yo u ’ re  i n  r i g h t  n o w ?

P r a y e r :
Lo rd ,  t h a n k  Yo u  fo r  b e i n g  t h e  s o u rc e  of  m y  s t re n g t h  a n d 
n o u r i s h m e n t .  H e l p  m e  to  s ta y  ro o te d  i n  Yo u r  Wo rd  a n d  to 
b e a r  f r u i t  i n  eve r y  s e a s o n  of  m y  l i fe .  A m e n .

 “He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its 
season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers.”
Psalm 1:3

Bearing Fruit in Every Season
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What is God saying to me?

How can I apply it?

Talk to God about it:
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T h e  i m a g e  of  G o d  a s  o u r  s h e p h e rd  i s  o n e  of  c o m fo r t  a n d 
a s s u ra n c e .  A  s h e p h e rd  c a re s  fo r,  p ro te c t s ,  a n d  p rov i d e s 
fo r  t h e i r  s h e e p ,  a n d  D a v i d  re m i n d s  u s  t h a t  G o d  d o e s  t h e 
s a m e  fo r  u s .  I n  H i m ,  w e  l a c k  n o t h i n g .  H e  k n o w s  o u r  n e e d s 
a n d  l e a d s  u s  to  p l a c e s  of  re s t  a n d  ref re s h m e n t ,  eve n  i n 
t h e  m i d s t  of  l i fe ’s  c h a l l e n g e s .

W h e n  w e  a l l o w  G o d  to  g u i d e  u s ,  w e  ex p e r i e n c e  p e a c e 
t h a t  f l o w s  f ro m  t r u s t i n g  H i s  c a re .  H i s  p rov i s i o n  i s n ’ t 
j u s t  a b o u t  m e e t i n g  p h y s i c a l  n e e d s — i t ’s  a b o u t  n u r t u r i n g 
o u r  s o u l s  a n d  l e a d i n g  u s  i n to  t h e  a b u n d a n t  l i fe  H e  h a s 
p re p a re d  fo r  u s .

R e f l e c t i o n :
H o w  h a ve  yo u  ex p e r i e n c e d  G o d ’s  c a re  a n d  p rov i s i o n  i n 
yo u r  l i fe  re c e n t l y ?
I n  w h a t  a re a s  d o  yo u  n e e d  to  t r u s t  H i m  a s  yo u r  s h e p h e rd 
to d a y ?

P r a y e r :
Lo rd ,  t h a n k  Yo u  fo r  b e i n g  m y  s h e p h e rd  a n d  p rov i d i n g  fo r 
a l l  m y  n e e d s .  H e l p  m e  to  t r u s t  i n  Yo u r  c a re  a n d  to  fo l l o w 
w h e re  Yo u  l e a d .  Le t  m e  re s t  i n  t h e  p e a c e  of  Yo u r  p re s e n c e . 
A m e n .

“The Lord is my shepherd; I  have all that I need. He lets me rest 
in green meadows; he leads me beside peaceful streams.” 
Psalm 23:1-2

The Lord Is My Shepherd
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What is God saying to me?

How can I apply it?

Talk to God about it:
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N a v i g a t i n g  l i fe ’s  u n c e r ta i n t i e s  c a n  fe e l  l i ke  w a l k i n g  i n 
t h e  d a r k .  B u t  G o d ’s  Wo rd  p rov i d e s  c l a r i t y  a n d  d i re c t i o n , 
i l l u m i n a t i n g  t h e  p a t h  b efo re  u s .  L i ke  a  l a m p  t h a t  l i g h t s  t h e 
w a y  s te p  by  s te p ,  S c r i p t u re  g u i d e s  u s ,  of fe r i n g  w i s d o m 
fo r  e a c h  d e c i s i o n  a n d  c o m fo r t  i n  eve r y  s e a s o n .

G o d  d o e s n ’ t  a l w a y s  reve a l  t h e  e n t i re  j o u r n ey  a t  o n c e ,  b u t 
H e  p ro m i s e s  to  g i ve  u s  e n o u g h  l i g h t  fo r  t h e  n ex t  s te p . 
A s  w e  m e d i ta te  o n  H i s  Wo rd  a n d  a l l o w  i t  to  s h a p e  o u r 
c h o i c e s ,  w e  g ro w  i n  c o n f i d e n c e ,  k n o w i n g  t h a t  H e  l e a d s 
u s  w i t h  l ove  a n d  p u r p o s e .

R e f l e c t i o n :
I n  w h a t  a re a s  of  yo u r  l i fe  d o  yo u  n e e d  G o d ’s  g u i d a n c e 
to d a y ?
H o w  c a n  yo u  m a ke  t i m e  to  m e d i ta te  o n  H i s  Wo rd  a n d 
a l l o w  i t  to  d i re c t  yo u r  s te p s?

P r a y e r :
Lo rd ,  t h a n k  Yo u  fo r  t h e  g i f t  of  Yo u r  Wo rd .  H e l p  m e  to  t r u s t 
i n  i t s  g u i d a n c e  a n d  to  s e e k  Yo u r  w i s d o m  fo r  e a c h  s te p  I 
ta ke .  Le t  Yo u r  l i g h t  s h i n e  o n  m y  p a t h ,  l e a d i n g  m e  c l o s e r  to 
Yo u .  A m e n .

1 Chronicles 29:5-6,9

“Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.”
- Psalm 119:105
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What is God saying to me?

How can I apply it?

Talk to God about it:
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I n  a  w o r l d  f i l l e d  w i t h  n o i s e  a n d  c o n s ta n t  m o t i o n ,  G o d ’s  c a l l 
to  “ b e  s t i l l ”  c a n  fe e l  c o u n te r i n t u i t i ve .  Ye t ,  t h i s  i n v i ta t i o n  to 
s t i l l n e s s  i s  a  re m i n d e r  of  w h o  G o d  i s — s ove re i g n ,  p o w e r f u l , 
a n d  p re s e n t  i n  eve r y  s i t u a t i o n .  B e i n g  s t i l l  d o e s n ’ t  m e a n 
d o i n g  n o t h i n g ;  i t  m e a n s  p a u s i n g  to  re c o g n i ze  G o d ’s 
a u t h o r i t y  a n d  re s t i n g  i n  H i s  c a re .

P s a l m  4 6  s p e a ks  of  G o d ’s  s t re n g t h  i n  t h e  m i d s t  of  c h a o s . 
W h e n  w e  q u i e t  o u r  h e a r t s  a n d  fo c u s  o n  H i m ,  w e  a re 
re m i n d e d  t h a t  H e  i s  i n  c o n t ro l ,  n o  m a t te r  w h a t  c h a l l e n g e s 
w e  fa c e .  Tr u s t i n g  i n  H i s  p o w e r  a l l o w s  u s  to  f i n d  p e a c e , 
eve n  i n  t h e  s to r m .

R e f l e c t i o n :
H o w  c a n  yo u  c re a te  m o m e n t s  of  s t i l l n e s s  i n  yo u r  d a i l y  l i fe 
to  fo c u s  o n  G o d ?
W h a t  d o e s  i t  m e a n  to  yo u  to  re s t  i n  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  t h a t 
G o d  i s  i n  c o n t ro l ?

P r a y e r :
Lo rd ,  te a c h  m e  to  b e  s t i l l  a n d  to  t r u s t  i n  Yo u r  s ove re i g n t y. 
H e l p  m e  to  p a u s e  a n d  re c o g n i ze  Yo u r  p re s e n c e ,  k n o w i n g 
t h a t  Yo u  a re  a t  w o r k  i n  a l l  t h i n g s .  F i l l  m y  h e a r t  w i t h  Yo u r 
p e a c e  to d a y.  A m e n .

“Be still , and know that I am God. I will  be exalted among the nations, I 
will  be exalted in the earth!” 
Psalm 46:10 

Be Still and Know
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What is God saying to me?

How can I apply it?

Talk to God about it:
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Francis & 
Mwamba  
Gaelejwe

Testimony #5 

I  a m  M w a m b a ,  m a r r i e d  to  F ra n c i s ,  a n d  w e  a re  b l e s s e d  to  h a ve 
a  1 5 - ye a r- o l d  s o n ,  O b a ke n g  J e re m i a h .  O r i g i n a l l y  f ro m  Za m b i a ,  I 
w a s  b o r n  i n  Lu a n s h ya  a n d  g re w  u p  a l o n g s i d e  m y  t h re e  b ro t h e r s 
a n d  a  s i s te r.  I  a m  a  q u a l i f i e d  g e o l o g i s t ,  c u r re n t l y  w o r k i n g  a s  a 
p ro j e c t  m a n a g e r  fo r  H a r m o n y  G o l d .  M y  h u s b a n d ,  F ra n c i s ,  g re w  u p 
i n  G a n ye s a ,  a  v i l l a g e  j u s t  o u t s i d e  Vr y b u rg .  

F ra n c i s :  I  s p e n t  m u c h  of  m y  e a r l y  ye a r s  w i t h  m y  g ra n d m o t h e r  a n d 
g re a t- g ra n d m o t h e r  w h i l e  m y  m o t h e r  w a s  s t u d y i n g  a n d  c o m p l e t i n g 
h e r  p ra c t i c a l s .  I  n eve r  h a d  a  re l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  m y  b i o l o g i c a l  fa t h e r, 
w h i c h  s h a p e d  m e  i n  w a y s  I  o n l y  c a m e  to  u n d e r s ta n d  l a te r.  D e s p i te 
t h e  c h a l l e n g e s ,  I  e m b ra c e d  eve r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  I  h a d — w h e t h e r  i n 
e d u c a t i o n ,  c a re e r,  o r  p e r s o n a l  g ro w t h — a n d  w o r ke d  h a rd  to  m a ke 
s o m e t h i n g  of  m y  l i fe .”

W h e n  w e  m ove d  to  Po tc h ef s t ro o m  i n  2 0 1 2 ,  w e  p ra ye d  e a r n e s t l y 
fo r  a  s p i r i t u a l  fa m i l y.  O n e  S u n d a y,  w h i l e  d r i v i n g  a ro u n d  s e a rc h i n g 
fo r  a  c h u rc h ,  w e  s to p p e d  a t  a  t ra f f i c  i n te r s e c t i o n  a n d  w e re  d ra w n 
to  M o o i r i v i e r  La e r s ko o l .  At  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  c h u rc h  w a s  c a l l e d ,  H i s 
Pe o p l e  ( n o w  E ve r y  N a t i o n  F a i t h  C i t y ) .We  w a l ke d  i n  a s  v i s i to r s  a n d 
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h a ve  c a l l e d  i t  h o m e  eve r  s i n c e .  O ve r 
t h e  ye a r s ,  w e ’ ve  w i t n e s s e d  i n c re d i b l e 
c h a n g e s — f ro m  p e o p l e  c o m i n g  a n d 
g o i n g  to  b u i l d i n g s  r i s i n g  f ro m  t h e 
g ro u n d — a n d  i t  h a s  b e e n  o n e  of  o u r 
g re a te s t  j oy s  to  b e  p a r t  of  t h i s  j o u r n ey.  

M w a m b a ’s  J o u r n ey :  M y  j o u r n ey  w i t h 
J e s u s  b e g a n  w h e n  I  w a s  1 2  ye a r s  o l d , 
l e d  by  m y  c o u s i n ,  w h o  i n t ro d u c e d  m e 
to  H i m .  C o m i n g  f ro m  a  C h r i s t i a n  fa m i l y, 
I  g re w  u p  w i t h  g o o d  va l u e s  d e e p l y 
e n t re n c h e d  i n  o u r  l i ve s .  I  s p e n t  m u c h  of 
m y  c h i l d h o o d  w i t h  m y  g ra n d fa t h e r,
w h o  w a s  a  fa r m e r,  a n d  I  l ove d  h e l p i n g 
h i m  g ro w  p l a n t s  a n d  c re a te  h o m e m a d e 
g o o d s  to  s e l l .  
I  w a s  a l s o  ve r y  c l o s e  to  m y  b ro t h e r s ,  s p e n d i n g  m o s t  of  o u r  t i m e 
to g e t h e r  r i d i n g  b i ke s ,  p l a y i n g  s o c c e r,  a n d  i n ve n t i n g  g a m e s . 
H o w eve r,  eve r y t h i n g  c h a n g e d  w h e n  I  b e g a n  d e d i c a t i n g  m o re 
t i m e  to  c h u rc h  a c t i v i t i e s .  M y  n e w fo u n d  d evo t i o n  b e c a m e  s o 
c o n s u m i n g  t h a t  m y  p a re n t s  s ta r te d  ex p re s s i n g  c o n c e r n .  Lo o k i n g 
b a c k ,  I  re a l i ze  h o w  p i vo ta l  m y  c o u s i n s  w e re  i n  n u r t u r i n g  m y  fa i t h 
a n d  g u i d i n g  m y  s p i r i t u a l  g ro w t h  d u r i n g  t h o s e  e a r l y  ye a r s .  

F ra n c i s ’s  J o u r n ey :  T h e  ro a d  to  fa i t h  w a s  a  d i f fe re n t  ex p e r i e n c e 
fo r  m e .  “ I  g re w  u p  i n  a  c o n g re g a t i o n a l  c h u rc h ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e 
U C C S A ,  b u t  m y  fa i t h  o n l y  b e c a m e  i n te n t i o n a l  a f te r  I  c o m m i t te d  m y 
l i fe  to  J e s u s  a n d  w a s  b a p t i ze d  a t  E ve r y  N a t i o n .  B efo re  t h e n ,  I  w a s 
w h a t  s o m e  m i g h t  c a l l  a  ‘ t ra d i t i o n a l  C h r i s t i a n . ’  A f te r  s u r re n d e r i n g 
to  J e s u s ,  I  l e a r n e d  to  l e a n  o n  H i m ,  a s k i n g  G o d  to  l e a d  m e  t h ro u g h 
l i fe .  

T h i s  s h i f t  m a t u re d  t h e  w a y  I  v i e w  b l e s s i n g s ,  c h a l l e n g e s ,  a n d  to u g h 
m o m e n t s .  I t  h a s  g i ve n  m e  re s i l i e n c e  i n  t h e  fa c e  of  d i f f i c u l t i e s , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  m y  c a re e r.  M y  w i fe ’s  w i s d o m ,  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  t h e 
s u p p o r t  of  t h e  E ve r y  N a t i o n  fa m i l y,  h a s  b e e n  i n va l u a b l e  i n  m y 
fa i t h  j o u r n ey.  S e r v i n g  o t h e r s  h a s  b e c o m e  t h e  c o r n e r s to n e  of  m y 
w a l k  w i t h  G o d ,  t r u s t i n g  t h a t  H e  u s e s  m e  to  m a ke  a  d i f fe re n c e  i n 
H i s  K i n g d o m .” 

M w a m b a :  “ W h e n  I  fa c e d  j o b  i n s e c u r i t y  a n d  l a c ke d  c o n f i d e n c e  i n 
m y  a b i l i t i e s ,  I  t u r n e d  to  G o d  a n d  fo u n d  c o m fo r t  i n  m o t i va t i o n a l 
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b o o ks  i n s p i re d  by  H i s  Wo rd .  O ve r  t i m e ,  I  l e a r n e d  t h a t  G o d  c a n n o t 
b e  l i m i te d .  I  b e g a n  ex p e r i e n c i n g  H i s  p re s e n c e  i n  t h e  s m a l l e s t 
m o m e n t s  t h ro u g h  t h e  w o rd s  I  h e a rd ,  t h e  re l a t i o n s h i p s  I  n u r t u re d , 
a n d  t h e  b e a u t y  of  c re a t i o n  a ro u n d  m e .  

G o d  reve a l e d  H i s  w i s d o m  to  m e ,  te a c h i n g  m e  t h e  s e c re t  of  s i m p l y 
t r u s t i n g  H i m  a s  t h e  s o u rc e  of  a l l  I  n e e d .  I  l e a r n e d  to  re s t  i n  t h e 
a s s u ra n c e  t h a t  H e  w o u l d  n eve r  l e a ve  m e  n o r  fo r s a ke  m e ,  a n d  t h a t 
eve r y  c h a l l e n g e  I  fa c e d  w a s  s o m e t h i n g  H e  h a d  a l re a d y  e q u i p p e d 
m e  to  h a n d l e .”

B u t  n o t  a l l  s t r u g g l e s  h a ve  b e e n  e a sy  to  b e a r.  
A f te r  t u r n i n g  4 0,  m y  h e a l t h  b e g a n  to  d e c l i n e ,  a n d  I  fo u n d  m y s e l f 
s t r u g g l i n g  p h y s i c a l l y  a n d  e m o t i o n a l l y.  We  h a ve  a l s o  fa c e d 
t h e  h e a r t b re a k  of  t r y i n g  to  ex p a n d  o u r  fa m i l y.  I ’ ve  h a d  fo u r 
m i s c a r r i a g e s ,  a n d  t h o u g h  t h e  p a i n  h a s  b e e n  ove r w h e l m i n g ,  I ’ ve 
c o m e  to  te r m s  w i t h  i t  by  s u r re n d e r i n g  i t  a l l  to  J e s u s .  I ’ ve  l a i d  i t  a t 
H i s  fe e t  a n d  c h o s e n  to  w a i t  o n  H i m ,  t r u s t i n g  i n  H i s  p l a n .”

B o t h  F ra n c i s  a n d  I  a g re e  t h a t  o u r   re l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  G o d  h a s  b e e n 
s h a p e d  by  c o u n t l e s s  s m a l l  b u t  s i g n i f i c a n t  m o m e n t s  of  c h a n g e . 
H e a r i n g  G o d ’s  Wo rd  a n d  s e e i n g  H i s  t ra n s fo r m a t i ve  p o w e r  i n  o u r 
l i ve s  h a s  s h i f te d  o u r  p e r s p e c t i ve  o n  eve r y t h i n g .  I t  h a s  c h a n g e d 
h o w  w e  v i e w  s i t u a t i o n s ,  h o w  w e  re l a te  to  o t h e r s ,  a n d  h o w  w e 
a p p ro a c h  l i fe .  T h e  p a t h  h a s  n o t  a l w a y s  b e e n  e a sy,  b u t  i t ’s  o n e  w e 
w o u l d  c h o o s e  a g a i n  a n d  a g a i n .  O u r  j o u r n ey  h a s  ta u g h t  u s  to  s e i ze 
eve r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  e n c o u ra g e  o t h e r s  a n d  to  s h a re  w h a t  J e s u s 
h a s  d o n e  a n d  c o n t i n u e s  to  d o  i n  o u r  l i ve s .

T h e  b i r t h  of  t h e i r  s o n ,  O b a ke n g  J e re m i a h ,  w a s  a  l i fe - c h a n g i n g 
m i ra c l e .  

G o d  h a s  b e e n  s o  g o o d  to  u s .  H e  h a s  c a r r i e d  u s  t h ro u g h  eve r y 
s e a s o n  w h e t h e r  t i m e s  of  j oy  o r  s e a s o n s  of  l a c k  a n d  u n c e r ta i n t y. 
F ro m  l i fe - t h re a te n i n g  s i t u a t i o n s  to  f i n a n c i a l  s t r u g g l e s  t h a t 
s e e m e d  i m p o s s i b l e ,  w e  h a ve  s e e n  G o d ’s  h a n d  a t  w o r k .  

O n e  l i n e  f ro m  a  s o n g  h a s  b e e n  a n  a n c h o r  fo r  u s :  “ G o d  w i l l  m a ke 
a  w a y  w h e re  t h e re  s e e m s  to  b e  n o  w a y ” .  T h i s  p ro m i s e  h a s  g i ve n 
u s  c o n f i d e n c e  to  t r u s t  H i m ,  k n o w i n g  H e  w o r ks  i n  w a y s  w e  c a n n o t 
s e e .  H e  h a s  a l w a y s  m a d e  a  w a y  fo r  u s ,  h o l d i n g  u s  c l o s e  a n d  g i v i n g 
u s  s t re n g t h  fo r  e a c h  n e w  d a y.  O u r  e n c o u ra g e m e n t  fo r  o t h e r s  i s  to 
t r u s t  G o d  to d a y  to  m a ke  a  w a y  fo r  yo u ,  j u s t  a s  H e  h a s  fo r  u s .  H e 
i s  fa i t h f u l ,  l ov i n g ,  a n d  eve r- p re s e n t  i n  eve r y  m o m e n t  of  o u r  l i ve s .
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1 . Those who don’t

2. Those who are        or 

3. Those who want to
M a t t h ew 1 3 :1 8,  23,  2  C o r i nt h i a n s  9 :1 -1 5

4. We experience God’s miracles in our future 
through the process of

and
G a l a t i a n s  6 :7

1. We sow the seed that we 

2. We sow seed 

3. We sow with

Isaiah 58:12, Genesis 8:22, John 12:24, Galatians 6:9

Three People in Every Crowd

The Process of Sowing  
and Reaping
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Key Verses  -  Genesis 8:22, Matthew 13:18, 23, 
2 Corinthians 9:1-15, Galatians 6:7

Connect 
Group
Discussion
Guide

I c e b re a ke r Q u est i o n s :

1 .  F u n :  I f  yo u  c o u l d  m a ke  o n e  i te m  f re e  fo r  eve r yo n e  i n  t h e 
w o r l d ,  w h a t  w o u l d  i t  b e?
2 .  C h e c k- i n :  H o w  h a s  G o d  b e e n  p rov i d i n g  fo r  yo u  l a te l y,  i n 
b o t h  b i g  a n d  s m a l l  w a y s?  ( Le t ’s  l o o k  a t  o u r  G R AT I T U D E  I N V E N -
TO R I E S)
3 .  P r a y e r  R e q u e s t :  I s  t h e re  a n  a re a  of  p rov i s i o n ,  f i n a n c e s ,  o r 
s te w a rd s h i p  w h e re  yo u  n e e d  G o d ’s  w i s d o m ?

S c r i pt u re Pa s s a g e :

2  C o r i n t h i a n s  9 : 6 - 8  ( N LT )
“ Re m e m b e r  t h i s — a  fa r m e r  w h o  p l a n t s  o n l y  a  fe w  s e e d s  w i l l 
g e t  a  s m a l l  c ro p .  B u t  t h e  o n e  w h o  p l a n t s  g e n e ro u s l y  w i l l  g e t  a 
g e n e ro u s  c ro p .  Yo u  m u s t  e a c h  d e c i d e  i n  yo u r  h e a r t  h o w  m u c h 
to  g i ve .  A n d  d o n ’ t  g i ve  re l u c ta n t l y  o r  i n  re s p o n s e  to  p re s s u re . 
‘ F o r  G o d  l ove s  a  p e r s o n  w h o  g i ve s  c h e e r f u l l y. ’  A n d  G o d  w i l l 
g e n e ro u s l y  p rov i d e  a l l  yo u  n e e d .  T h e n  yo u  w i l l  a l w a y s  h a ve  ev -
e r y t h i n g  yo u  n e e d  a n d  p l e n t y  l ef t  ove r  to  s h a re  w i t h  o t h e r s .”

C o n n e ct  G ro u p D i s c u s s i o n  Q u est i o n s : 

1 .  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  G o d ’s  E c o n o my
T h i s  p a s s a g e  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  c o n c e p t  of  s o w i n g  a n d  re a p i n g . 
W h a t  d o e s  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  te a c h  u s  a b o u t  G o d ’s  p e r s p e c t i ve  o n 
g e n e ro s i t y  a n d  p rov i s i o n ?

2 .  C h e e r f u l  G i v i n g
W h a t  d o e s  i t  m e a n  to  b e  a  “c h e e r f u l  g i ve r ” ?  H o w  c a n  g i v i n g 
b e c o m e  a n  a c t  of  j oy  a n d  fa i t h  ra t h e r  t h a n  a  d u t y ?

God’s Economy



122WEEK SIX |  GOD’S ECONOMY

3 .  Tr u s t i n g  G o d ’s  P r ov i s i o n
G o d  p ro m i s e s  to  “ p rov i d e  a l l  yo u  n e e d .”  H o w  c a n  t h i s  a s s u ra n c e 
e n c o u ra g e  u s  to  b e  m o re  o p e n - h a n d e d  w i t h  o u r  re s o u rc e s? 

B i b l i c a l  N a r ra t i ve :

T h e  W i d o w ’s  O f fe r i n g  ( M a r k  1 2 : 4 1 - 4 4) :  J e s u s  w a tc h e d  a  p o o r  w i d -
o w  g i ve  t w o  s m a l l  c o i n s — eve r y t h i n g  s h e  h a d — i n to  t h e  te m p l e 
t re a s u r y.  H e  p ra i s e d  h e r  fo r  g i v i n g  o u t  of  h e r  p ove r t y,  u n l i ke  o t h -
e r s  w h o  g a ve  f ro m  t h e i r  w e a l t h .  T h i s  s to r y  re m i n d s  u s  t h a t  G o d 
va l u e s  t h e  h e a r t  b e h i n d  o u r  g i v i n g  m o re  t h a n  t h e  a m o u n t ,  a n d  i t 
c h a l l e n g e s  u s  to  t r u s t  H i m  to  p rov i d e  w h e n  w e  g i ve  g e n e ro u s l y 
a n d  s a c r i f i c i a l l y.

A p p l i c a t i o n  Q u est i o n s :

1 .  R e f l e c t i n g  o n  G e n e r o s i t y
H o w  d o  yo u  fe e l  a b o u t  g e n e ro s i t y  i n  yo u r  l i fe?  A re  t h e re  a re a s 
w h e re  yo u  fe e l  c h a l l e n g e d  to  t r u s t  G o d  m o re  d e e p l y ?

2 . P ra ct i c i n g  C h e e r f u l n es s
W h a t  m i g h t  i t  l o o k  l i ke  to  b e  a  “c h e e r f u l  g i ve r ”  i n  yo u r  d a i l y  l i fe? 
H o w  c a n  yo u  c u l t i va te  a  h e a r t  t h a t  f i n d s  j oy  i n  g i v i n g ?

3 .  Tr u s t i n g  G o d ’s  E c o n o my
G o d ’s  e c o n o m y  o p e ra te s  d i f fe re n t l y  t h a n  t h e  w o r l d ’s .  H o w  c a n 
yo u  p ra c t i c e  re l y i n g  o n  H i s  p rov i s i o n  a n d  fa i t h f u l n e s s  t h i s  w e e k , 
e s p e c i a l l y  i f  yo u  fa c e  f i n a n c i a l  p re s s u re s?

C h a l l e n g e fo r G row t h :

S e t  a s i d e  2 0  m i n u te s  to  g o  t h ro u g h  yo u r  c l o s e t  o r  s to ra g e ,  l o o k-
i n g  fo r  i te m s  yo u  n o  l o n g e r  n e e d  b u t  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  a  b l e s s i n g 
to  s o m e o n e  e l s e .  D o n a te  t h e m  to  a  l o c a l  c h a r i t y  o r  s o m e o n e  i n 
n e e d .  A s  yo u  g i ve ,  t h a n k  G o d  fo r  t h e  re s o u rc e s  H e ’s  g i ve n  yo u 
a n d  p ra y  fo r  t h o s e  w h o  w i l l  re c e i ve  t h e m .
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W h e n  w e  c o m e  to  C h r i s t ,  w e  d o n ’ t  j u s t  g e t  a  f re s h  s ta r t—
w e  b e c o m e  a  n e w  c re a t i o n .  T h e  t ra n s fo r m a t i o n  i s n ’ t 
j u s t  ex te r n a l ;  i t ’s  a  d e e p ,  s p i r i t u a l  re n e w a l .  O u r  o l d  w a y s , 
h a b i t s ,  a n d  i d e n t i t i e s  a re  re p l a c e d  w i t h  a  n e w  p u r p o s e 
a n d  l i fe  i n  H i m .

T h i s  p ro m i s e  of  b e i n g  a  n e w  c re a t i o n  re m i n d s  u s  t h a t  o u r 
p a s t  d o e s  n o t  d ef i n e  u s .  T h ro u g h  C h r i s t ,  w e  a re  fo rg i ve n 
a n d  e m p o w e re d  to  w a l k  i n  n e w n e s s  of  l i fe .  E ve r y  d a y  i s 
a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  l i ve  o u t  t h i s  t ra n s fo r m a t i o n ,  g ro w i n g  i n 
t h e  l i ke n e s s  of  J e s u s  a n d  ref l e c t i n g  H i s  l ove  to  t h e  w o r l d .

R e f l e c t i o n :
W h a t  a re a s  of  yo u r  l i fe  ref l e c t  t h e  “ n e w  c re a t i o n ”  t h a t 
C h r i s t  h a s  m a d e  yo u  to  b e?
H o w  c a n  yo u  e m b ra c e  yo u r  i d e n t i t y  i n  C h r i s t  m o re  f u l l y 
to d a y ?

P r a y e r :
Lo rd ,  t h a n k  Yo u  fo r  m a k i n g  m e  a  n e w  c re a t i o n  t h ro u g h 
C h r i s t .  H e l p  m e  to  l e t  g o  of  m y  o l d  w a y s  a n d  to  l i ve  i n  t h e 
f re e d o m  a n d  p u r p o s e  Yo u  h a ve  g i ve n  m e .  A m e n .

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old 
has gone, the new is here!” 
 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV) - 

A New Creation
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G ra c e  i s  o n e  of  G o d ’s  g re a te s t  g i f t s  to  u s .  W h e n  Pa u l 
a s ke d  G o d  to  re m ove  h i s  “ t h o r n  i n  t h e  f l e s h ,”  G o d  d i d n ’ t 
g ra n t  t h a t  re q u e s t .  I n s te a d ,  H e  re m i n d e d  Pa u l  t h a t  H i s 
g ra c e  w a s  e n o u g h ,  a n d  H i s  p o w e r  w a s  p e r fe c te d  i n  Pa u l ’s 
w e a k n e s s .  T h i s  p rofo u n d  t r u t h  t ra n s fo r m s  h o w  w e  s e e 
o u r  s t r u g g l e s  a n d  l i m i ta t i o n s .

Ra t h e r  t h a n  s t r i v i n g  to  a p p e a r  s t ro n g ,  w e  c a n  re s t 
i n  G o d ’s  s u f f i c i e n c y.  H i s  g ra c e  e m p o w e r s  u s  to  fa c e 
c h a l l e n g e s ,  n o t  by  o u r  o w n  s t re n g t h  b u t  t h ro u g h  H i s . 
W h e n  w e  e m b ra c e  o u r  n e e d  fo r  H i m ,  H i s  p o w e r  s h i n e s 
t h ro u g h ,  t u r n i n g  o u r  w e a k n e s s e s  i n to  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  fo r 
H i s  g l o r y.

R e f l e c t i o n :
W h a t  w e a k n e s s e s  i n  yo u r  l i fe  c a n  yo u  s u r re n d e r  to  G o d , 
t r u s t i n g  i n  H i s  g ra c e?
H o w  c a n  G o d ’s  p ro m i s e  to  Pa u l  e n c o u ra g e  yo u  i n  yo u r 
s t r u g g l e s  to d a y ?

P ra ye r :
Lo rd ,  t h a n k  Yo u  fo r  Yo u r  g ra c e  t h a t  s u s ta i n s  m e  i n  eve r y 
c i rc u m s ta n c e .  H e l p  m e  to  t r u s t  i n  Yo u r  p o w e r  a n d  to  s e e 
m y  w e a k n e s s e s  a s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  fo r  Yo u r  s t re n g t h  to 
s h i n e .  A m e n .

“Each time he said, ‘My grace is all you need. My power works best in 
weakness.’ So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that 
the power of Christ can work through me.” 
 2 Corinthians 12:9 (NLT) - 

Matthew 18:20 
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I n  t h e  m i d s t  of  s o r ro w  a n d  d e s p a i r,  J e re m i a h  d e c l a re d  t h e 
fa i t h f u l n e s s  of  G o d .  E ve n  a s  h e  w i t n e s s e d  J e r u s a l e m ’s 
d e s t r u c t i o n  a n d  t h e  s u f fe r i n g  of  h i s  p e o p l e ,  h e  c l u n g  to 
t h e  t r u t h  t h a t  G o d ’s  l ove  a n d  m e rc y  a re  c o n s ta n t  a n d 
u n c h a n g i n g .  E a c h  d a y  b r i n g s  n e w  ev i d e n c e  of  H i s  c a re , 
re m i n d i n g  u s  t h a t  H e  i s  w i t h  u s ,  eve n  i n  t h e  d a r ke s t 
s e a s o n s .

G o d ’s  fa i t h f u l n e s s  i s  n o t  d e p e n d e n t  o n  o u r  c i rc u m s ta n c e s 
b u t  ro o te d  i n  H i s  u n c h a n g i n g  n a t u re .  H e  i s  a  G o d  of 
re n e w a l ,  p rov i d i n g  f re s h  s t re n g t h ,  h o p e ,  a n d  m e rc y  fo r 
eve r y  n e w  d a y.  W h e n  l i fe  fe e l s  ove r w h e l m i n g ,  w e  c a n  h o l d 
o n to  t h e  p ro m i s e  t h a t  H i s  fa i t h f u l n e s s  w i l l  n eve r  fa i l  u s .

R e f l e c t i o n :
H o w  h a ve  yo u  ex p e r i e n c e d  G o d ’s  fa i t h f u l n e s s  i n  yo u r  l i fe 
re c e n t l y ?
H o w  c a n  yo u  re m i n d  yo u r s e l f  of  H i s  s te a d fa s t  l ove  d u r i n g 
d i f f i c u l t  t i m e s?

P r a y e r :
Lo rd ,  t h a n k  Yo u  fo r  Yo u r  s te a d fa s t  l ove  a n d  m e rc y  t h a t 
re n e w  m e  e a c h  d a y.  H e l p  m e  to  t r u s t  i n  Yo u r  fa i t h f u l n e s s , 
n o  m a t te r  w h a t  c h a l l e n g e s  I  fa c e .  S t re n g t h e n  m y  h e a r t  to 
re s t  i n  Yo u r  p ro m i s e s .  A m e n .

“The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come 
to an end; they are new ever y morning; great is your faithfulness.” 
Lamentations 3:22-23

God’s Faithfulness Never Fails
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T h e  p e a c e  of  G o d  i s  u n l i ke  a n y t h i n g  t h e  w o r l d  c a n  of fe r. 
I t  d o e s n ’ t  d e p e n d  o n  p e r fe c t  c i rc u m s ta n c e s  b u t  i s  ro o te d 
i n  o u r  t r u s t  i n  H i m .  W h e n  w e  b r i n g  o u r  w o r r i e s  a n d  n e e d s 
to  G o d  i n  p ra ye r,  H i s  p e a c e  a c t s  a s  a  g u a rd ,  p ro te c t i n g 
o u r  h e a r t s  a n d  m i n d s  f ro m  fe a r  a n d  a n x i e t y.

T h i s  p e a c e  “ t ra n s c e n d s  a l l  u n d e r s ta n d i n g ,”  m e a n i n g  i t 
d o e s n ’ t  a l w a y s  m a ke  s e n s e  i n  t h e  fa c e  of  l i fe ’s  d i f f i c u l t i e s . 
Ye t ,  i t  i s  re a l  a n d  p o w e r f u l ,  a  g i f t  f ro m  o u r  l ov i n g  F a t h e r. 
W h e n  w e  re s t  i n  H i s  p re s e n c e ,  w e  a re  re m i n d e d  t h a t  H e  i s 
i n  c o n t ro l ,  a n d  w e  a re  n eve r  a l o n e .

R e f l e c t i o n :
W h a t  w o r r i e s  o r  a n x i e t i e s  c a n  yo u  g i ve  to  G o d  i n  p ra ye r 
to d a y ?
H o w  c a n  yo u  i n te n t i o n a l l y  re s t  i n  H i s  p e a c e ,  eve n  w h e n 
l i fe  fe e l s  u n c e r ta i n ?

P r a y e r :
Lo rd ,  t h a n k  Yo u  fo r  t h e  p e a c e  t h a t  c o m e s  f ro m  t r u s t i n g 
Yo u .  H e l p  m e  to  s u r re n d e r  m y  fe a r s  a n d  re s t  i n  t h e 
a s s u ra n c e  of  Yo u r  p re s e n c e  a n d  c a re .  G u a rd  m y  h e a r t 
a n d  m i n d  w i t h  Yo u r  p e a c e  to d a y.  A m e n .

“And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will  guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 4:7

The Peace of God
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L i fe  c a n  b r i n g  m o m e n t s  w h e n  w e  fe e l  w e a k ,  d i s c o u ra g e d , 
o r  ove r w h e l m e d .  I n  t h o s e  t i m e s ,  G o d ’s  p ro m i s e  to 
s t re n g t h e n  a n d  u p h o l d  u s  i s  a  p o w e r f u l  re a s s u ra n c e . 
H e  re m i n d s  u s  t h a t  w e  a re  n eve r  a l o n e — H i s  p re s e n c e 
i s  c o n s ta n t ,  a n d  H i s  s t re n g t h  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  to  c a r r y  u s 
t h ro u g h  a n y  c h a l l e n g e .

G o d ’s  v i c to r i o u s  r i g h t  h a n d  re p re s e n t s  H i s  p o w e r  a n d 
a u t h o r i t y.  W h e n  w e  l e a n  o n  H i m ,  w e  a re  s u p p o r te d  by  t h e 
O n e  w h o  h o l d s  a l l  t h i n g s  to g e t h e r.  H i s  s t re n g t h  d o e s n ’ t 
j u s t  s u s ta i n  u s — i t  e m p o w e r s  u s  to  s ta n d  f i r m ,  k n o w i n g 
t h a t  H e  i s  w o r k i n g  o n  o u r  b e h a l f.

R e f l e c t i o n :
W h a t  c h a l l e n g e s  i n  yo u r  l i fe  a re  m a k i n g  yo u  fe e l  w e a k  o r 
a f ra i d ?
H o w  c a n  yo u  t r u s t  G o d  to  s t re n g t h e n  a n d  u p h o l d  yo u 
to d a y ?

P r a y e r :
Lo rd ,  t h a n k  Yo u  fo r  Yo u r  p ro m i s e  to  s t re n g t h e n  a n d  u p h o l d 
m e .  H e l p  m e  to  t r u s t  i n  Yo u r  p re s e n c e  a n d  to  re l y  o n  Yo u r 
p o w e r  i n  eve r y  s i t u a t i o n .  F i l l  m e  w i t h  c o u ra g e  a n d  h o p e 
a s  I  w a l k  w i t h  Yo u .  A m e n .

“Don’t be afraid, for I am with you. Don’t be discouraged, for I am 
your God. I will  strengthen you and help you. I  will  hold you up with my 
victorious right hand.” 
 Isaiah 41:10 (NLT) -

God’s Strength in Our Weakness
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Debbie 
Mtshelwane

Testimony #6 

M y  n a m e  i s  D e b b i e  M t s h e l w a n e ,  a n d  I  w a s  b o r n  a n d  ra i s e d  i n 
P re to r i a ,  w h e re  I  c o m p l e te d  a l l  1 2  ye a r s  of  m y  s c h o o l i n g .  I  d e e p l y 
va l u e  J e s u s ,  fa m i l y,  a n d  f r i e n d s  a n d  h a d  a  ve r y  h a p py,  b u sy,  a n d 
f u l f i l l i n g  c h i l d h o o d .  I n  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l ,  I  p l a ye d  s p o r t s  l i ke  n e t b a l l , 
c r i c ke t ,  a n d  b a s ke t b a l l ,  a n d  I  w a s  a l s o  a c t i ve  i n  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g , 
c h o i r,  a n d  l e a d e r s h i p  ro l e s .  I  s e r ve d  a s  a  p refe c t  i n  b o t h  p r i m a r y 
a n d  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  ex p e r i e n c e s  t h a t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  s h a p e d  w h o  I  a m 
to d a y.

W h e n  I  a r r i ve d  a t  N o r t h -We s t  U n i ve r s i t y  to  s t u d y  o n  t h e 
Po tc h ef s t ro o m  C a m p u s ,  t h e  h o u s e  c o m m i t te e  l e a d e r s  s h a re d 
i n fo r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  d i f fe re n t  c h u rc h e s  o n  m y  f i r s t  S u n d a y 
t h e re .  O n e  of  t h e  c h u rc h e s ,  H i s  Pe o p l e  ( n o w  E ve r y  N a t i o n  F a i t h 
C i t y ) ,  s o u n d e d  l i ke  a  p l a c e  I ’d  l i ke  to  v i s i t .  S o ,  I  w e n t  to  t h e  s e r v i c e , 
l ove d  t h e  w o r s h i p ,  a n d  fo u n d  t h e  m e s s a g e  p o w e r f u l .  I  k n e w  t h i s 
w a s  w h e re  I  w a n te d  to  b e  fo r  t h e  n ex t  s e a s o n  of  m y  l i fe .  We l l ,  I 
t h o u g h t  i t  w o u l d  b e  o n l y  fo r  3  ye a r s ,  fa s t  fo r w a rd  1 5  ye a r s  l a te r … 
S o u n d s  c ra z y  s a y i n g  i t !
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C o m i n g  to  u n i ve r s i t y  w a s  a l re a d y  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a l l e n g e  d u e  to 
f i n a n c i a l  c o n s t ra i n t s ,  b u t  I  t r u s te d  G o d  to  p rov i d e  fo r  m y  s t u d i e s , 
a n d  H e  d i d .  I  re c e i ve d  a  b u r s a r y  f ro m  m y  f i r s t  ye a r  o n w a rd , 
a n d  w h e n  I  fe l t  G o d  l e a d i n g  m e  to  p u r s u e  a n  h o n o r s  d e g re e . 
H e  c o n t i n u e d  to  p rov i d e  f i n a n c i a l l y  t h ro u g h  b u r s a r i e s .  G o d ’s 
p rov i s i o n  a n d  g u i d a n c e  ex te n d e d  t h ro u g h  m y  m a s te r ’s  p ro g ra m 
a n d  i n to  m y  P h D.  A  re c e n t  c h a l l e n g e  h a s  b e e n  m y  P h D  j o u r n ey, 
e s p e c i a l l y  a s  I  a p p ro a c h  s u b m i s s i o n .  T h i s  ex p e r i e n c e  m a d e  m e 
re a l i ze  t h e  i m p o r ta n c e  of  c o m m u n i t y,  p e o p l e  w h o  c a n  s ta n d  by 
yo u  d u r i n g  to u g h  t i m e s ,  p ra y  fo r  yo u ,  s u p p o r t  yo u ,  a n d  s o m e t i m e s 
eve n  m a ke  yo u  a  m e a l .  S o m e t i m e s  w e  w a n t  to  g e t  t h ro u g h  to u g h 
t i m e s  o n  o u r  o w n ,  b e  s t ro n g  a n d  h a ve  i t  a l l  to g e t h e r  a n d  t h a t  i s 
n o t  G o d ’s  p i c t u re  fo r  fa m i l y !

I  g re w  u p  i n  a  C h r i s t i a n  h o m e  a n d  a t te n d e d  c h u rc h  re g u l a r l y.  I 
g a ve  m y  l i fe  to  C h r i s t  i n  G ra d e  1 1 ,  b u t  i t  w a s n ’ t  u n t i l  m y  f i r s t  ye a r 
of  u n i ve r s i t y  t h a t  I  re a l i ze d  m y  fa i t h  a n d  re l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  G o d , 
t h e re  i s  m o re  to  t h i s  re l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  G o d ,  m o re  s u r re n d e r,  m o re 
a l i g n m e n t .  T h a t  G o d  w a n t s  m o re  t h a n  j u s t  m e  g o i n g  to  c h u rc h  a n d 
p ra y i n g .  G o d  to o k  m e  o n  a  h e a l i n g  j o u r n ey,  s ta r t i n g  w i t h  t h e  p a i n 
of  m y  fa t h e r ’s  re j e c t i o n .  H e  w a s  n eve r  p re s e n t  i n  m y  l i fe ,  a n d  fo r 
ye a r s ,  I  t r i e d  to  w i n  h i s  l ove  b u t  w a s  n eve r  a c c e p te d .  F o r  a  l o n g 
t i m e ,  I  b e l i eve d  t h a t  j u s t  a s  m y  e a r t h l y  fa t h e r  d i d n ’ t  h a ve  t i m e  fo r 
m e ,  G o d  w o u l d  b e  d i s ta n t  to o .  I  k n e w  h e  l ove d  m e ,  t h a t  H e  w a s  a 
g o o d  fa t h e r,  b u t  d e e p  d o w n  I  w a s n ’ t  s o l d  o n  t h a t  t r u t h . 

O ve r  t i m e ,  G o d  b e g a n  to  reve a l  H i m s e l f  a s  a  l ov i n g  F a t h e r.  H e 
a f f i r m e d  m e  a n d  re m i n d e d  m e  t h a t ,  u n l i ke  m y  e a r t h l y  fa t h e r, 
H e  w o u l d  n eve r  re j e c t  m e  a n d  w o u l d  a l w a y s  b e  t h e re  fo r  m e .  I 
re a l i ze d  t h a t  I  h a d  b e e n  v i e w i n g  G o d  t h ro u g h  a  d i s to r te d  l e n s ,  a n d 
I  a m  s o  g ra tef u l  fo r  E ve r y  N a t i o n ’s  s p i r i t u a l  fa m i l y,  t h e  l e a d e r s 
t h a t  c a m e  b efo re  a n d  t h o s e  t h a t  a re  s t i l l  p a r t  of  t h i s  fa m i l y,  eve n 
t h o s e  w h o  s e r ve d ,  d i s c i p l e d ,  a n d  l e d  c o n n e c t  g ro u p s  s o  t h a t  
s t u d e n t s  l i ke  m e  c a n  ex p e r i e n c e  G o d ,  H i s  t r u t h  a n d  l ove  a n d  b e 
s e t  f re e .  To o l s  l i ke  t h e  O n e -2- O n e  a n d  T h e  P u r p l e  B o o k  p rov i d e d 
va l u a b l e  i n s i g h t s  a n d  t r u t h s  a b o u t  G o d ’s  h e a r t ,  h e l p i n g  m e  s e e 
H i m  a s  H e  t r u l y  i s . 

J o i n i n g  a  c o n n e c t  g ro u p  a l l o w e d  m e  to  ke e p  s h a r i n g  m y  j o u r n ey 
a n d  to  l e t  G o d ’s  w o rd  c l e a n s e ,  h e a l ,  e m p o w e r,  a n d  e n c o u ra g e 
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m e .  I  a m  t h a n k f u l  fo r  t h e  g i f t  of  a  s p i r i t u a l  fa m i l y,  w h i c h  h a s 
h e l p e d  m e  n a v i g a te  l i fe  t h ro u g h  c o n n e c t i o n ,  w o r s h i p ,  a n d  o t h e r 
t ra n s fo r m a t i ve  ex p e r i e n c e s .  M u l t i p l e  V i c to r y  We e ke n d s  h a ve 
a l s o  e n r i c h e d  m y  j o u r n ey,  h e l p i n g  m e  to  h e a l  a n d  f i n d  f re e d o m . 

W h e n  I  w a s  i n  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l ,  I  re m e m b e r  a t te n d i n g  a  C S V  c a m p . 
D u r i n g  m i n i s t r y  t i m e ,  o n e  of  t h e  l e a d e r s  s p o ke  to  m e  a n d  s h a re d 
m o re  a b o u t  t h e  h e a r t  of  G o d .  I  b e l i eve  t h a t  w a s  t h e  m o m e n t  w h e n 
a  s e e d  w a s  p l a n te d  i n  m e ,  w h i c h  w a s  t h e n  n u r t u re d  ove r  t h e  ye a r s 
t h ro u g h  va r i o u s  e n c o u n te r s ,  c h u rc h ,  a n d  m y  s p i r i t u a l  fa m i l y.  T h i s 
j o u r n ey  h a s  b e e n  e s p e c i a l l y  e n r i c h e d  t h ro u g h  m y  t i m e  a t  E ve r y 
N a t i o n .

M y  g o a l s  fo r  t h e  f u t u re  a re  to  s ta y  a l i g n e d  w i t h  G o d ’s  h e a r t  a n d 
H i s  p l a n s  fo r  m y  l i fe  i n  t h e  a re a s  w h e re  H e  h a s  c a l l e d  m e .  I  w a n t 
to  h e l p  o t h e r s  f i n d  a n d  w a l k  i n  t h e i r  t r u e  i d e n t i t y  i n  C h r i s t  a n d 
f u l f i l l  t h e i r  G o d - g i ve n  p u r p o s e s .  I  b e l i eve  t h a t  w h e n  yo u  d i s c ove r 
G o d ’s  h e a r t  fo r  yo u ,  yo u  c a n  l i ve  a  f u l l  l i fe  f i l l e d  w i t h  j oy,  h o p e , 
exc i te m e n t ,  a n d  ex p e c ta t i o n ,  c o n t i n u a l l y  d re a m i n g  w i t h  G o d 
a n d  d o i n g  w h a t  H e  h a s  c a l l e d  yo u  to  d o .  B u t ,  t h i s  l i fe  d o e s n ’ t 
m e a n  yo u  a re  f re e  f ro m  l i fe ’s  c h a l l e n g e s ,  b u t  w h e n  t h ey  c o m e , 
re m e m b e r  w h o  yo u  a re  a n d  w h o s e  yo u  a re .  M o re  i m p o r ta n t l y  t h e 
g i f t  of  fa m i l y/s p i r i t u a l  fa m i l y  i s  t h e re  to  s e e  u s  t h ro u g h  t h o s e 
c h a l l e n g i n g  t i m e s .

I n  m y  p rofe s s i o n a l  e n v i ro n m e n t ,  I  w o r k  w i t h  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  I  b e l i eve 
G o d  h a s  p l a c e d  t h e m  i n  m y  l i fe  to  j o u r n ey  w i t h  t h e m ,  h e l p i n g  to 
s h a p e  a n d  g u i d e  t h e m  a s  f u t u re  p rofe s s i o n a l s  w h o  w i l l  m a ke  a 
d i f fe re n c e  i n  t h e  w o r k p l a c e .  To  c o n t i n u a l l y  b r i n g  l i g h t  a n d  h o p e 
w h e re  I ’ m  p l a n te d .  At  c h u rc h ,  I  s e r ve  i n  t h e  k i d s ’  m i n i s t r y,  w h e re  I 



s h a re  G o d ’s  w o rd ,  s o w  s e e d s ,  a n d  n u r t u re  yo u n g  h e a r t s .  I  a l s o  s e r ve  o n  t h e 
i n te rc e s s i o n  a n d  m e rc y  te a m s ;  p a r t n e r i n g  w i t h  t h e  h e a r t  of  G o d  i n  t h e s e 
a re a s  h a s  e n l i g h te n e d  m e  to  re a l i s e  w e  a l l  n e e d  e a c h  o t h e r,  a n d  w e  a l l  h a ve 
a  ro l e  to  p l a y  i n  t h e  b i g g e r  fa m i l y. 

M y  j o u r n ey  h a s  d ef i n i te l y  ta u g h t  m e  to  a l w a y s  t r u s t  G o d ,  s ta y  h o p ef u l  i n 
a l l  t h i n g s ,  a n d  re m e m b e r  t h a t  n o  m a t te r  h o w  h a rd  l i fe  g e t s ,  G o d  w i l l  n eve r 
l e a ve  yo u  a n d  i s  a l w a y s  i n  c o n t ro l .  H e  l ove s  a n d  c a re s  fo r  yo u  d e e p l y.
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Isaiah 60:18

There’ll be no more stories of crime in your land,  
no more robberies, no more vandalism.  

You’ll name your main street Salvation Way,  
and install Praise Park at the center of town.




